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Chamber honors Ambassador, Business of
the Year at Davison Complex
the way on important
community issues.

The Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce
and LA Tech College of
Business partnered for
a lovely awards dinner
on September 29 at the
new Davison Athletics
Complex.

Chamber Awards
Ruston Daily Leader
was named Business
of the Year and local
businesswoman Sunni
Chevallier was tapped as
Chamber Ambassador of
the Year.
Sunni is the
Commercial Staffing
Account Executive for
Advantage Resourcing.

College of Business
Awards

Sunni Chevallier,
Ambassador of the Year and
Judy Copeland, President of
the Chamber.
She recently received an
“Honorable Mention”
award for the Top 20
Under 40 Professionals in
N.E. La.
Rick Hohlt. Publisher
and VP of Ruston

Mike McCallister was
inducted into the College of
Business Hall of Fame.
Finance teacher, Bill McJudy Copeland, President of Cumber was named Teacher
the Chamber and Rick Hohlt,
of the Year, and Jinyoung
Publisher of the Ruston
Wynn and Hani Mesak as
Daily Leader.
the college’s Researcher of
the Year Award winners.
Newspapers, Inc. and his
Wynn is an associate
staff were honored as
professor in the School of
the Business of the Year.
Accountancy. Mesak teaches
Rick and his staff are
quantitative analysis in the
constantly supporting
Department of Marketing
Lincoln Parish through
volunteering and leading
and Analysis.

Congratulations to the recent recipients
of “Employer of the Month” recognition
awarded by the City of Ruston.

Nov. 11
Veteran’s Day
Nov. 12
Leadership
Lincoln:
Healthcare &
Social Services
Nov. 12
Business After
Hours
See page ?
Nov. 26-27
The Chamber
staff wishes you
a Happy & Safe
Thanksgiving
Holiday!
Chamber office will
be closed.
Nov. 28
Small Business
Saturday
#ShopRuston

2015-16 Adopt-A-School Program Underway
A Collaborative Initiative Between Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce and Lincoln ACHIEVE

Pictured above is the City of Ruston’s October Employer of
the Month, Hunt, Guillot & Associates.

Louisiana Tech University The largest employer in Ruston,
employing approximately 1,200
faculty and staff.

Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home - Employs approximately 350 people on its
Ruston campus.

Lincoln Parish School Board –
2nd largest employer, employing
just over 1,000 employees.

Genesis Energy - Employs
approximately 125 people at its
Ruston trucking location.

Northern Louisiana Medical
Center - Employs approximately 520 people and is the city's
3rd largest employer.

Hunt, Guillot & Associates –
HGA’s home office in Ruston
employs 300 with a $28 million
payroll.

The AAS program aims to bring more community
involvement to Lincoln Parish public and private schools through pairing
schools with community partners –
businesses, churches, civic groups, even individuals.

Highlights:
· 2015-16 school year has 100 partnerships through 74
adopters and 3 District partners (2014-15: 76 partnerships
through 54 adopters, and 1 District partner)
· School have raised $12,239.22 to date for Wiggin’ Out as
new fall service project
· Watch for the first quarter Partnership Post newsletter in
November
· Holiday Food Drive to support CCA set for December 5-9,
2015
See RustonLincoln.org for a list of Partners.
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Chamber Update
By Judy Copeland, President, Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

Our Youth, Our Future
Planning for the future
is something most of us
think about, if not for
business then for personal
reasons. We review our
strategic plans, invest
in our retirement, write
out our wills and many
other things that go along
with preparing for the
future of our businesses
or our personal lives,
but do you plan on
where your workforce
is coming from? Yes, we
have our universities
and our community
colleges, and they do a
good job of training and
preparing people for the
workforce, but did you
know you can help too?

