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Each Tuesday –
Chamber Update on
Peach 99.3,
12:20 p.m.
Jan. 12 Ribbon Cutting
for LifeChurch.LA
(formerly South
Parkway), 10 a.m.
Jan. 12 - Starting &
Financing a Small
Business workshop,
Chamber office,
11:30-1:30
Jan. 13 – Ribbon
Cutting for Walmart
Neighborhood
Market, 7:30 a.m.
Jan. 14 – Leadership
Lincoln
Jan. 19 – Ribbon
Cutting for Pearlie
Sue & Co., 10 a.m.
Jan. 19 – Business
After Hours at Danni
Jones Physical
Therapy & Wellness
Lab, 5-7 p.m.
Jan. 22 – Chamber
Annual Awards
Banquet, 6 p.m.
Jan. 26 –
Ambassadors
Meeting, Noon
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Chamber Annual Banquet
Friday, Jan. 22 • 6 p.m.
Ruston Civic Center
The Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce
Annual Banquet, sponsored
by Bank of Ruston is set
for Friday, January 22, 2016
at the Ruston Civic Center.
The event begins at 6 p.m.
with a wine-and-cheese
social sponsored by Origin
Bank and entertainment
sponsored by Hunt, Guillot
& Associates, followed at
6:45 by dinner. Once again,
the talented and witty Doug
Postel will emcee.
Tickets are $40 each for
Chamber members and
$50 each for non-members.
Reserved tables of six
are available for $250 for
members and $275 for
non-members. Tickets are
available at the Chamber
office, located at 2111 North
Trenton St., or online at
www.rustonlincoln.org.
Highlights of the
banquet will include
the presentations of the
Chamber’s Robert E.
Russ Award and Ruston
Rotary Club’s Bill Best
Humanitarian Award. The

two awards are among
the highest civic honors
that can be obtained by a
Lincoln Parish resident.
Being incorporated into
the event this year are the
presentations of the 2015
Business of the Year and
Ambassador of the Year
Awards.
Also on tap during the
event are presentations of
the Lincoln Parish School’s
Distinguished Partner in
Education award, the Ruston
Kiwanis’ Outstanding People
awards, JA’s Betty Robbins
Volunteer of the Year award,
and the Ruston Lincoln
Convention & Visitors
Bureau Hospitality awards.
The banquet marks the
official beginning of the
Chamber’s 2016 work year,
as well as being the time that
the Chamber recognizes its
outgoing board members
and inducts the 2016 board
members.
Rolling off of the Board
are Aaron Paul, Sharon
Shrell and Doug Postel.
Postel will remain on the
board as an Ex-Officio
member representing LA
Delta Community College.
The 2016 Executive

Lincoln Parish United:
Where We Stand As A
Community
The first Lincoln Parish United: Where We Stand
as a Community will be held February 1 at the Ruston
Civic Center. Coming together in a town-hall meeting
style will be representatives from Lincoln Parish
School Board, LA Tech University, Grambling State
University, LA Delta Community College, Lincoln
Parish Sheriff ’s Office, Lincoln Parish Police Jury,
Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and the
mayors from each of the Lincoln Parish communities.

board appointments are as
follows: Chair & Finance,
Patrick Blanchard, LMCH
OWL Center; Chair Elect &
Program Devt., Cathi CoxBoniol, Lincoln ACHIEVE;
Past Chair, Mike
Jones, Argent Financial;
Community Devt., Brandon
Sutherland, Hampton Inn;
Economic Devt., Lee
Denny, Bank of Ruston;
and Organizational Devt.
Donna Ott, Hunt, Guillot &
Associates.

4rd Annual Table
Decorating Contest
Have fun marketing your business or organization
at the Banquet. For $50, a business can decorate a table
for the event. You are encouraged to leave promotional
items or gifts for those who are lucky enough to sit and
enjoy your creativeness. Decorations should be fun,
creative, and tasteful. Prizes will be given in the several
categories.
Decorations can be set up beginning at 1 p.m. on
Banquet day. Judging will begin at 4 p.m. Deadline to
enter the table decorating contest is January 8.
For more details email Ivana at iflowers@
rustonlincoln.org.

Please plan to join us for this free event as we hear
what’s been happening in Lincoln Parish and what’s
to come. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with refreshments;
program begins at 6 p.m., Monday, February 1, 2016.

Come

Incoming board officers
are Michael Gahagan,
Holiday Inn Express; Josh
Perot, First National Bank;
and Earl Smith, Wells Fargo
Advisors. Chamber board
members serve three-year
terms.
For tickets, register
online at www.
rustonchamber.com, call
the Chamber at 255-2031,
or drop by the Chamber
office located at 2111 North
Trenton Street.

REGISTER NOW!

Save-the-Date

Lincoln Parish United:
Where We Stand as a
Community
Monday, February 1,
6 p.m.

