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Ribbon Cutting
New Horizon Counseling Agency
1231 Farmerville
Hwy., Ruston
Oct. 13
5-7 p.m.
Business After Hours
LA Tech Athletics
Department
Davison Athletics
Complex
Oct. 27
8-9 a.m. or 2-3 p.m.
Tax Credits Workshop
LP Sheriff’s Office
Complex
Oct. 27
Noon
Ambassadors
Meeting
Chamber/CVB board
room

A Publication of the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

October 2015

Leadership Lincoln XXIX
In its 29th year, Leadership Lincoln is a 10-month
program offered by the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce that broadens the awareness of its participants
while fostering growth in their ability to accept more
responsibility in their communities. This one-day-a-month
leadership class traditionally starts with a 2-day Team
Building session at the OWL Center.
This phenomenal kick-off event transforms a group
of strangers into a cohesive team full of esprit de corps!
Beginning with group Initiatives, OWL Director Cindy
Croft breaks through initial tension, fear and distrust.
Introducing the majestic horse into the midst of this
nascent team, Equine Supervisor Samantha Luttrell
challenges them to work together to accomplish a myriad
of horse-related goals. Returning to the Low Ropes Course,
Cindy hones the rough edges off the emerging team and
finishes the day with four liberating trust falls!
Day 2 focuses entirely on the High Ropes Course.
Participants flew down our Zip Line but first had to scale

the heights of the wiggly Centipede or the daunting Inclined
Log, then scamper across cable bridges 20 feet above the
ground. Always a favorite, many participants took the
absolutely transformational leap off of the Power Pole – some
even managed to catch the Trapeze Bar. The team finished
the day with the Rock Wall and Giant Swing then enjoyed a
delicious meal at the Bunk House.
This program is co-facilitated by Patrick Blanchard,
Marketing Director at The OWL Center and Judy Copeland,
President of the Chamber of Commerce.
LL XXIX Class Roster
Grayson Allen & Madison Wooley, Ruston New Tech;
Michael Davis, Railway Coffee; Jordan Rome, Argent
Financial; Mark Hunter, LP Assessor’s Office; David Saleh,
First National Bank; Rickey Mitchell, LA Delta Community
College; Justin Gwin, Fairfield Inn & Suites; Camtrang
Tran, LA Methodist Children’s Home; Michael Sutton, Bank
of Ruston; Brian McClure, Polaris of Ruston; and Sarah
McKinnie, Community Trust Bank

Lincoln Lights Up the Pines

Workshop: Customer Service – Turning
Transactions into Relationships

October 6, 8-9 a.m.
Held at LA Tech College of Business Rawle Conference
Center, Room 111

December 5-6, 2015
Partnering with a local vintage camping group and
Lincoln Parish Park, the Chamber/CVB will be reaching
out to you soon to take registrations for decorating for
Lincoln Lights Up the Pines, the first Lincoln Parish
Park drive-thru Christmas lights celebration.
In an attempt to create a trail of lights beginning
at the park admission booth and continuing to the RV
sites, we are looking for participants to decorate. 25
yard areas for $100 can be reserved to promote your
business/organization. Decorations can be as simple
as a lighted Christmas tree or as extravagant as you
like, but it must include lights. Participating businesses
and organizations are encouraged to incorporate their
business sign into the area.

Come

Facilitated by Paul
Phillips, Dale Carnegie
Trainer
Topics:
The critical 7-10 seconds
How to remember names
Bringing down barriers & creating trust
Exceeding customer expectations – the 5% difference
Follow up – follow through…creating an attitude of
service
Purpose: The ability to turn a single transaction into a
repeat customer is built around relationships. Customers buy
from organizations they trust, like & feel comfortable doing
business with. Much simpler said than done. This seminar
focuses on key issues that can be implemented immediately
that will impact business and “win friends and influence
people”.
$15 fee waived for first 40 registrants

with us.

www.bankruston.com
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Chamber Update
By Judy Copeland, President, Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

Chamber and members connect with the students
We recently partnered
with Louisiana Tech to
host “A Taste of Ruston”
on the University’s
campus. We are always
looking for a way to
showcase our member
businesses and the
opportunity arose for the
Chamber to take over the
facilitation of “A Taste
of Ruston”, an event
previously put on by La
Tech Student Affairs.
We were thrilled to
have this opportunity
and opened it up to all
Chamber businesses, not

located off campus
just restaurants. Our
that they might never
member businesses
have known about had
hospitality gives a true
it not been
taste of Ruston.
for this event.
We had over
There was no
40 businesses
fee to have a
and around
booth there,
500 incoming
but we did ask
freshmen attend
our members
this event. I
to provide us
was truly
Judy
Copeland
with a door
impressed with
prize valued
the turnout and
at $25. As the
the interaction
students registered for
I saw taking place at
their chance to win a
every booth there. The
door prize, we were
freshmen were able to
able to ask them if they
learn about businesses

