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Chamber Connection
CALENDAR
Visit RustonLincoln.org
calendar for details.
Tuesdays at 12:20 p.m.
Chamber updates on
The Peach 99.3

November
November 8
Leadership Lincoln
Government/Judicial Day
November 9
Celebrating Our Heroes
Veterans Day Celebration
November 22-23
Wishing you a blessed
Thanksgiving Holiday!
(Chamber office will be closed.)

A Publication of the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

November 2018

Promote Your Business or Organization
Through These Festive Events
Back for the fourth year, Lincoln Lights
Up the Pines kicks the season off. Lincoln
Parish Park will be lit up November 29
through December 1 from 5:30 p.m. until
10:00 p.m. Guests may drive through the park
to enjoy lighted displays, vintage RV trailer
festivities, and tune in to The Peach 99.3 to
hear requests. (Shirts will be available Nov. 9
at the Chamber. See below for design.) This
year, Santa will be in his sleigh at “the beach”
in the park. Visitors may detour from the
drive-thru to visit with him and take photos.
We are seeking decorators. The spaces,
measuring approximately 25 yards, can
be reserved to promote your business or
organization for $100/Chamber members
and $150/non-Chamber members. The

2017 decorating winner was Walpole Tire &
Service.
Are you thinking, this all sounds great, but
my small staff doesn’t have time to decorate?
Our local Boy Scouts are prepared to assist!
For an additional, tax-deductible donation of
$100 to the troop they will decorate your area,
all they need are your decorations and design
concept! Contact richard@solutionsbyhitech.
com to make arrangements.
Saturday, December 8, your Chamber will
present a double dose of Christmas magic.
• The 2nd Annual Battle for the Paddle
Chili Cook-off will get underway at 10 a.m.
in downtown Ruston as teams vie for the title
of “Best Chili” and the coveted paddle prize
and $500. The 2017 1st place winner was

Brennan Dodge.
• The 2018 Ruston Christmas Parade will
roll through town at 2 p.m. The parade theme
is “A Tacky Christmas.” Think ugly sweaters
and the Griswalds! Before and after the
parade, guests can purchase tickets to sample
the different chili offerings before the winner
of the paddle is crowned. The 2017 1st place
winner was Hambone Trucking.
Registration for both events is now
underway. Parade registration fees will
increase by $25 after November 16 and all
registrations must be completed by December
1. Visit www.rustonlincoln.org or stop by the
Chamber office for registration forms.

November 27
S.A.I.L.
Media Day
November 28
Ambassadors Meeting
Nov 29-Dec 1
Lincoln Lights Up the Pines

December
December 1
Stuff Santa’s Sack at Walmart
December 3-15
12 Days of Christmas Shopping
Game
December 7
Chamber & CVB Christmas
Open House
December 8
Ruston Christmas Parade &
Chili Cook-Off
December 13
Leadership Lincoln
Education Day
December 18
S.A.I.L.
Tourism/Hospitality Day
December 24-25
We wish you a Merry Christmas!
(Chamber office will be closed.)
December 26
Ambassadors Meeting
December 31
Happy New Year!
(Chamber office will be closed.)

Calling all Community Elves…it’s time for

Stuff Santa’s Sack 2018
Plans are underway for the
2018 “Stuff Santa’s Sack” holiday
initiative. The date for the big
toy drive at Walmart Supercenter

is set for Saturday, December
1, with local Boy Scouts and
firefighters on hand to collect
donations from our community.

However, local businesses can
begin toy drives early and the
SSS team will be available to pick
up those toy collections through
Wednesday, December 19, to
be sure they get distributed to
families in time for Christmas.
“Stuff Santa’s Sack” will once
again proudly partner with Junior
Auxiliary of Ruston to meet the
needs of the families within the
Christmas Clearinghouse project.
Christmas Clearinghouse pairs
children in need with sponsors
to make a child’s Christmas extra
special. All it takes is $50 to
change the Christmas experience
for one child. Sponsors are asked
to shop for and deliver gifts of
necessities to children nominated
by their teachers. This year, over

400 children in Lincoln Parish
have been nominated. If you
are interested in becoming a
sponsor or for more information,
please email cch@jaofruston.
org. Monetary donations may be
made by check, mailed to:
Junior Auxiliary of Ruston
Attn: CCH Committee Chair
P.O. Box 1762
Ruston, LA 71273
For more information or
to sign-up to be a toy drop off
location, contact Cathi CoxBoniol, ACHIEVE Coordinator
for Lincoln Parish Schools,
at 318-255-1430 or ccox@
lincolnschools.org, or Amy
Stegall, Trinity United Methodist
Church, at 318-251-0750 or
amys@trinityruston.org.
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Letter From The Chair
By Lee Denny, 2018 Chamber Chair