Lincoln Parish ACHIEVE
Simply by investing in
for Adopt-a-School. If you
programs that teach and
aren’t already a sponsor,
motivate our youth to be
I encourage you to get
more involved in their
involved. This program
community and allow
doesn’t have to
them to network
cost you money,
with business
it may be that
people can
you volunteer
create a pathway
to read or be a
for a better
speaker at one
workforce. There
of our Lincoln
are civic clubs
Parish Schools.
that mentor and
Your presence in
teach our young
the schools may
people how to
Judy Copeland
encourage those
be charitable
children to learn
with their time.
more about your business
You could sponsor a high
or organization. They
school student for one of
may one day be a manager
these clubs.
in your company simply
Your Chamber of
because you engaged in a
Commerce partners with

Board Spotlight
Mike Stone, Lincoln Parish Sheriff
What sparked your interest in working
in your field?
My Dad, George H. Stone Sr. was a Ruston
Police Officer for nearly 25 years. I
admired him and always saw him
as a person who cared for others
and enjoyed serving. I was around
law enforcement all my life and
have a great respect for those who
serve as law enforcement officers.
What has been the highlight
of your work?
It has been twofold. First were
the years I spent teaching the
D.A.R.E Program in the Lincoln
Parish Schools. Next would be the honor of
serving as Sheriff of this great Parish.
How has membership in the RustonLincoln Chamber of Commerce been
of value to you and your professional
development?
Our Office is new to the Chamber and we

look forward to being involved in all that
the Chamber has to offer. In light of recent
developments in Law Enforcement it is
crucial for us to be community
oriented and listen to the Business
Community as we work together to
build a safe, welcoming community.
Who is your favorite role
model – and why?
Besides my Father, I would also
have to name Captain R.L. Goss
who was with the City Police for
many years and was Chief Deputy
of the Sheriff ’s Office when I started
there. He was a true gentleman and
servant to all the people.
Community Involvement:
Community Involvement: Member
Ruston Kiwanis Club, Temple Baptist
Church, Former Board member of the
Boys & Girls Club, Methodist Children’s
Home, and the Mt. Harmony Trinity Vision
Program.

2016 USA Magazine
The Ruston Lincoln USA is your onestop shop for all things Lincoln Parish. New residents and visitors are encouraged to pick up a copy at a local
hotel or at the Chamber of Commerce
offices at 2111 N. Trenton Street.
Each year, the Ruston Lincoln Chamber of Commerce releases an annual
Community and Relocation guide
called the Ruston Lincoln USA. The
2016 edition, which will be available
in February, contains everything that
a Ruston resident should know. From
attractions to festivals and education
to healthcare, the Ruston Lincoln
USA has got it covered.
The Chamber of Commerce goes out
of its way to guarantee that the Ruston

Lincoln USA is a quality production,
and the 2016 guide is no exception. The
newest catalog features a whole new
look complete with flashy graphics and
updated, reader-friendly content.
Near the end of the USA, readers will
find a comprehensive listing of chamber
members titled Shopper’s Guide. Organized by category, the shopper’s guide
allows readers to efficiently contact or
locate the business of their choosing.
Each year, the Chamber of Commerce
distributes the once-yearly publication
to local tourism hot spots, hotels, and
government offices. For this reason, it
is important that each chamber member
logs on to ChamberMaster and update
his or her contact information.

conversation with them,
which quite possibly
could be the one thing that
showed them they had
self worth. Your Chamber
of Commerce also has a
new program called Young
Entrepreneurs Academy
(YEA!), partnering with
Louisiana Tech and
Lincoln Parish Achieve,
this program teaches
students in grades 6 – 12
how to start their own
business. You could be a
sponsor of this program
in many ways. The
Chamber of Commerce
needs monetary sponsors
to help cover the expenses
of school supplies,
transportation, licensing

fees, printing needs, and
scholarships for these
new businesses or you
could be a mentor, guest
speaker, CEO roundtable
participant, fieldtrip
business, pizza party
sponsor, instructor, or
sit on the investor panel.
We believe this program
is part of planning for
our community’s future.
Maybe some of these
student’s businesses don’t
last five or ten years, but
they will understand what
it’s like to run a business,
which could only make
for a good employee in
your business. Invest in
your future by investing in
theirs!