January 2016

with us.

www.bankruston.com
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Chamber Update
By Judy Copeland, President, Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

Working to be disaster ready, prepared
The Chamber staff
and I recently had the
pleasure to sit in on a
Red Cross workshop. It’s
a great feeling to know
that Lincoln Parish
is considered disaster
ready. Our City leaders,
several church leaders
and many of our citizens
attended this workshop
and have been attending
them for years. You see,
they want to know how
they can serve mankind,

not just our community.
stomachs. We truly
In the case of Katrina,
showed them the best
we sheltered
that Lincoln
people from
Parish has to
the South
offer. Hopefully,
and shared
we won’t
our love. We
have another
showed them
Katrina
empathy,
situation but
we prayed
we do know
with them,
that we need to
put clothing
continue our
on their
training so that
Judy Copeland
backs and
we are ready
food in their
to host disaster victims

Letter From The Chair
By Patrick Blanchard, Chairman, Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

I believe that Ruston is on the
cusp of something very big
plans for major infrastructure upgrades and
Aside from the obvious physical assets
expansion as well as an ongoing, energetic
and strategic location, the Ruston Lincoln
business recruitment program
region is the focal point of growthmake it obvious to me that the
planning by two major interests:
mayor intends to honor his
Louisiana Tech University and the
mandate.
current administration of the city
What constructive role will
of Ruston.
the Chamber of Commerce play
The long-term plans of
in the decade ahead? We certainly
Louisiana Tech are the result
have a responsibility to learn
of exhaustive feasibility studies
more about the plans and actions
which explore infrastructure,
of Louisiana Tech and the city of
regional assets, funding, national
Ruston.
and global educational needs,
And we are rightfully
local campus expansion corridors
obligated to listen to the position
and the most reasonable rate of
of our membership as they
growth.
Patrick Blanchard
respond to the inevitable changes
Tech is, quite simply, the center
ahead.
of gravity in our local economic
Our role, then, is to support
system, and as such demands
the reasonable efforts of both major players,
the Chamber’s attention and symbiotic
oppose those which are unreasonable,
cooperation.
and do all in our power to prepare our
The other major push for change comes
membership for our upcoming economic
from the current mayor of Ruston who’s
expansion.
recent election made it clear that the
It’s great that we’re in this together!
voting population has issued a mandate for
Let’s make 2016 your best year yet in the
progress.
Ruston Lincoln Chamber Of Commerce!
The mayor’s recent announcement of

Board Spotlight
Josh Perot
First National Bank
(318) 251-6919
jperot@theuncommonbank.com

What has been the
highlight of your work? Working with
individuals and small business leaders of our
local community is the most exciting part of
my work at First National Bank. Having the
opportunity to listen to others and learn how
they are able to build successful businesses
and finding ways to help them grow those
businesses through partnership is a very
rewarding experience.
How has membership in the Ruston-

Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce been of value to
you and your professional
development? The local
Chamber of Commerce has
been an excellent resource and
gathering place for business
networking during my career.
Through programs such as
Leadership Lincoln, ribbon
cuttings, business after hours,
and other events I have been able
to establish new relationships
that have been beneficial to me
both personally and professionally. Having
grown up in Ruston, the Leadership Lincoln
program offered by the Chamber opened my
eyes to areas of the community I had never
experienced.
Community Involvement: Rotary Club
of Lincoln Parish, United Way Campaign
Cabinet and Community Investment
Volunteer

whether they are from
another town or ours.
As we prepare to
move forward with this
training, we realize
that we need a lot of
volunteers to be ready
when disaster strikes.
Sure we have our first
responders and those
of us who are trained,
but we need you, our
business owners to
encourage at least one
employee to sign up

to be a volunteer at our
shelters. We realize that
some people may not be
able to help at a moment’s
notice but if all of our
businesses have at least
one person on our list,
then we will have many
to call on to fill positions
when needed. Please call
the Chamber, 318-255-2031
and sign up for the Red
Cross shelter volunteer
list.

Executive Board
Executive Chair & Finance,
Patrick Blanchard,
LMCH OWL Center
Chair Elect & Program Devt.,
Cathi Cox-Boniol,
Lincoln ACHIEVE
Past Chair, Mike Jones,
Argent Financial
Community Devt.,
Brandon Sutherland, Hampton Inn
Economic Devt., Lee Denny,
Bank of Ruston
Organizational Devt., Donna Ott, Hunt,
Guillot & Assoc.

Board of Directors
Alana Belton, Wingstop Restaurant
Sheila Bordelon, LP Assessor
Neal Carter, Community Trust Bank
Michael Gahagan, Holiday Inn Express
Emily Gatlin, Legacy Rehab (LOTS)
Travis Lee, Chartreuse Pear
Rodney Manning, The Ensure Group
Randy Null, Ruston Artisans
Josh Perot, First National Bank
Earl Smith, Wells Fargo Advisors
Ex-Officio Members
Dr. Les Guice, LA Tech Univ.
Courtney Hall, LP Police Jury
Kristi Lumpkin, Ruston Econ. Devt.
Gregg Phillips, Ruston Lincoln CVB
Doug Postel, LA Delta Community College
Mike Stone, LP Sheriff
Ronny Walker, Ruston Mayor
Ranaee Thomas-Walley, RL Crime Stoppers

Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce Staff

Judy Copeland, President
Ivana Flowers, Communications & Special Events
Melissa Carpenter, Office Manager

Ruston Lincoln Convention
& Visitors Bureau Staff

Travis Napper, Executive Director
Amanda Quimby, Marketing Director
Tori Ward, CVB Marketing/PR Assistant
Elizabeth Hollaway & Hannah Yi, Administrative Assistants
Deadline for submitting newsletter information
is the 15th of the month.
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Frosty Factory and Raising
Cane’s hosts field trips for Young
Entrepreneurs Academy Students!