Successful Partnerships through AAS
The Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
helping this great cause.
along with the cooperation of the Lincoln Parish
Sometimes when projects like this reach strong
School Board recently kicked off the
recognition, it is easy to overlook the
people who do the leg work. I have
Adopt-A-School Program for the new
mentioned that Adopt-A-School would
school year. I have mentioned this
not be possible without the support of
curriculum in a previous newsletter,
sponsors. However, the program would
primarily because of the outstanding
not be where it is today without the
benefits that it offers.
work of Cathi Cox-Boniol. She has put
Four schools were recognized by
a lot of time and effort in coordinating
their sponsors at the end of the last
this effort and does not seek any
school year. All of the principals were
gratitude or recognition for what this
appreciative and complementary of the
program has meant to the Lincoln
program. After listening to what they
Parish School system.
had to say, it was very humbling to see
Lee Denny
I want to personally Cathi for
the gratitude that the school leaders
everything that she has done for this
expressed about this effort.
cause. Even though the Adopt-A-School program
The success of the Adopt-A-School program
is a part of her job, her hard work has enabled this
continues to grow each year. We have 75 local
program to continue to expand over the last several
businesses and 16 churches that have contributed
years. The Lincoln Parish school system and the
this year. All of the schools in the Lincoln Parish
area have at least one business partner as a sponsor. Adopt-A-School program are very fortunate to
I want to encourage any business that does not
have supporters with this type of dedication and
loyalty.
participate in the program to please consider

Letter from the President
By Judy Copeland, President

Shopping Local Makes a Difference
Oh my goodness! Can you believe it’s
• That a locally owned, independent small
November already? In the blink of an eye, we
business owner will reinvest more than three
are once again welcoming “the most wonderful
times as much back into the local economy?
time of the year”. As you close out
•
That shopping with local small
another year with the hustle and
businesses demonstrates your values:
bustle of holiday planning, shopping,
local employment, entrepreneurship,
cooking and hosting, please remember
uniqueness, and caring for your
to utilize your chamber member
neighbor’s business?
services. Simple posts about specials
•
You increase your chances of
or even cookies with Santa in our
enhancing and growing your business
“Hot Deals” or “News Releases” will
to business relationships by investing
help get you more attention. These
in other local businesses?
posts push through to our Facebook
•
Most local business owners
Judy Copeland
and Twitter accounts for even more
are happy to take phone or internet
viewing.
orders, prepare gifts in advance, wrap
As you plan your shopping excursions, I hope
your gifts, or otherwise make your shopping
you remember to stay local and continue to
easier if you’re tight on time?
support our local economy. With that said, I
It is vital to keep our local businesses thriving
would like to add that we don’t need holidays
as it greatly impacts’ our school, parish and city
for solid justification to shop locally. Your
tax income.
local economy and its businesses need your
Be sure to attend our Business After Hours
investment all year long. There are many ways
for great networking opportunities and start
to increase your impact, for example, did you
planning your Christmas Open House if you
know:
haven’t already done so.

If you are interested in serving on a committee please contact Judy Copeland
at jcopeland@rustonlincoln.org.

The Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors and Committee Chairs have been
planning events for our centennial year in 2019.
We would love to recognize other members who
are celebrating milestones 100 and over. If you are
celebrating a milestone, please share with us so
we can incorporate your celebration with ours.

Is Your Contact Information Up-to-Date?
Your membership provides excellent opportunities for your business to attract
new customers and share information with our community and the world. Make
sure the information is correct! Please take a few moments to login to our database and review your information.
If you need your login information call 255-2031.

Executive Board of Directors
Chair, Lee Denny
Bank of Ruston
Program Development
Jessica Hughes, Southern Grace Events & Blessings
Membership Development
Eric McCulloch, Edward Jones
Community Development
Marisol O’Neal, Origin Bank
Chair Elect & Organizational Development
Earl Smith, Wells Fargo Advisors
Immediate Past Chair
Cathi Cox-Boniol, LP School District

Board of Directors
Cathan Brooks, Henderson Financial Services
Will Dearmon, Pierry Inc.
Michael Gahagan, Country Inn & Suites
Emily Gatlin, LOTS
Chad Ginn, Hi-Tech Computers
Summer Hammons, My Happy Place Vintage Market
Kristi Hardaway, Princeton Place
Ryan Madden, Napper & Madden
April McGuirt, First National Bank
Josh Perot, LA Tech Sports Properties
Michelle Tolar, United Way of NELA

Ex-Officio Directors
Andy Durrett, Ruston Lincoln CVB
Dr. Les Guice, LA Tech Univ.
Courtney Hall, LP Police Jury
Eldred Hardison, LP Sheriff’s Office
Kristi Lumpkin, Ruston Econ. Devt.
Greg McCarter, RL Crime Stoppers
Marc Newman, Grambling State Univ.
Doug Postel, LA Delta Community College
Lindsay Tomlinson, Origin Bank
Ronny Walker, Ruston Mayor
Chamber Staff
Judy Copeland, President
Ivana Flowers, Communications & Special Events
Melissa Carpenter, Office Manager
Victoria Sexton , S.A.I.L. Program Manager
Ambassador Program Managers
Rachel Cooper & Mariah Smith
CVB Staff
Travis Napper, President
Amanda Quimby, Marketing Director
Jennifer Mamon, Manager
Hannah Delgado, Coordinator
Kathryn Morgan, Student Worker

Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
Established 1919
2111 North Trenton St., Ruston, LA 71270
(318) 255-2031
www.RustonLincoln.org

@RustonChamber
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Meet Our Ambassador

New Member

Erika McFarland, CSW

In-Range, LLC
and Trucks and Triggers, LLC
2116 Hwy. 33, Ruston
(318) 255-9191
www.tntruston.com
(gun shop & indoor range)
Owner: Quincy Adams

CEO, Story Tellers – Life Changing | (318) 274-3277 | emcfrlnd@gmail.com
What is my personal philosophy?