Executive Board
Executive Chair & Finance, Mike Jones
Argent Financial
Chair Elect & Organizational Devt.
Patrick Blanchard, OWL Center
Past Chair, Aaron Paul, BTG
Community Devt., Cathi Cox-Boniol
LP School District
Program Devt., Lee Denny, Bank of Ruston
Economic Devt., Doug Postel
LA Delta Comm. College

Board of Directors
Alana Belton, Wingstop
Sheila Bordelon, LP Assessor
Neal Carter, Community Trust Bank
Travis Lee, Chartreuse Pear
Rodney Manning, The Ensure Group
Randy Null, Ruston Artisans
Donna Ott, Hunt, Guillot & Associates
Sharon Shrell, First National Bank
Brandon Sutherland, Hampton Inn
Emily Gatlin, Legacy Rehabilitation
Ex-Officio Members
Les Guice, LA Tech Univ.
Courtney Hall, LP Police Jury
Ronny Walker, Ruston Mayor
Kristi Lumpkin, Ruston Econ. Devt.
Gregg Phillips, State Farm
Otto O. Meyers III, Grambling State Univ.
Ranaee Thomas-Walley, RL Crime Stoppers
Mike Stone - Lincoln Parish Sheriff

Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce Staff

Judy Copeland, President
Ivana Flowers, Communications & Special Events
Melissa Carpenter, Office Manager

Ruston Lincoln Convention
& Visitors Bureau Staff

Travis Napper, Executive Director
Amanda Quimby, Marketing Director
Tori Ward, CVB Marketing/PR Assistant
Elizabeth Hollaway & Hannah Yi, Administrative Assistants
Deadline for submitting newsletter information
is the 15th of the month.
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Lincoln Lights Up the Pines
Drive-Thru Christmas Lights Display
in Lincoln Parish Park, A New
Tradition

November Business After Hours
Please join us for the 3rd annual RustonLincoln & West Monroe-West Ouachita
Chambers of Commerce joint Business
After Hours at the lovely Landry Vineyards.
Whether warm or chilly temps, you'll love
the atmosphere. Don't forget your business
cards, you'll be meeting new people from
our neighboring Chamber. We'll have great
door prizes, entertainment, food, wine and
fun.

Opens 1ST Weekend in December, 2015
Partnering with a local vintage
camping group and Lincoln Parish Park,
the Chamber and CVB are reaching out
to you to decorate for Lincoln Lights Up
the Pines, the first Lincoln Parish Park
drive-thru Christmas lights celebration.
This new attraction not only will be
a great addition to our community’s
Christmas festivities, 100% of the
proceeds will go to benefit our beautiful
and beloved Lincoln Parish Park.
Admission price will be $5 per vehicle.
In an attempt to create a trail of
lights beginning at the park admission
booth and continuing to the RV sites, we
are looking for participants to decorate.
The spaces, measuring a minimum of
25 yards, can be reserved for $100 to
promote your business/organization.
Set-up will take place on Thursday,
December 3. Decorations can be as
simple as a lighted Christmas tree or
as extravagant as you like, but it must
include lights. Participating businesses
and organizations are encouraged to
incorporate your business sign into the
area. Lights can be taken down during
the last week of December or may
be donated to the park in an effort to
enhance the 2016 exhibit.

The Ruston Daily Leader would like to thank the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and
the Lincoln Parish business community for their support in 2015.
It is an honor to be selected as the Lincoln Parish

Business of the Year

Ruston Daily Leader

Serving this community for 120 years • 212 West Park Avenue

.

Like & Share “Lincoln Lights Up the
Pines” on Facebook.

•

.