Congratulations to Hannah
Batusic for winning the
$1,000 grand prize!
The Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce, Origin Bank, Ruston Lincoln
CVB, Ruston Daily Leader, KXKZ and
Peach 99.3 would like to thank everyone
who played the second annual 12 Days of
Christmas Shopping #ShopRuston passport
game! This program is sponsored by Origin
Bank. “We hope that you enjoyed it as much
as we did,” said Judy Copeland, Chamber
president. “Thank you for supporting our
local merchants.”

Getting ready for the live drawing and
announcement of the grand prize winner at
Origin Bank.
Pictured: Cathi Cox-Boniol (Chamber
board), Rick Godley (Peach 99.3), Sarah
McKinnie and Drake Mills (Origin), Judy
Copeland (Chamber president)

In November, students from the Lincoln Parish
Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) visited
Frosty Factory then in December went to Raising
Cane’s Chicken Fingers for a behind the scenes
look at what it takes to run a successful and fun
business!
Both Dolph Williams and Josh Shirley shared
their own entrepreneurial success story with the
students. YEA! students heard from Mr. Williams,
CEO, where the Frosty Factory business idea
came from, what the challenges have been and
what skills it takes to keep the business running.
“Raising Cane’s was chosen to help students
understand the real possibility of creating a
quality branded enterprise that is replicable to
serve more customers in more locations across
the country,” said Program Manager, Pam Jones.
“Students heard from Managing Partner Josh
Shirley on the structure of this unique type of
business operation.”
Dolph Williams began Frosty Factory in 1981.
He is an Engineering graduate from LA Tech. He
now employs more than 30 people and has annual
sales of $6 million +. Frosty Factory is a leading
manufacturer of frozen beverage machines with
worldwide distribution.
Josh Shirley came to Ruston from Minden
to attend LA Tech. After an array of jobs, he has
been “slinging chicken” since 2005. Josh says,
“The Raising Cane’s vision is to grow restaurants
all over the world and be the brand of quality
chicken finger meals, a great crew, cool culture
and active community involvement.” It was
obvious to the students that Josh, as well as Mr.
Williams enjoy the entrepreneurial paths they’ve
taken.
YEA! is a groundbreaking program that
teaches students how to make a job- not take a
job! In addition to lessons inside the classroom,
YEA!, presented by the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber
of Commerce, Lincoln ACHIEVE and LA Tech
College of Business, introduces students to all
types of areas of business through field trips,
guest lectures, introducing them to business
mentors and community leaders.
Brandon Sutherland was named the first
segment instructor for YEA!Lincoln class of
2016. “Brandon’s dedication to the community
and extraordinary customer service and
marketing skills make him a great role model
for YEA!Lincoln students," says Judy Copeland,

Dicky Nealy
Broker

2406 Kavanaugh Road
Ruston, LA 71270
dicky.lri@gmail.com

•

Office: (318) 255-7480
Mobile: (318) 243-6253
Fax: (318) 254-8077
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president of the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce. “Our goal is to help our students
accomplish their dreams by developing the
mindset that nothing is impossible; something
shown time and time again through Brandon’s
endeavors.”
Brandon is a graduate of Ruston High
School and has a degree from La Tech in
Communications with a minor in History.
Brandon’s business knowledge stems from his
employment at Community Trust Bank, now
Origin Bank, Team Advertising where he learned
various advertising avenues such as web, print,
and social media. He is currently employed at
Hampton Inn as Director of Sales. Brandon
has many accomplishments from his work at
Hampton. He received the Spirit of Hampton
Award in 2013, the Lincoln Parish Tourism and
Hospitality award in 2014, and broke the Guinness
Book of World Records for the world’s largest
peach cobbler at this year’s peach festival.
Brandon has helped with summer camps at
Med Camps of Louisiana and Centrifuge. He
was a member of the Ruston Jaycees for several
years and also served as the president for one of
those years. Through Brandon’s work and civic
involvements, he has grown a large network of
business people he can call on when needed.
Brandon currently sits on the board of directors
for the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce.
In the past weeks, the students have
researched business ideas, been introduced to
Business Plan Basics, began Market Research,
and Strategy & Implementation of Product, Price,
Place and Promotion.
By engaging in this hands-on approach to
learning, students are able to identify with what it
takes to start and run a manufacturing company
or how to become part of a franchise. It is trips
like this that make YEA! the unique experience
that it is and takes experiential learning to a
whole new level.
Of course, all of this wouldn’t be possible
without great community partners and sponsors.
Thank you: Local Championship Sponsor Raising Canes; Scholarship Sponsors - Bank of
Ruston, Grambling Alumni Chapter of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., & Rocketfast Car
Wash; Other Supporters - Louisiana Center for
the Blind & State Senator Mike Walsworth; and
Transportation Sponsor – LMCH The OWL Center.

.

RUSTON

(OFF 1-20 BEHIND RAISING CANE’S)

(318) 254-5117 | OPEN 11AM
MIDNIGHT | 7 DAYS A WEEK

•

Natural Resource Consultants

.