Why did I choose Ruston-Lincoln?

My personal philosophy is that everything starts and ends
with healthy relationships. And my mantra is, “For the
glory of God and the betterment of people.” If I focus on
making sure that God gets the glory and I commit myself to
the betterment of people, then I will be and see the change
that’s needed in our community. I’ve found that the best
way for me to carry out my mantra is through human 		
connection and healthy relationships.

I chose Ruston-Lincoln because they are moving forward in
a great direction, yet still has room for growth and
improvement. Therefore, giving me the opportunity to be a
part of something great and be able to add to it.

3

What’s the weirdest job I’ve ever had?
I sold Kirby homecare systems door to door.
What does true leadership mean to me?
To me true leadership means submission and service. I
believe in order to be a good leader you first have to be a
good servant and you don’t stop being a servant just 		
because you gain a title.

Vista Construction
Group LLC
(318) 548-1342
www.vista-built.com
Owner/Operator:
Zeb Mixon

If I could do another job for just one day, what would it
be?
Watch new movies and TV shows and survey them.
What would I most like to tell myself at age 13?

Pelican Trade
Network/Moxey
(318) 545-2450
www.pelicantrade.net
Exec. Dir.: Rick Greene

It will all make sense one day, hang in there and never stop
enjoying life and building relationships.
Something that might surprise you about me?
I am not from Ruston, I am from Southern California.

A Pause at the Podium
By Cathi Cox-Boniol, Coordinator, Lincoln ACHIEVE

Crisis Control
We are in crisis mode. I know that
the Northern Region Stakeholder Group
sounds dramatic but more and more
where I was assigned to the Education Task
conversations revolve around one main
Force. In Louisiana, we are lagging behind
point—the looming crisis
with respect to the demand for
we face due to the lack of
our STEM workforce and the
adequately prepared individuals
skills gap is overwhelming. As
to take on STEM jobs. In fact,
part of the central hub for the
the fourth annual STEM survey
rapidly expanding economic
by Emerson, a Missouri-based
landscape along the I-20
technology and engineering
corridor, Lincoln Parish must
company, shows that two
do better. That begins with
out of five Americans say the
really examining what skills
STEM worker shortage is at
must be developed.
Cathi Cox-Boniol
a crisis level in the United
According to “STEM4:
States and there is a need for
The Power of Collaboration
more individuals to take on such roles.
for Change,” a joint document authored
“There’s definitely a problem now when
by Advance CTE, Association of State
you are trying to hire people with highSupervisors of Mathematics, Council
tech skills,” says Kathy Button Bell, Senior
of State Science Supervisors, and the
Vice President and Chief Marketing Officer International Technology and Engineering
for Emerson. “Even what people used to
Educators Association, too few high school
think is old-fashioned manufacturing now
graduates have the knowledge, skills, and
requires a whole new set of skills.”
experiences to be prepared for STEM
This message was echoed at the
fields. However, we’re not necessarily
LaSTEM Statewide Summit held in Baton
talking about skills that one might typically
Rouge and then further amplified within
associate with engineering and science.

Instead we are referring to what has
commonly been noted as “soft skills” but
now simply known as “essential skills.” The
STEM4 paper reports the shift as we rapidly
move toward the next decade.
In 2015, the Top 10 Skills needed looks
familiar: 1) complex problem solving,
2) coordinating with others, 3) people
management, 4) critical thinking, 5)
negotiation, 6) quality control, 7) service
orientation, 8) judgement and decisionmaking, 9) active listening, and 10)
creativity.
Fast forward to the Top 10 Skills needed
in 2020: 1) complex problem solving, 2)
critical thinking, 3) creativity, 4) people
management, 5) coordinating with others,
6) emotional intelligence, 7) judgement and
decision-making, 8) service orientation, 9)
negotiation, and 10) cognitive flexibility.
While there is overlap, look at how the
skills have moved within the top ten and
what new skills have now been brought
to the table. For the sake of our students
and economy, it is absolutely critical
that we focus on facilitating a myriad of

experiences that allow our students to
develop a highly accomplished skills set
that can maximize their ability to take
advantage of these high-demand, highpaying jobs.
During our stakeholder meeting, there
was extensive brainstorming around what
the most significant economic drivers are
throughout our region. The answers were
excellent, ranging from cyber security to
health care to timber management and
beyond. But I was struck by something that
Dr. Les Guice, President of Louisiana Tech
University, shared. He said when it’s all said
and done, what really drives our economic
development is two things—talent and
innovation. And here’s what I think our
takeaway must be—there’s no way for us
to get to the innovation piece without first
mastering the talent part. That means we
must have a laser focus on what we are
doing to fully prepare the best possible
product for the workforce. That means
allowing ALL students the opportunity to
develop those essential skills. Then we just
might divert the crisis.
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Meet Our Board Member
Eric McCulloch

Hamad Almarri hails
from Saudi Arabia where
he was an assistant in
the Royal Court to the
Crown Prince. Prior to
that, he taught fire-safety
education in schools.
Hamad is now working
toward a Marketing
degree at GSU and was
on the President’s list in
2016 and 2017.