•

Ruston, LA
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October Business After Hours
2000 Farmerville Hwy.
Ruston, LA 71270
www.genesisenergy.com
•

• Strategic Planning • Safety • Sales
• Team Building • Customer Service
• Leadership & Mgmt Development
•SuccessionDevelopment•Coaching
• Communications

Training that makes Sense!
www.traininglogic.net
318/254-7993
tevans@traininglogic.net
•
Exceeds all customers Expections Every time

Davison Athletics Complex
Thanks to LA Tech Athletics Department
for hosting the October Business After Hours.
Guests enjoyed networking, meeting coaches &
other athletic staff and seeing the beautiful new
facility. Refreshments were by Aramark, and
door prizes were provided by The Dixie Center
for the Arts, The Fabric Shop, N. Central LA Arts

Council (NCLAC), The OWL Center, Paradigm
Gym, Princeton Place, Rocketfast Car Wash,
Rosemary’s Kitchen and Ruston Community
Theatre.
To reserve the Davison Athletics Complex for
your next event contact Ms. Keri King at kmking@
latech.edu.

NCLAC

More than 40 Chamber Members
Attended our Customer Service
Workshop in October
The Chamber, Dale Carnegie Training (Paul Phillips &
Assoc, Inc.) and the LA Tech College of Business partnered
to offer a “Customer Service: Turning Transactions into Relationships” workshop on October 6. Paul Phillips covered
material such as tricks for remembering names, building a
consistent customer base, and exceeding customer expectations.
The Chamber also took this opportunity to celebrate with
a ribbon cutting for its new partnership with Paul Phillips
& Associates Dale Carnegie Training. LA Tech College of
Business and Dale Carnegie Training recently formed a
formal partnership and are currently providing courses in
Ruston and Shreveport.
Do you have a suggestion for a workshop topic?
Tell us! Email iflowers@rustonlincoln.org.

HOLIDAY
ARTS TOUR
ARTS ARTIST

FOR DEMOS

KIDS

MUSIC
ART CRAWL

DECEMBER 4-5

DOWNTOWN RUSTON

FACEBOOK.COM/HOLIDAYARTSTOUR

Stuff Santa’s Sack!
If your business/organization would like to
participate in a toy drive that will serve local
families, we’ve made it simple for you! All toys
will be picked up on Friday, December 11 and
sorted to be delivered to families that weekend.
Please contact Cathi Cox-Boniol if you plan to
participate, ccox@lincolnschools.org.

The Chamber Connection (023/623) is published
monthly for $12 a year by the Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce, 2111 North Trenton
St., Ruston, LA 71270. Application to mail at
Periodicals postage rates paid at Ruston, LA and
additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the
Chamber Connection, 2111 North Trenton St.,
Ruston, LA 71270-4420. All contents copyright
and may not be reproduced without permission of
the publisher.
Printed by Ruston Newspapers, Inc.
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Tech Support
By Martha Hartwell, Hi-Tech Computers of Ruston

Cybercriminals Have a Bull’s-Eye
on Small Business
Are you protected? Are you sure? With
cybercriminals becoming more and more
sophisticated your once strong network
could have a leak you don’t even know about.
Read to find out how to prevent a leak and
keep you business safe.
A survey by the National
Small Business Association
says 61% of small businesses
reported being victims of a
cybercrime within the last 12
months. The average cost to
recover from a cyber-attack
has skyrocketed from $8,699
per attack in 2013 to $20,752
per attack in 2014. And, of
the businesses surveyed, 68%
said they’d been hacked more
than once. Experts agree, as
cybercriminals become more
sophisticated, the threat to
small businesses is going to get worse before
it gets better. So what can you do to beat the
bad guys? Here are three common ploys used
by hackers and how you can fend them off:
Phishing: A really legitimate-looking
e-mail urges you to click a link or open a file
that triggers a malware installation on your
computer.
Best Defense: Don’t let anyone in your
company open files or click links in an
e-mail unless they’re certain who it came
from.
Cracking Your Password: Hackers
can run programs 24/7 testing password
combinations. The easier your password is
to guess, the more likely it is they’ll crack it.