We specialize in Environmental Due Diligence & Regulatory
Compliance for the Energy, Public Transportation, Real Estate
and Commercial Construction Sectors.
Services include Wetland Delineation, Regulatory Compliance
& Permitting, Customized Wetland Mitigation Solutions,
Endangered Species Consultation and Mapping GIS & GPS Applications.

Justin Barnes
Melodye Tanner
Sr. Project Manager
CEO, CFO

Tom Bourland
RF, ACF, CWB
Director of Operations

Biotech South LLC

Ruston, LA 71270
318-202-3709
www.biotechsouthllc.com
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Business Spotlight
The City of Ruston

By Dillon Nelson, Chamber Intern and LA
Tech Journalism Major
Ruston has been on quite the upswing in the
past few years in terms of renovation as well as
innovation. When I was an incoming freshman
at LA Tech in 2012 and getting a really good
look at the city of Ruston for the first time,
I remember thinking how much
potential for growth this little
southern college town seemed
to have. I remember how I
would look at downtown
Park Avenue and think
that the unique shops
scattered here and
there signaled a step
in the right direction
for drumming up some
vital, local color and,
more importantly, some
money that other parts
of town could use to do
the same.
It was right next to
LA Tech and seemed to
suggest an effort on the part
of the city to install a sort of
community hub that Ruston, to some
incoming freshman, might have seemed
to lack. Improving this ripe downtown area
next to campus seemed like a no-brainer. I
have noticed with pleasure a steady, city-wide
transformation since freshman year. I am not
the only one to notice this either. Mayor Ronny
Walker, Trott Hunt and Jay Guillot of Hunt,
Guillot & Associates, a dream team of sorts,
have enlisted to aid in bringing this project to
completion. This team was recently awarded
the Engineering News-Record’s 2015 Regional
Best Project Award for their fine efforts in the
project called Ruston’s Downtown Streetscape
Project that began eight years ago.
This award demonstrates how Ruston’s
potential has not gone unnoticed by the city in
the least. More and more events, business and
initiatives, have slowly broadened Ruston’s
economic and community horizons. “If you
come here on Thursday, Friday or Saturday
night, there are people everywhere, walking
and shopping and eating at restaurants,” says
Mayor Ronny Walker , “There are always things
going on. It’s been a total transformation.” This
kind of exuberant, progressive attitude towards

New Members

Edward Jones
Eric McCulloch Financial Advisor
734 Celebrity Dr., Ruston
(318) 254-0032

the city is clearly indicative of something
special in this mayor’s vision of a respectable,
country college town.
The total project has included the burial
of power lines, addition of green space,
enhancement of sidewalks, and the renovation
of Railroad Park, a great feature to downtown.
The district’s property owners have also been
encouraged to attract residential
growth in the form of lofts on the
upper levels of their building
with the Downtown Living
Initiative, a related subproject. This seems like
a very clever way to add
another dimension to
this area, but, on top
of that, the city plans
to connect Louisiana
Tech to downtown with
a walkway and other
innovative features in
the next two years. These
prospects show wisdom on
the part of the planners of
this project as strengthening
downtown’s connection to Tech
seems like a savvy, measured idea.
These insightful innovations and
renovations have proven wildly successful.
It demonstrates how the city has recognized
the importance of maintaining the integrity
of these aspects of the city and how they are
representative of the Ruston community and
vital to its economy. This award will stand as a
benchmark for the high caliber projects Ruston
could and should benefit from.

2000 Farmerville Hwy.
Ruston, LA 71270
www.genesisenergy.com
•

• Strategic Planning • Safety • Sales
• Team Building • Customer Service
• Leadership & Mgmt Development
•SuccessionDevelopment•Coaching
• Communications

Training that makes Sense!
www.traininglogic.net
318/254-7993
tevans@traininglogic.net
•
Exceeds all customers Expections Every time

Grow Your Business with the
Ruston Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
Endorsed Provider for Electronic Payments.

co ntact us to day.

Philip J. Caronia
337.344.7663
pcaronia@tsys.com
www.tsysmerchantsolutions.com

Save the date!

Starting and Financing
A Small Business
Workshop Presented by
LSBDC of ULM
Monday, January 12, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
At the Chamber office
This workshop is highly recommended
for all individuals interested in
• Determining the feasibility of their
business idea,
• Planning to start or have just started a
small business,
• Expanding their business,
• Seeking a small business loan, or
• Wanting to learn more about
planning.
Topics of discussion will include
business feasibility, business planning,
sources of funds for start-up and
expansion, small business resources, and
required licenses. There is no charge to
attend the workshop, but pre-registration
is requested.
Speaker: Christina Davis, LSBDC
Business Consultant

Tickets
on sale now!

z17th

Call the Dixie
Box Office at
(318) 255-1450

annual z

krewe of A llegro

MARDI GRAS BALL
& SILENT AUCTION

S at u r d a y , J an u a r y 3 0 , 2 0 1 6

proceeds from the night benefit:
Dixie Center for the Arts
Sustaining Building Fund
and the
North Central Louisiana Arts Council

Fee: Free
Register online, rustonlincoln.org or
call 255-2031.
The Chamber Connection (023/623) is published
monthly for $12 a year by the Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce, 2111 North Trenton
St., Ruston, LA 71270. Application to mail at
Periodicals postage rates paid at Ruston, LA and
additional mailing offices.