Advisor, Edward Jones
(318) 254-0032 | eric.mcculloch@edwardjones.com

What is my role at Edward Jones?
I’m a Financial Advisor partnering primarily with
individual investors and business owners on creating and
implementing strategies that work towards specific goals
that we set together. Whether it’s planning for college for
children or grandchildren, or just trying to protect the
financial future of the ones that we care most for, I take
time to identify each goal and develop the strategy to
address it.

Anyi (Angie) Garcia-Solis
received her Associates of
Art in General Studies at
South Plains College and is
now an Interdisciplinary
Studies student at LA
Tech with minors in
Spanish, Marketing, and
Entrepreneurship. She
was awarded a full athletic
scholarship for Track &
Field. Before coming to
the U.S. she served as the
logistics supervisor to 25-60 employees for Valle
League, organizing track and field national teams.

How do I define success?
As legendary basketball coach John Wooden stated,
“Success is peace of mind, which is a direct result of selfsatisfaction in knowing you did your best to become the
best you are capable of becoming.”
At the end of each day, I reflect upon my day and
determine if I have given my best, but also understanding
that failure is part of the process to success.
How does the Chamber benefit me?
The Chamber has provided me with the opportunity to
get connected and network with our business community
and local and state leaders. It has allowed me to serve my
clients by providing the names of other members and/
or local and state leaders that help them with other needs
and/or concerns not associated with my line of work.
I have a passion to serve my community and the
Chamber has been a great fit. I started my journey with
the Chamber by attending Leadership Lincoln, which led

Meet Our Newest Interns

me to become an ambassador, later elected as a member of the
Board of Directors, and now serving on the Executive Board as
Vice Chair of Membership Development.

Please Join Us for Business
After Hours hosted by

If I could do another job for just one day, what would it be?
I would like to be a pilot for the Navy Blue Angels for a day
during an Airshow.

Would you like to receive
electronic newsletters to keep
you posted on what’s happening
in Ruston-Lincoln?

1103 Farmerville Highway

Tuesday, November 23, 5-6:30 p.m.
“We are so excited to have you as our guests for Business
After Hours and our Holiday Open House. Over 5 different
Christmas Trees will be decorated, all of different themes.
Many new gift lines, new clothing, and jewelry lines to show
you. Lots of Door Prizes and gourmet food samplings!”
~ Debbie Allen, Owner/Operator

Go to www.rustonlincoln.org and click
on “Sign Up to Stay In the Know”
at the top of the page.

NorthernLouisianaMedicalCenter.com

401 E. Vaughn Avenue, Ruston, LA

be remembered

CROWDERCONCEPTS
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS COMPANY

www.crowderconcepts.com

318.255.4545

2 5 5 – 1111
R U S T O N

L I N C O L N

CRIME

STOPPERS
Rewards up to $2,000

Find Where You Fit!
Lincoln ACHIEVE . . . building partnerships to benefit education,
enhance the business environment, and contribute to
a quality life in Lincoln Parish.
FINANCIAL SPONSORSHIP
Schools of Academic Excellence Initiatives
Student and Teacher of the Year
Adopt-A-School

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Leadership And Achievement Initiatives
Student Internships
Job Shadowing

genesisenergy
2000 Farmerville Hwy.
Ruston, LA 71270
www.genesisenergy.com

Contact Cathi Cox-Boniol, Lincoln ACHIEVE Coordinator
ccox@lincolnschools.org, 318-255-1430
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Member Spotlight : Advantage Resourcing
“Jobs obviously provide you the ability to take care
of yourself and the people you care about. But, a job
provides so much more than money.
A job can give a person confidence, a
sense of purpose, and an opportunity
to contribute to something larger – a
team, a company, a community. A
job can also provide a person with
the opportunity to do things he or
she might not have gotten to do
otherwise. Knowing this can make
what we do at Advantage Resourcing
a bit overwhelming, but incredibly
satisfying too.”
Those are the words of Audra
Mahoney, Branch Manager of the
Advantage Resourcing location in
Ruston. For more than 20 years,
Advantage Resourcing has served
Ruston and the surrounding
communities by aligning people seeking
a job or looking to advance their career
with the great companies throughout the area.
The Ruston team consisting of Audra, Annabelle
Browning (recruiter), and Sunni Chevallier (account
executive) enjoys working in and supporting Ruston
and the surrounding communities. “There is always
something going on in this area between the two
universities, the Ruston downtown, and the community
organizations. The development that is happening
in the area is so exciting for us! It makes for great
opportunities to get involved and give back.”
Advantage Resourcing places people in jobs through
temporary, temporary-to-hire, and direct hire services.
They work with employers across all industries to
find talented people to fill office and administrative,
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skilled trade, and light industrial jobs that those
companies have open.
Right now is a great time to be a
job seeker throughout the country
and across North Louisiana.
Employers are offering more
benefits to entice job seekers to
join their team and Advantage
Resourcing is no exception.
Advantage Resourcing is proud
to provide employees working
on assignment with competitive
salaries, health insurance options,
401k, holiday pay, weekly pay and
more.
In February 2018, Advantage
Resourcing was recognized by
its clients as one of the Best of
Staffing for the fifth consecutive
year, receiving Inavero’s Best of
Staffing Client Diamond Award.
This award is presented to less
than 1% of all staffing companies throughout the
United States.