Best Defense: Consider using a password
manager that generates and stores toughto-crack passwords. For extra security, use
unique passphrases for financial accounts in
case the manager gets hacked.
Drive-By Download: You
visit what appears to be an
innocent site; yet when you
click, your device gets hacked
– and you may never know it,
until it’s too late.
Best Defense: Make sure
your browser is up-to-date,
or use one that updates
automatically, such as Firefox
or Chrome. Internet Explorer
users have been found to
be most vulnerable to these
attacks.
Unfortunately, these three examples are
just a small sampling of the dozens of ever
more ingenious ways cybercriminals are
breaking down the doors and destroying
unprepared businesses.
Let us help to uncover gaps in your
company’s online security. Call HiTech
Computers at 318.599.1800 to schedule
a Network Security Assessment. This
assessment will discover weak spots in
your network’s security. Our trained
security analysts will then use the findings
to come up with a plan to strengthen your
security and guard against the thousands of
cybercriminals lurking on the web.

Ambassador Spotlight
Audra Mahoney

Branch Manager, Advantage
Resourcing
255-1571
audra.mahoney@advantageresourcing.
com
What sparked your interest in
working in your field? With my
background being in healthcare, I’ve
always felt drawn towards the self satisfaction that comes along with helping others.
Combined with my love of Administration and
Management, this field is ideal for me. I love
being able to help people that are unemployed,
or that are looking to take the next step in their
career.
How has membership in the Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce been of value to

•

.

•

you and your professional development? The Ruston-Lincoln Chamber
of Commerce has been a huge value
to me in helping me transition into my
current role with our company. After
accepting a promotion, coming into
the Ruston area was a bit intimidating.
Learning a new market, new businesses,
new people, etc. is like starting over! I
can honestly say the transition couldn’t
have been easier. Everyone here has
been so warm and friendly and has
welcomed me with open arms.
Community Involvement:
Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Member
Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
Ambassadors Club
Monroe Chamber of Commerce
Ambassadors Club

2 5 5 – 1111

ROSEMARY’S KITCHEN
	
  
LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PRIVATE
OR CORPORATE EVENT
& REMIND YOU WHAT HOMEMADE TASTES LIKE!
Dine-In / Take-Out / Catering
400 South Bonner Street, Ruston
318-202-5951

VISIT WWW.ROSEMARYS-KITCHEN.COM
FOR UPCOMING EVENTS, CATERING MENUS
& MORE!

simple. fresh. good.

R U S T O N

L I N C O L N

CRIME

STOPPERS
•

Rewards up to $2,000
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A Pause at the Podium
By Cathi Cox-Boniol, Coordinator, Lincoln ACHIEVE