Neighborhood Market/
WalMart
321 West California Ave., Ruston
(318) 254-7991

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the
Chamber Connection, 2111 North Trenton St.,
Ruston, LA 71270-4420. All contents copyright
and may not be reproduced without permission of
the publisher.
Printed by Ruston Newspapers, Inc.
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Tech Support
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By Martha Hartwell, Hi-Tech Computers of Ruston

IT How To: Disaster Recovery Plan
A Disaster Recovery Plan is a living, breathing
asset to your business and could be the difference
between hours of down time or weeks of lost
productivity. Here are some pointers for building the
most effective DRP for your business:

3) Documentation. In most industries
compliance laws state you must have a documented
DRP. However, just having detailed documentation
of your DRP will be a huge help in the event that
you actually need to use your plan.
4) Practice makes perfect. How do
you know if your DRP works? You have
a “Fire Drill.” This is just as important
as the plan itself because it lets you
know if the plan actually works, how
long it takes to implement, and the exact
steps it take to get your network up and
running again after a disaster. This
also helps to find what works and what
does not and creates a streamlined data
recovery process.

1) Network Security
Assessment. There is no way
to know exactly what state your
network is currently in without
performing a network assessment.
The assessment will show the cracks
and holes in your network that
cyber-criminals are looking for. An
assessment should also be done at
least once a year, and more often if
possible. So if you have had one in
the past, it’s time for a check up.
2) Backups for the backups.
Backups are what you use to restore a damaged
network. So, it goes without saying that element
of a DRP is critical. Having both on-site and offsite backups are also important to have. Off-site
backups are often overlooked if you have on-site
backups. However, off-site backups are important
because they are the backup of the backup. These
are used in the event that your on-site backups are
damaged or lost, like if your building catches on
fire and burn down.

•

Psalm 1:3

McCarter Financial Group, LLC

Most people don’t plan to fail, they fail to plan.

S. Greg McCarter, LUTCF
2028 E. Kentucky Ave.
Ruston, LA 71270

318-255-1444
FAX 318.255.1480

gmccarter@suddenlinkmail.com
mccarterﬁnancialgroup.com

5) Revisit & Revise. Technology is
constantly changing and updating, so it
is important that you continually keep your DRP
up-to-date. Reviewing your DRP and documenting
the changes are imperative to keeping your DRP
effective.
There’s a lot to think about when making a
disaster recovery plan that fits your business’
needs and it can be overwhelming. If you want
to take the first step and schedule a network
assessment, call HiTech at 318.599.1800.

.

Ambassador Spotlight
• Business IT Support
• Ruston Owned & Operated

Cathan Brooks

• Technical Support Plans
• Ruston Fiber Internet

Henderson Financial
(318) 255-9286

318.251.8993

•
visit us online

• APP/SQL/Web Development
• Cloud Services
• IT Consulting & Outsourcing

www.btgsupport.net

How has membership in the RustonLincoln Chamber of Commerce been
of value to you and your professional
development?

What has been the highlight of your
work?
The highlight of my work has been
both personal and professional. I have
been blessed to council and minister to
people and also help them in preparing
their taxes. We’re a tax company that is
open year round. Being here year round
has given me the opportunity to interact
with several businesses as we do their
payrolls and quarterly filings here at
Henderson Financial. I have always taken
pride in my work, especially working with
our clients. There is much joy knowing
that you have helped someone and they are
pleased with your service and they trust
you.

Being a part of the Chamber has
allowed me the opportunity to expand my
ability to network with other companies.
I have had the chance to learn more about
the city of Ruston and what it has to offer.
I have met people that I only heard about
and some I never knew existed, people that
without being a member of the chamber, I
would never had the opportunity to meet.
The chamber has helped expose
Henderson Financial to customers and
potential customers, which has helped in
our line of tax service. Our membership
with the chamber is very important and
we are so thankful for what the chamber
does for us and other businesses.
Community involvement: Chamber
Ambassador, Leadership Lincoln
graduate, member of Springhill Baptist
Church choir and food ministry director.

www.theuncommonbank.com

ALL ACCESS ADVANTAGE CHECKING

Earn 4.25
DIVIDEND ON UP TO $5,000 EACH MONTH

800.522.2748 / lacapfcu.org

Dine-In / Take-Out / Catering
400 South Bonner Street, Ruston
318-202-5951

VISIT WWW.ROSEMARYS-KITCHEN.COM
FOR UPCOMING EVENTS, CATERING MENUS
& MORE!

simple. fresh. good.

Federally Insured by NCUA

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. La Cap Checking (Share draft) Accounts are variable rate accounts. La Cap may change the dividend
rate for your account as determined by the credit union Board of Directors. Dividends are posted and compounded monthly. No
minimum balance required to maintain the account. Applicable fees and conditions could reduce the earnings on your account.
Qualification to earn dividends: - 25 or more posted non-ATM debit card transactions per month: - 4.25% APY on balances up to but not
exceeding $5,000 - .15% APY on balances exceeding $5,000. If qualification stated is not met: - .15% APY on entire balance. Must meet
criteria for opening a checking account.
MJD0714

2 5 5 – 1111

ROSEMARY’S KITCHEN
	
  
LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PRIVATE
OR CORPORATE EVENT
& REMIND YOU WHAT HOMEMADE TASTES LIKE!