Audra and Sunni are
very professional and
charismatic. They
listen to your needs
and provide candidates
based on the request.
Both ladies are fully
invested in the client.
It’s always a delight
partnering with them.
Their energy is very
warm and refreshing.

“

She was willing to get to know me first and
then help me find a job that was a great
fit for me. She also made sure I got all the
info information I needed for going to my
assigned position. She even called to make
sure I found the location and to see how
things was going for me! Annabelle- You ROCK!
– Candidate Shout Out

Annabelle, Audra, and Sunni

”

Want to get more involved but not sure how?

We are looking to expand our Chamber Ambassadors group!

Ambassadors is a group of voluntary members who act as goodwill representatives by working together to help retain and grow
Chamber membership, educating members on Chamber benefits, and encouraging participation in Chamber events and programs.
For more information contact Melissa at mcarpenter@rustonlincoln.org or (318) 255-2031.

the North Central Louisiana Arts Council
presents...
Holiday Art Crawl

November 15-17

Dicky Nealy

Thursday & Friday, Nov. 15 & 16th
5:00 - 7:00PM in downtown Ruston
Art Brawl & Sprout Hour -Nov. 17th
10:00 - 11:00AM @ Historic Fire Station

Broker

2406 Kavanaugh Road
Ruston, LA 71270
dicky.lri@gmail.com

Office: (318) 255-7480
Mobile: (318) 243-6253
Fax: (318) 254-8077

Store your stuff at

Ruston
L
iving

The exclusive Ruston publication
for our residents.
Publisher: Jonathan Magee
We get you in front of the affluent homeowners
who buy your goods, so call (318) 278-1832
to learn more about our sponsorship opportunities.

Downtown
Campus

309 Jackson Street
Monroe, LA
(318) 966-4000

stfran.com

Community
Health Center
2600 Tower Drive
Monroe, LA
(318) 966-6200

Serving Ruston over 30 years!
.

.

Medical Office
Building

1200 Celebrity Drive
Ruston, LA
(318) 232-1580

Hunt, Guillot & Associates
Ruston, Louisiana

Conveniently located near Tech Campus
821 W. California • (318) 255-8750
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What’s on the Ballot? Vote November 6.
All of Lincoln Parish
Find the following information and additional
explanations on www.parlouisiana.org. Click on
Publications then Guide to Constitutional Amendments.
The first paragraph has clickable links to a print version
and a web version.
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 1
Do you support an amendment to prohibit a convicted
felon from seeking or holding public office or appointment
within five years of completion of his sentence unless he is
pardoned? (Adds Article I, Section 10.1)
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 2
Do you support an amendment to require a
unanimous jury verdict in all noncapital felony cases for
offenses that are committed on or after January 1, 2019?
(Amends Article I, Section 17(A)
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 3
Do you support an amendment to permit, pursuant
to written agreement, the donation of the use of public
equipment and personnel by a political subdivision upon
request to another political subdivision for an activity
or function which the requesting political subdivision is
authorized to exercise? (Amends Article VII, Section 14(B)
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 4
Do you support an amendment to remove authority to
appropriate or dedicate monies in the Transportation Trust
Fund to state police for traffic control purposes?
(Amends Article VII, Section 27(B)(1))
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 5
Do you support an amendment to extend eligibility
for the following special property tax treatments to

Aldermen

Aldermen

Village of Simsboro
(Vote for THREE)

''Doug'' Durrett
Democrat
Gwendolyn Houston

Village of Choudrant
(Vote for THREE)

56

''John'' Croswell, Jr.