A Journey Toward Success
For more than a decade, I’ve been in
26: cost estimators, 25: stonemasons, 24:
a partnership with a former colleague
health educators, 23: audiologists, 22:
from Louisiana Tech University. She’s an
bicycle repairers, 21: dental hygienists,
engineer, and we shared
20: physical therapists,
an office while working
19: brickmasons and
with CATALyST (Center
blockmasons, 18: marriage
for Applied Teaching
and family therapists, 17:
and Learning to Yield
market research analysts
Scientific Thinking) there.
and marketing specialists,
Daily we shared from our
16: medical secretaries,
unique perspectives and
15: interpreters and
soon discovered that an
translators, 14: glaziers, 13:
education-engineering
physical therapist aides,
collaboration had the
12: occupational therapy
potential to create a
assistants, 11: diagnostic
powerful resource for
medical sonographers, 10:
teachers. And our journey
meeting, convention, and
began.
event planners, 9: plumbers,
Three books, countless
pipefitters, and steamfitters,
classroom materials kits,
8: physical therapist
and dozens of workshops
assistants, 7: reinforcing
across the country later,
iron and rebar workers, 6:
we have found that we
veterinary technologists
Cathi Cox-Boniol
were right. There is an
and assistants, 5:
undeniable yet effective
carpenters, 4: brickmasons,
energy that comes from collaborating across
blockmasons, stonemasons, tile and marble
disciplines, and education is a key part of
setters, 3: biomedical engineers, 2: home
making that a successful equation. Hearing
health aides, and 1: personal care aides.
from the content specialist is essential—
That’s a list that can certainly help with
it’s where the meat of the matter lies;
informed decisions.
however, more times than not it takes the
Some of our students are already
education specialist to help open the door
thinking hard about their future. In
to opportunity and then translate it for the
preparation for the launch of this month’s
student.
YEA! (Young Entrepreneurs Academy)
With Louisiana now in a full-court press
initiative in Lincoln Parish, I was privileged
with its Jump Start program, students
to interview the young people who will
will be required to begin making decisions
be participating in the program. Without
about the opportunities they want to take
fail, each of them recognized that just
advantage of as they visualize what they
because they were interested in something,
want their life to look like. Those key
passionate about it, or even really good at it,
decisions will begin taking place late in
this didn’t mean they were equipped to run
middle school and must be well-defined by
a business. And maybe even it wasn’t the
high school. However, we can’t afford to
specific road they needed to take. They saw
let our students wait until middle school to
the value in interfacing with real people in
begin realizing their potential and pursuing
their passion. They need to know what’s
out there and what it’s going to take to be
successful while making their dreams come
true.
Perhaps that means letting them in
on what jobs might be available. While
doing research recently, I came across an
article that outlined the Top 30 fastestgrowing jobs by 2020 as projected by the
US Bureau of Labor Statistics. Those
included 30: veterinarian, 29: pile-driver
operator, 28: mental health counselors, 27:
medical scientists, except epidemiologists,

Hunt, Guillot & Associates
•

Ruston, Louisiana

•

the real world whose journey had already
begun. They knew there was much to learn
from these professionals and that their
experience could help them as they get their
own journey toward success underway.
Sharing our own journeys will be
essential in making our students’ journey
as successful as possible. Whether
participating in YEA!, collaborating
through different Jump Start opportunities,
or advising students on other postsecondary prospects and expectations, as a
professional in this community you are a
critical part of this educational expedition.
It’s a journey we can and should all get
excited about embarking on.

originbankonline.com
318-255-2222
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Ribbon Cuttings
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A message from the
Chamber Incoming Chair,
Patrick Blanchard
We’re so proud of our mission to cultivate a
healthy business environment that we’re using it
in a new Public Service Announcement campaign
to draw attention to the dedicated work the Chamber and its members are doing in our business
community.
You may have already heard some of our PSAs
on 99.3 FM Retro Radio, Z107.5 FM Big Z Country and ESPN Ruston-Monroe 97.7FM.

Fyzical Therapy & Balance Centers
730 Celebrity Dr., Ruston
(318) 224-8994
www.fyzical.com

If you believe your business has done an
exceptional job at cultivating a healthy business
environment, please contact Patrick at patrickcblanchard@gmail.com. We invite to participate
in our PSA program by recording a short segment
to be aired on local radio.

PT PLUS is now FYZICAL Therapy and Balance Centers. FYZICAL will remain under the
ownership and direction of Dr. Jerry Yarborough and will continue to offer a full range of
therapy services with an ADDED FOCUS on Fall Prevention and Balance Training.

•

Polaris of Ruston

1716 Celebrity Dr., Ruston
(318) 251-1399 polarisofruston.com/
Malone Polaris has been serving Ruston-Lincoln for 12 years and is now Polaris of Ruston.
They carry Polaris ATVs and side by sides. Polaris of Ruston also carries Dixie Chopper
commercial mowers. They have in-house service and a full parts department for all the lines
they sell.