Member FDIC

R U S T O N

L I N C O L N

CRIME

STOPPERS
•

Rewards up to $2,000
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A Pause at the Podium
By Cathi Cox-Boniol, Coordinator, Lincoln ACHIEVE

Avoiding the Disconnect
I recently treated Tom to a birthday
ready to roll out a new year. 2016 brings
outing for the Billy Joel concert in Houston.
new state leadership and that means new
He’d never seen the “piano man” and was
policies. You can bet that changes are going
so excited to check it off his music bucket
to impact education at all levels. A change
list. Of course I was thrilled too. I’d seen
in leadership means new guidelines and
Joel about 15 years ago when
criteria, changes in expectations,
he toured with Elton John on
and ultimately new standards.
the “Face to Face” tour. But
There will be new norms and what
I was very curious to see if he
now may still seem new to many
still had it and just how it would
could suddenly be seen as old and
be for him to have the burden
obsolete. We could all be facing
of the entire show on his own
another steep learning curve. That’s
shoulders. So we were both
why everyone in the Lincoln Parish
pumped.
school district is working diligently
Prior to the show starting
to stay in touch and connected to
in the Toyota Center, we made
what’s going on so that we can be
a run to the concession stand.
ready when the shift comes.
Cathi Cox-Boniol
While standing in line we
That being said, there’s never
watched promos for upcoming
a good reason for any of us to
shows as they rolled across the screens
disconnect. We should be keenly aware of
positioned throughout the concourse. As
what’s going on around us, especially when
we waited, I entertained Tom with various
it impacts the larger picture like education
tidbits of useless trivia about the different
does. Even if you no longer have a direct
artists. Madonna, Janet Jackson, Rihanna,
connection to education, what affects us
Justin Bieber, Carrie Underwood, Selena
ultimately affects you. The conditions with
Gomez, Demi Lovato . . . it was a pretty
which our school district must operate within
extensive list.
have a direct impact on our ability to achieve
When Lovato’s promo came up I said,
the highest levels of success, something that
“Oh look, there’s Demi Lovato. She used to
certainly correlates strongly to the success
be a Disney artist, but boy has she had some
of this community as a whole both now and
problems in her life since then.” A young
in the future. Don’t think for a minute that
man standing in front of us immediately
reading achievement, math skills, science
turned around and abruptly said, “I’m
literacy, or graduation rates has no impact on
surprised you even know who she is.”
economic growth in a community. It does
However, I was the one who was completed
and then some. Therefore, it’s so critical that
surprised. Why shouldn’t I know who she
we each be kept up to speed on what’s going
is? Do I look so archaic and disconnected?
on and why.
I’ll just bet I could tell him a thing or two.
Let me challenge you to commit to not
But I didn’t. I just simply replied “Well,
just staying connected but being truly aware
I do still read Rolling Stone each month.”
of the state of education in the coming days,
Whipper snapper!
weeks, and months. Read up on what’s
Thinking about it now, I find a good
going on and stay abreast of the latest
lesson for us all and especially as we get
developments. Be ready for the shift. None
of us should become too archaic to advocate
for what our community needs, education
included. A greater level of understanding
Leadership Lincoln
about education allows a much better
chance of meeting the expectations of all
Class XXIX
our community stakeholders. Remember,
the entire “show” doesn’t need to be on the
The Chamber’s Leadership Lincoln class took
shoulders of those in education.
a look at education during their December session. The schedule included tours to LA Center
for the Blind, Ruston HS/New Tech, LA Delta
Community College and lunch was served at
the Ropp Center where the class heard from Dr.
Jim King, VP of Student Advancement to discuss future plans for LA Tech. The group also
heard speakers from Lincoln ACHIEVE and
Lincoln/Union Truancy Assessment Service
Center (TASC).

Class Roster
Grayson Allen & Madison Wooley – Ruston New Tech
Michael Davis – Railway Coffee
Jordan Rome – Argent Financial
Mark Hunter – LP Assessor’s Office
David Saleh – First National Bank
Ricky Mitchell – LA Delta Community
College
Justin Gwin – Fairfield Inn & Suites
Camtrang Tran – LMCH The OWL Center
Michael Sutton – Bank of Ruston
Brian McClure – Polaris of Ruston
Sarah McKinnie – Origin Bank

Hunt, Guillot & Associates
•

Ruston, Louisiana

originbankonline.com
318-255-2222

®

Ruthie Evans
General Manager II
Ruston/Bastrop/Jonesboro
1001 Cooktown Rd
Ruston, LA 71270
F 318.251.2711
E ruthie.evans@suddenlink.com

Find Where You Fit!
Lincoln ACHIEVE . . . building partnerships to benefit education,
enhance the business environment, and contribute to
a quality life in Lincoln Parish.