57

Republican
Philip Johnson

Democrat
Kimberly Harris Lee

58

No Party
Hazel Tuminello

59

Republican
Jerry L. White

60

52
53

Republican
Frederick ''Rick'' Maier
No Party
Thomas B. Patton

54
55

Republican

Republican

property in trust: the special assessment level for property
tax valuation, the property tax exemption for property
of a disabled veteran, and the property tax exemption
for the surviving spouse of a person who died while
performing their duties as a first responder, active duty
member of the military, or law enforcement or fire
protection officer?
(Adds Article VII, Sections 18(G)(6), 21(K)(4) and (M)(4)
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 6
Do you support an amendment that will require that
any reappraisal of the value of residential property by
more than 50%, resulting in a corresponding increase in
property taxes, be phased-in over the course of four years
during which time no additional reappraisal can occur and
that the decrease in the total ad valorem tax collected as
a result of the phase-in of assessed valuation be absorbed
by the taxing authority and not allocated to the other
taxpayers? (Amends Article VII, Section 18(A) and (F)
PROPOSITION TO AUTHORIZE FANTASY SPORTS CONTESTS.
Shall fantasy sports contests be permitted in the
parish of Lincoln?

Aldermen

City of Grambling
(Vote for FIVE)

Toby B. Bryan

61

Democrat
Dominic Calhoun

62

No Party
Yanise N. Days

63

Democrat
G. Denise Dupree

64

Democrat
Cathy Holmes

65

Democrat
Leshaun ''Big Yum'' Johnson

66

No Party
Marvin McCarty

67

Democrat
Phyllis Miller

68

Democrat
Eddie Robinson, III

69

No Party
Cassandra D. Smith

70

Democrat

City of Grambling
City of Grambling Proposition No. 1 of 3 (Millage Renewal)
Shall the City of Grambling, Parish of Lincoln, State of Louisiana (the ‘’City’’), under the provisions of Article VI, Section 30 and 32 of the Constitution of the State
of Louisiana and other constitutional and statutory authority, be authorized to
renew the levy of and collect a tax of 5.30 mills on all the property subject to
taxation in the City, said mills to represent a 1.2 mills decrease over the 6.50
mills authorized to be levied through the year 2019 pursuant to an election held
on October 4, 2008 (an estimated $72,781.69 reasonably expected at this time
to be collected from the levy of the tax for an entire year) for a period of ten (10)
years, commencing with the year 2020 and ending with the year 2029, for the
purposes of paying a part of the cost of improving and maintaining streets in
the City?
City of Grambling Proposition No. 2 of 3 (Millage Renewal)
Shall the City of Grambling, Parish of Lincoln, State of Louisiana (the ‘’City’’), under the provisions of Article VI, Section 30 and 32 of the Constitution of the State

of Louisiana and other constitutional and statutory authority, be authorized to
renew the levy of and collect a tax of 4.48 mills on all the property subject to
taxation in the City, said mills to represent a 1.02 mills decrease over the 5.50
mills authorized to be levied through the year 2019 pursuant to an election
held on October 4, 2008, (an estimated $61,521.00 reasonably expected at this
time to be collected from the levy of the tax for an entire year) for a period of
ten (10) years, commencing with the year 2020 and ending with the year 2029,
for the purposes of providing additional support to the Grambling City Police
Department?
City of Grambling Proposition No. 3 of 3 (Millage Renewal)
Shall the City of Grambling, Parish of Lincoln, State of Louisiana (the ‘’City’’), under the provisions of Article VI, Section 30 and 32 of the Constitution of the State
of Louisiana and other constitutional and statutory authority, be authorized to
renew the levy of and collect a tax of 26.100 mills on all the property subject to
taxation in the City, said mills to represent a 5.9 mills decrease over the 32.00

Save-the-Date
99th Annual Chamber Awards Banquet to be held
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 6 p.m.

The 99th annual banquet will kickoff the Chamber’s 100-year anniversary
year-long celebration! Please plan to
join us in this celebration.
Watch for special events in 2019
as we take a look back at 100 years of
Chamber history. If you have photos,
news clippings, stories etc. that you
would like to share with us as we plan
out the year, please reach out to Judy
Copeland, jcopeland@rustonlincoln.
org, 255-2031 or Lindsay Tomlinson,

ltomlinson@originbankonline.com.
Every year during our annual
awards banquet, we honor a Lincoln
Parish citizen with the Robert E. Russ
Award. If you know someone who
you think would qualify for “citizen of
the year,” nominations are now being
accepted. You may also nominate a
Young Business Leader of the Year.
Other awards to be presented
during the banquet are: Business of the
Year, Ambassador of the Year, Origin

Bank Young Entrepreneur, Rotary Club
of Ruston’s Bill Best Humanitarian,
Kiwanis of Ruston’s Firefighter of
the Year, Law Enforcement Officer
of the Year, & Educator of the Year,
Lincoln Parish Schools’ Distinguished
Partners in Education, Ruston Lincoln
CVB’s Hospitality Award, and Junior
Auxiliary of Ruston’s Betty Robbins
Volunteer of the Year.
Visit www.rustonlincoln.org or call
255-2031 for more information.

Nominations are being accepted for the Robert E. Russ and Young Business Leader awards.

mills authorized to be levied through the year 2019 pursuant to an election held
on October 4, 2008 (an estimated $233,038.72 reasonably expected at this time
to be collected from the levy of the tax for an entire year) for a period of ten (10)
years, commencing with the year 2020 and ending with the year 2029, 35%
of the proceeds to be collected by the City for the levy of the tax to be used for
the purposes of acquiring, constructing, improving, maintaining and operating works of public improvement for the City and the remaining 65% of the
proceeds of the tax to be used for providing additional support to the Grambling
City Fire Department?