New Horizon Counseling Agency, LLC

1231 Farmerville Hwy., Ruston (318) 224-7017
New Horizon Counseling Agency, LLC is a comprehensive mental and behavioral health
care agency that provides services through Psychiatric Rehabilitation.
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Touring Lincoln Parish
By Amanda Quimby, CVB Marketing Director

Ruston Fall Happenings
A Preview of Holiday Events in Ruston
Christmas in Ruston is magical and elicits
all those warm feelings of being home for the
holidays. The City of Ruston and many other
community partners have been hard at work
planning a very busy and exciting calendar
of events for the holiday season. We hope to
residents and visitors alike come out and take
part in all the festivities.
The holiday fun will be kicking off with
North Louisiana’s premier holiday shopping
market – Holidays in Cedar town on Nov.
12-14 at the Ruston Civic Center. With over
45 vendors and live music, it’s the perfect
opportunity to get started on your Christmas
list or pick out a few holiday decorations for
your home.

Member Anniversaries
30+ Years

Bromell Agency

15+ Years

Triad Builders of Ruston

10+ Years

The Fabric Shop
Hot Rod Bar-B-Q
McCarter Financial Group, LLC
Raising Cane's Chicken Fingers
Townsend House Gifts
The UPS Store

5+ Years

6-K Development
All Hours Fitness
Bank of Ruston - Farmerville
Hwy.
Blue Wire Electronics
Danni Jones Physical Therapy &
Wellness Lab
H&R Block
Johnny's Pizza House
Paige Volentine, D.D.S.
Princeton Place
Ruston Country Club
Ruston Womens Specialty Center
- Landon Smith, M.D.

1+ Years

American Cancer Society
David T. Cole, CPA
Firehouse Soulfood & Grillin'
Gibson's Natural Grocer
Landry Vineyards
Merle Norman Ruston
Southern Lace Boutique

Nov. 19-21 is Downtown Christmas
Open House. This year local business have
gathered together for Shop for Good on the
19th, partnering with local nonprofits and donating proceeds
to those organizations. The
Downtown Christmas Open
House will also be your chance
to see downtown’s Christmas
decorations, take advantage of
extended store hours and get in
on some great sales to start the
season.
Ruston Community Theatre
has a fun production lined up for
us. “A Christmas Story” is an alltime favorite during the holidays
and will be taken to the Dixie Center for the
Arts stage Dec. 3-6. Holiday Arts Tour will be
Dec. 4-5 in Downtown Ruston. Be sure to take
this unique opportunity to celebrate the arts
in our area. Shops will host visual artists
and their works, as well as demonstrations
and children’s activities; plus, live musical
performances!
New to Christmas in Ruston this year is
an artificial ice rink! The rink will be located
in the Sexton parking lot from Dec. 3-14, and
will use real ice skates. This is going to be a

great activity for the whole family to come
out and enjoy Downtown Ruston.
More activities downtown include is Santa
in the Park. Children will have
the chance to visit with Santa in
Railroad Park on Dec. 5, 12 and 19.
Several school choirs will come out
to Railroad Park and sing for the
community in Winter Fest on Dec.
11.
Highly anticipated this year
is Ruston’s first drive-through
Christmas lights display! Lincoln
Lights Up the Pines will be held
in Lincoln Parish Park beginning
December 4. You don’t want to
miss this inaugural trail of lights
running through one of the state’s most
beautiful parks.
The Christmas spirit that is present
in Ruston is undeniably infectious. The
CVB encourages you to invite your friends
and family to join in on the Christmas
shopping, ice skating and all of our holiday
celebrations.
For more information on these and
other events in the area, visit www.
experienceruston.com or give us a call at
(318) 255-2031.

New Members
Lincoln Parish
Library & Events
Center
(318) 251-5030
910 North Trenton St., Ruston

Best Western Plus
Ruston
(318) 512-5719
1011 Willow Glen Blvd.,

Trenton Interiors
& Company
(318) 255-7698
111 North Trenton St., Ruston

•