FINANCIAL SPONSORSHIP
Schools of Academic Excellence Initiatives

January Business After Hours

You’re Invited!
Danni Jones Physical Therapy & Wellness Lab
invites you to Chamber Business After Hours on
January 19, 5-7 p.m.
108 North Monroe Street in Ruston.

Student and Teacher of the Year
Adopt-A-School

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Leadership And Achievement Initiatives
Student Internships
Job Shadowing

Contact Cathi Cox-Boniol, Lincoln ACHIEVE Coordinator
ccox@lincolnschools.org, 318-255-1430

CHAMBER CONNECTION

Ribbon Cuttings & Ground Breakings
Photo albums available on Facebook.com / RustonChamber

Newk’s Eatery
Offers dine-in, grab-n-go, daily soups, and catering.
301 S. Vienna St., Ruston • (318) 254-7010 • www.newks.com

Paige Volentine, DDS
Ground Breaking at the future site of Dr. Paige’s practice to be named
Trenton Dental Center. Expected to be complete in the summer of 2016.
1605 North Trenton St., Ruston • (318) 255-7946
www.paigevolentinedds.com

Edward Jones – Eric McCulloch Financial Advisor
734 Celebrity Drive, Ruston • (318) 254-0032 • www.edwardjones.com

Plantation Hill Subdivision
Lots range from 1/4 acre to 1.6 acres. *Wooded Lots *Home Owners Association *Waterfront *Restrictive Covenants *35,500-$68,900.
Located on Highway 820, 1/10 mile past Burgessville/water tower.
Acresandavenues.com

My Happy Place Vintage Market
Offers a variety of gifts, furniture and home décor, with over 30 vendors.
2372 Hwy 33, Ruston • (318) 224-7058 • Find them on Facebook

Paradigm Gym
Ground Breaking for new competition size gym.
146 Shaman Ln., Ruston
(318) 202-2122 • www.paradigmgym.net

Better Living Market
Offers organic produce, healthy food items, essential oils and more.
301 North Monroe St., Ruston • www.betterlivingmarket.com

Downtown
Campus

North
Campus

Community
Health Center

309 Jackson Street
Monroe, La
(318) 966-4000

3421 Medical Park Drive
Monroe, La
(318) 966-4000

2600 Tower Drive
Monroe, La
(318) 966-6200

•

stfran.com

www.ensureagency.com
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Touring Lincoln Parish
By Amanda Quimby, Marketing Director, Ruston Lincoln Convention & Visitors Bureau

Lincoln Lights Up the Pines to return in 2016
The Ruston Lincoln Parish Convention
& Visitors Bureau is proud to
announce that Lincoln Lights Up
the Pine’s first year was a success
and the event will be returning in
December of 2016. Ruston’s first
drive-through Christmas lights
display was held Dec. 4-5, 2015 at
Lincoln Parish Park, in partnership
with the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber
of Commerce and a local vintage RV
camping group. The event received
an overwhelming attendance with
over 750 vehicles from all across
North Louisiana and South Arkansas.
Lincoln Parish Park Director James

Ramsaur says, “When we were approached
by Sandra Hart and Harold Parker
of the Vintage Camping group
about the idea for Lincoln Lights
up the Pines, we never imagined
that the first year would be so
successful. We hoped that 100
cars would come for both nights
and we had over 750 cars! We
are excited to see how this event
progresses next Christmas.”
Travis Napper, President/CEO of
the Ruston Lincoln CVB, says, “I
was excited when the idea for this
event was presented and thought it would
be a great addition to the existing holiday

activities in Ruston and Lincoln Parish. We
were thrilled with the response we received
from the public and the support from local
businesses. We hope to grow the amount of
lights next year, and would like to see many
more business participating in decorating
the park.”
Next year’s event is expected to be held
the first weekend in December and will
incorporate more of Lincoln Parish Park’s
features. Any person or business interested
in decorating for the 2nd Annual Lincoln
Lights Up the Pines should send contact
information to frontdesk@rustonlincoln.
com. Reminders will be sent when
registration opens in 2016.

Member Anniversaries
75+ Years

Dixie Center for the Arts
Genesis Energy
Ruston Brick, LLC
Ruston Daily Leader
T.L. James & Co., Inc.

65+ Years

Mitcham Farms, Inc.
Ruston Glass & Mirror

50+ Years

Napper, Madden & Rogers
O'Nealgas, Inc.

40+Years

Driggers & Blackwell Enterprises, Inc.
KXKZ/ESPN 97.7/KPCH 99.3/KRUS 1490
State Farm Insurance - Skip Russell
Today's Realty, Inc.
Walmart Supercenter

30+ Years

Captain D's Restaurant
Chemical Dynamics
Michael L. Walpole, Architect, LLC
State Farm Insurance - Robert Temple

20+ Years

Advantage Resourcing
Albritton Service Company, LLC
Blue Bell Creameries, LP
Frosty Factory of America, Inc.
Lifeshare Blood Centers
Manpower Temporary Services
Ruston Aviation, Inc.
The Cleaners of Ruston

15+ Years

Acme Glass & Mirror
Acres & Avenues Team - Keller Williams
American AVL
Amethyst Construction
Aramark at LA Tech
Ardagh Glass, Inc.
Argent Financial Group, Inc.
Backus True Value Hardware
Baldwin's Jewelers
BancorpSouth
Belue Family Clinic
Business Technology Group, LLC (BTG)
Cedar Creek School
CenterPoint Energy
Century 21 J.E. Barnes