318-255-2222
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Government Day for S.A.I.L.
The 2018-19 class of S.A.I.L. (Students
Actively Involved in Leadership) focused
on Government during their second
session held on October 9, 2018. After
general class discussions, the students
met with Mayor Ronny Walker of
Ruston. Mayor Walker detailed the sports
complex plan, shared the journey of how
he came to be the mayor, and how he sees
life after his service as an elected official.
The City Communications Director,
Kourtney Keim gave insight of her
day-to-day itinerary, showed a Moving
Ruston Forward video and talked about
the Bulldog Project. Mayor Bill Sanderson
of the Village of Choudrant talked about
happenings in his Village and what
leadership means to him. Senator Mike
Walsworth of Louisiana updated the
students on current educational issues in
Louisiana and discussed what leadership
means to him and how it has affected his
journey. Lunch was provided then by First
National Bank.
“As a side note, although this class
inadvertently was scheduled on a staff

development day, when students are out
of school, these young leaders excitedly
attended during their personal time,” said
Victoria Sexton, the program manager.
“I think this speaks volumes to the
determination of these students to be all
they can be and I’m very proud of them.”
Class II students: Robert Luke Black,
Cedar Creek, Leigh Cox, Ruston HS,
Benjamin “Ben” Denny, Ruston, Lydia
L. George, Cedar Creek, Livia Hamilton,
Choudrant High School, Avery Henry,
Choudrant HS, Amanda Meng, Ruston
High School, Christian Payne, Ruston HS,
and Christopher “Bolton” Stegall, Ruston
HS. Learn more about these students at
Facebook.com/SailLincolnParish.
S.A.I.L. is an organization for
“Students Actively Involved in
Leadership.” Through S.A.I.L., each
participant is actively involved in monthly
tours of area businesses, organizations,
and institutions that represent our
community in an outstanding manner.
Community leaders also offer insights
into how the youth within our schools

can make productive and positive change
within their neighborhood while giving
back in various ways throughout the
community. S.A.I.L. is a program of the
Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
and is sponsored by First National Bank.
Visit www.rustonlincoln.org/sail or
contact Victoria for more information on
the S.A.I.L. program. vsexton@fn.bank.

Ruston’s Veterans Day “Honoring Our Heroes” Celebration
To express appreciation for our
local veterans, the City of Ruston and
Louisiana Tech will be hosting the
3rd Annual Ruston’s Veteran’s Day
“Honoring Our Heroes” Celebration
on Friday, November 9.
The program will kick-off with a
parade at 10 a.m. The parade route
will begin in the parking lot of the
old Police Jury location, turn west on
Alabama St. to Tech Drive then south
on Tech Drive to West Railroad Ave
and end at the site of the AVTT Wall
just south of Railroad Ave.
The remainder of the ceremony
will be held at Louisiana Tech
Campus Greenway on Tech Drive
at 11:00 a.m. Ceremonial activities
will immediately follow, including
the presenting of colors, laying of the

wreath, POW MIA Presentation, and
guest speaker, The Honorable State
Representative Patrick Jefferson.
The AVTT Traveling Vietnam
Wall is coming to Ruston, LA from
Nov. 7-11 in honor of Veterans Day.
This 80% replica of the Vietnam Wall
is 360 feet long and includes every
name from the permanent wall in
Washington D.C.
The wall will be located on the
Louisiana Tech Campus Greenway
on the corner of W. Railroad Ave.
and Tech Drive. Viewing is free to the
public and is available from Thursday,
November 8 at 12:00 p.m. through
Sunday, November 11 at 6:00 a.m.
Don’t miss this unique
opportunity to honor and remember
our veterans.

Healthcare & Social Services Day
(Event photos can be viewed on Facebook.com/RustonChamber. )

Class #32 of Leadership Lincoln visited
with representatives of ten Lincoln Parish
organizations that help make Lincoln a
great place to live. More than any other
day of the program, Healthcare and Social
Services Day reveals many volunteer
opportunities.

Center (also provided lunch), NU Hope,
Rolling Hills Ministries, Russ Place, The
Health Hut and The Ross Lynn Charitable
Foundation & The Exchange.

Thank you for hosting the Leadership
Lincoln group:

The class also determined that their
group project will be to repair and restore
valuable pieces, including Santa’s Sleigh,
to be used in Lincoln Lights Up the Pines
decorations. For the first time during this
event, Santa will be available for photos
and the sleigh will be a great addition. This
project will include either purchasing or
building a shelter for the items to be stored
at the park.

Boy & Girls Club of NCL, Christian
Community Action, Life Choices of North
Central Louisiana, Louisiana Methodist
Children’s Home & Family Counseling
Center, Northern Louisiana Medical

The 4th Annual Lincoln Lights Up the
Pines drive-thru Christmas display in
Lincoln Parish Park will be held November
29-December 1, 2018. Visit www.facebook.
com/lincolnlightsup for more information.

Visit RustonLincoln.org/Pages/
LeadershipLincoln to read about following
organizations.

Leadership Lincoln XXXIII begins in September 2019. Applications are
available at the Chamber or may be downloaded from www.rustonlincoln.org.
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Touring Lincoln Parish
By Amanda Quimby, Director of Marketing, Ruston Lincoln Convention & Visitors Bureau

Holiday Events Are Right Around the Corner
merchants staying open late and
Our town has become a
showcasing the best for holidays
destination of holiday cheer, and
shoppers. NCLAC’s Holiday Art
it’s really no surprise with the
Crawl runs Nov. 15number of events and
16 and features works
celebrations that take
from local artists and
place during November
makers. November
and December. There’s
15 also begins
never been a better time
downtown’s “Open
to invite friends and
Late ‘Til 8” promotion
family back to Ruston
where merchants will
& Lincoln Parish for the
be extending their
holidays. The Ruston
business hours each
Lincoln CVB team
Amanda Quimby
Thursday until Dec. 20,
encourages you to share
with the exception of
with loved ones all we
Thanksgiving.
have to offer this season!
The last weekend in November/
Kicking off the list of events
first weekend of December
is the area’s premier holiday
promises to be full of holiday
shopping market – Holidays
spirit with several highly
in CedarTown, Nov. 8-10 at
anticipated events back-to-back.
the Ruston Civic Center. Get a
Thursday, Nov. 29 through
head start on Christmas gifts or
Saturday, Dec. 1 is Ruston’s drivepick up some items for yourself
through Christmas lights display
with vendors offering boutique
at Lincoln Parish Park. Bring the
clothing, jewelry, home décor,
entire family out to experience
and much more. Thursday, Nov.
miles of twinkling lights and
15 is another large shopping
opportunity in downtown Ruston. holiday scenes from the comfort
and warmth of your vehicle. Kick
Christmas Open House will
Off to Christmas downtown will
be this night with downtown

Happy Anniversary
November
35 years
Bromell Agency

be Friday, Nov. 30. It’s quite a
magical night with the official
lighting of the Christmas tree,
holiday concert on the Railroad
Park Stage, and the opening of the
downtown ice-skating rink.
Next up is Ruston Community
Theatre’s annual holiday
production. Watch the beloved
Christmas production “Miracle on
34th Street” on the Dixie’s stage
Dec. 6-9. Saturday, Dec. 8 the
Ruston Christmas Parade will be
rolling through town at 2 p.m. The
chili cook-off is also returning this
year. Stick around after the parade
for more Christmas festivities and
to sample chili from competitors
all trying to win the Battle for the
Paddle prize.
Dixie Center for the Arts will
be hosting Lawrence Gibbs and
the Russ-Town Band once again
Friday, Dec. 14. Don’t miss this
band jingle-bell rock the stage
with all your holiday favorites!
For more information on
these events and more, visit www.
experienceruston.com or call (318)
255-2031.

Psalm 1:3

McCarter Financial Group, LLC
Most people don’t plan to fail, they fail to plan.

S. Greg McCarter, LUTCF
2028 E. Kentucky Ave.
Ruston, LA 71270

318-255-1444
FAX 318.255.1480

gmccarter@suddenlinkmail.com
mccarterfinancialgroup.com

www.ensureagency.com

Business
After Hours

(Photo album on Facebook.com/RustonChamber.)

30 years
Triad Builders of Ruston
15+ years
Coldwell Banker Group One Realty
McCarter Financial Group, LLC
Townsend House Gifts
10+ years
All Hours Fitness
Danni Jones Physical Therapy & Wellness Lab
Hot Rod Bar-B-Q
Johnny’s Pizza House
Princeton Place
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers
Ruston Country Club
The Fabric Shop
Trenton Dental Center
5+ years
6-K Development
H&R Block
1+ years
Aime Hospice
Better Living Market
David T. Cole, CPA
Edward Jones - Eric McCulloch Financial Advisor
Gibson’s Fresh Grocer
Neighborhood Market/Walmart
Pylant Roofing LLC
Rhodes Properties and Development
Route 2 Fitness
Ruston Eye & Vision
Serenity Care Providers
Triple B Diesel Service

September Business After Hours was
hosted by the Lincoln Parish School
Board. Thanks to all the teachers,
administrators and students who had a
hand in highlighting projects and
activities happening in our schools.
Choudrant Elementary & I. A. Lewis: OpenSciEd for Middle Grades Science
Choudrant High: Bringing Engineering and STEM to the Rural Schools
Cypress Springs and Glen View: Enhanced School Calendar Program
Dubach: Enhanced Fine Arts
Hillcrest & Ruston Elementary: Improved School Safety
LPECC: Language Immersion Program
Ruston High: New Tech Academies
Ruston Junior High: IB4E
Simsboro: School Health Pilot
Missy Wooley: Lincoln Parish STEM Center
“A Quality Education for a Quality Life”
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