Century Ready Mix
Chironetwork Chiropractic Clinic
Church's Chicken
Coburn's Supply
Comfort Inn
Crawford Environmental Services, LLC
Crow Burlingame, Inc.
Days Inn
Dr. Wesley O. Lynch III
Ewing Timber, LLC
First Baptist Church
Franke Consumer Products, Inc.
Fuqua Companies, LLC
Gilbert Realty
Hunt, Guillot & Associates
iBERIABANK - Ruston Main Office
Jim Taylor Ford Lincoln
Johnston Dental Care
Ken's Coffee Service
Kilpatrick Funeral Homes
La Capitol Federal Credit Union
LA Center For The Blind
Law Offices of Michael S. Coyle
Lincoln Outpatient Therapy Services
Louisiana Insurance Services, Inc.
Louisiana Methodist Childrens Home
Louisiana Tech Division of University
Advancement
Mary Kay Cosmetics - Ruby Garner
Merrill Lynch
National Jewelry Company, Inc.
O'Neal's Farm & Garden
Oral Surgery Associates
Origin Bank
P & L Management Company dba
Paramount Healthcare
Pafford Emergency Medical
Services, Inc.
Patrick Stuckey, D.D.S.
Peach Tree Dental
People Centered Support Services
Radian Hennigan, CPA
Redd Pest Control of Ruston, Inc.
Riley Company of LA, Inc.
Ronnie Ward Automotive Group, Inc.
Russ Place
Ruston Rotary Club - Noon
Secur-It Self Storage
Sherwin Williams
Soil Stabilizers
Squire Creek Country Club &
Development
Sterling Pharmacy
Stor-A-Way Mini Storage

Store your stuff at

Serving Ruston over 30 years!
Conveniently located near Tech Campus
821 W. California • (318) 255-8750

Super 8 Motel
Super One Foods
The Fashion of Ruston
The Lincoln Agency
Tommy's Tees
Trinity United Methodist Church
Tyler Graham Storms
United Way of Northeast Louisiana
Vision Center
Warren Frazier Construction
Company
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Wendy's
Westside Self Storage
Whittington Architects

10+ Years

Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites
Lincoln Realty, Inc.
Mabry Company, LLC
Meyer, Meyer, LaCroix
& Hixson, LLC
Shelter Insurance - Dan Preaus

5+ Years

Avenue Christian Bookstore
Food Bank of Northeast Louisiana
Konica Minolta Business Solutions
Meaux's Plumbing, LLC
North Central LA Arts Council
(NCLAC)
Northern Louisiana Medical Center
RAW Sushi, LLC
Sharon Jackson's Slammin'
Women's Fitness Revolution
The Bridge Community Church Downtown Tech Campus
Vantage Health Plan, Inc.
Waggoner Engineering, Inc.
Walgreens

1+ Years

24/7 Coin Laundry
4 Paws Rescue, Inc.
Barnes & Noble @ Louisiana Tech
Beau Vines Steakhouse
@ The Revelry
BlueLine Rental - West Monroe, LA
Brennan Dodge/Chrysler/Jeep
& Ram
Bullet Designs, Inc.
Campatori Catering, LLC
Charlie's Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

• 3 Meeting Rooms
• Free Breakfast Bar
• Fre WiFi Internet
Holiday Inn Express & Suites®
Ruston
1825 Roberta Ave
Ruston, LA 71270
318-513-9777
holidayInnexpress.com/

•

DeWitt French Giger & Sitton, LLP
Diabetes Care Center
Elite Healthcare Alliance
Ensure - The Insurance Agency
G & C Energy Services
Humana - Ray Ramsey
Hunter Energy Corp.
James L. Davis Construction
JLH Construction Company, Inc.
Keg Package and Cork Room
Kelly Moore Bag
Kona Ice of NELA
Lagniappe Embroidery & Gift Shoppe
Law Office of Richard J. Gallot, Jr.
Leslie Lakes Retirement Center
Lincoln Health Foundation
Lincoln Medical Clinic, LLC
Lincoln Parish School District
Lincoln Parish
Assessor Sheila Bordelon
M & M Printing dba Davis & Associates
M.L. Smith, Jr., LLC
Martin Presence Property
Management
MCS
Med-Camps of Louisiana
Morrison Companies
Murphy Bros. Trucking
& Construction, LLC
Nadel & Gussman Ruston, LLC
New Beginnings Wellness Center & Spa
Newk's Eatery
Palmetto Addiction Recovery Center
Park Avenue Antiques
Pennington Financial, LLC
Ragan Builders
Regional Consulting Services, Inc.
RelaDyne Hill Oil Company
Rocketfast Car Wash
Roma Italian Bistro
Ruston High School & New Tech @
Ruston
Senator Mike Walsworth
Serenity Springs Specialty Hospital
South Parkway Church
St. Thomas Aquinas Church
STC, LLC
Tax Max
Thornburg Monuments
TSYS
Twin Creeks Realty
University Crossing Apartments
WHS Productions
Yeager, Watson & Assoc., Inc.