Notes From The Chair
By Mike Jones, Chairman, Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

The Rhythm of Life
Altogether I have
summer and into the
spent 29 years of my life
beginning of the school
in Ruston, but
year was
summer 2015
quite the eye
was the first
opener. There
time--save two
is a rhythm
short weekend
to life in our
getaways--that I
city and the
spent the entire
summer is most
summer in town.
definitely our
That’s right.
S-L-O-W season.
No summer
Families
vacation. (But
vacation.
before you get to
Businesses
Mike Jones
feeling too sorry
(those that can)
for me, I did get away
cut back. University
in April and September.
students disappear.
You see, my wife and I
Simply stated, there is
are relatively new empty
just less energy in the
nesters and travel is less
summer than during
costly in the off seasons.)
other times of the year.
Spending that time
Then Labor Day:
in Ruston during the
vacationers come home;

public schools have
opened; LaTech and GSU
resume full schedules.
Lincoln Parish comes
alive. Commerce
hastens. Money
circulates. Church
parking lots have more
cars. The pace of life
quickens and the energy
level of the city rises.
And I love it! Our local
economy seems to boom.
I personally become
more productive. Finally
life is back to “normal”
for Ruston and the
surrounding area.
So what do we do
next? Dream about what
we are going to do when
life slows down again
next summer, of course!

Board Spotlight
Welcome New Board Members
Chamber board
member Erica Wheelis
of Centric Federal Credit
Union has
transferred
to the
Monroe
location,
therefore
resigning
from her
seat on the
RustonLincoln
Chamber.
Emily Gatlin,
previously
nominated
to sit on the board
has agreed to take
that position for the
remainder of Erica’s

term, through December
2015 and has expressed
a desire to continue as a
new nominee
for the 2016
election. A
little about
Emily:
· CEO/
CFO of
Legacy
Rehabilitation
for 6 years
· Certified
Public
Accountant
since 2008
· Two
Bachelors of Science
from La Tech one in
Finance and one in
Accounting

· Married to Steven
Gatlin, an attorney
and assistant DA in
Claiborne Parish
· One daughter,
Hadley who is 5 and
attends kindergarten at
Cedar Creek
Also new to the
board is Ex-Officio
member Sheriff Mike
Stone. And Otto Meyers
has replaced Dr. John
Rosenthall as Ex-Officio
representing Grambling
State University. Mr.
Meyers is Interim
VP for Research,
Advancement &
Economic Development.

would be interested in
receiving our weekly
email to know what
was happening in the
community. To my
surprise, we must have
filled up at least three
pages of emails. How
refreshing is that?
After the event, we
had many members
thank us for helping
them to have access to
the students in their
domain. All I can say is,
we gave you the key and
you opened the door. We

want to say thank you
to all of you who helped
set up tables and chairs
(and break them down),
and to those of you
who participated and,
of course, Louisiana
Tech Student Affairs
for giving us this
opportunity. We can
only hope that next year
we have more members
participate and we
show the Louisiana
Tech Students that
Ruston appreciates
them.

Executive Board
Executive Chair & Finance, Mike Jones
Argent Financial
Chair Elect & Organizational Devt.
Patrick Blanchard, OWL Center
Past Chair, Aaron Paul, BTG
Community Devt., Cathi Cox-Boniol
LP School District
Program Devt., Lee Denny, Bank of Ruston
Economic Devt., Doug Postel
LA Delta Comm. College

Board of Directors
Alana Belton, Wingstop
Sheila Bordelon, LP Assessor
Neal Carter, Community Trust Bank
Travis Lee, Chartreuse Pear
Rodney Manning, The Ensure Group
Randy Null, Ruston Artisans
Donna Ott, Hunt, Guillot & Associates
Sharon Shrell, First National Bank
Brandon Sutherland, Hampton Inn
Emily Gatlin, Legacy Rehabilitation
Ex-Officio Members
Les Guice, LA Tech Univ.
Courtney Hall, LP Police Jury
Ronny Walker, Ruston Mayor
Kristi Lumpkin, Ruston Econ. Devt.
Gregg Phillips, State Farm
Otto O. Meyers III, Grambling State Univ.
Ranaee Thomas-Walley, RL Crime Stoppers
Mike Stone - Lincoln Parish Sheriff

Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce Staff

Judy Copeland, President
Ivana Flowers, Communications & Special Events
Melissa Carpenter, Office Manager

Ruston Lincoln Convention
& Visitors Bureau Staff

Travis Napper, Executive Director
Amanda Quimby, Marketing Director
Tori Ward, CVB Marketing/PR Assistant
Elizabeth Hollaway & Breanna Dyson, Administrative Assistants
Deadline for submitting newsletter information
is the 15th of the month.
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Workshop: LA School
Readiness Tax Credits
October 27

8-9 a.m. or 2-3 p.m.
For your convenience we will hold this session
at two different times. You only need to attend one
time.
Held at the Lincoln Parish Sheriff ’s Complex,
161 Road Camp Rd., Ruston
Food provided by Whataburger in the morning
session. Snacks provided in the afternoon session.
WHAT:
In 2007, the Louisiana Legislature passed a
unique package of tax credits known as the School
Readiness Tax Credits (SRTC). For Louisiana
businesses, there is a refundable state tax credit
for donations made to Louisiana Child Care
Resource & Referral (CCR&R) agencies, such as
Children's Coalition for Northeast Louisiana.
WHY:
1. For every dollar up to $5,000 contributed to
Children's Coalition, your business will receive
a dollar-for-dollar refundable credit on your
Louisiana State taxes.
2. You can turn your tax liability into an

3

investment in programs and people who
support early care and education for children.
3. You have the power to decide where your
tax dollars go.
Investing in early childhood education is
one of the best investments you can make for
your business and Louisiana’s future!
Direct the State of Louisiana to spend your
tax dollars on early childhood education. The
Children’s Coalition CCR&R works to bring
quality care and education to every child in
Northeast Louisiana.
Facilitators:
Lindsey Murry, Development Director of
Children's Coalition for NELA
Maureen Gallagher, Director of Early
Childhood and Operations of Children's
Coalition for NELA
For more information contact:
Lindsey Murry, Children’s Coalition for
Northeast Louisiana 318-323-8775
There is no charge for this workshop.
Please RSVP to 255-2031 or online at
RustonLincoln.org.

Chamber Business
After Hours

Business Spotlight

Tuesday, October 13
Hosted by LA Tech Athletics at the Davison
Athletics Complex
5-7 p.m.
Refreshments, Prizes, Tours, and more!

Louisiana Tech University’s Continuing
Education and Distance Learning program
offers a number of courses for people
interested in furthering their education,
staying up to date in an evolving global
economy, or simply learning about a new
hobby. With classes ranging from Spanish
for Beginners to Salsa Dancing and from
Digital Photography to Professional
Development, the Ruston campus provides
working adults, college students, educators,
and military members with the ideal venue
to pursue their dreams while staying close
to home.
In addition to on-campus classes,
Louisiana Tech also offers online courses
for those with a less traditional schedule.
Many parents and working individuals find
that these classes allow them to build their
own schedule while still doing what is best
for their lives.

Ask about their 10% discount for LA
Tech Students, Alumni, and Military.
Complete the survey at http://tinyurl.
com/LaTechContinuingEd to help the
Continuing Education department serve you
better.
To learn more about continuing
education and distance learning at
Louisiana Tech, visit www.latch.edu/cedl.

Dicky Nealy
Broker

2406 Kavanaugh Road
Ruston, LA 71270
dicky.lri@gmail.com

Office: (318) 255-7480
Mobile: (318) 243-6253
Fax: (318) 254-8077

Thank you to our Door Prize Sponsors:
The Fabric Shop
Princeton Place
The OWL Center
Rocketfast Car Wash
Rosemary’s Kitchen

.

RUSTON

(OFF 1-20 BEHIND RAISING CANE’S)

(318) 254-5117 | OPEN 11AM
MIDNIGHT | 7 DAYS A WEEK

•

Natural Resource Consultants

.

We specialize in Environmental Due Diligence & Regulatory
Compliance for the Energy, Public Transportation, Real Estate
and Commercial Construction Sectors.
Services include Wetland Delineation, Regulatory Compliance
& Permitting, Customized Wetland Mitigation Solutions,
Endangered Species Consultation and Mapping GIS & GPS Applications.

Justin Barnes
Melodye Tanner
Sr. Project Manager
CEO, CFO

Tom Bourland
RF, ACF, CWB
Director of Operations

Biotech South LLC

Ruston, LA 71270
318-202-3709
www.biotechsouthllc.com
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Chamber Ambassador program
facilitator named
Welcome and thank
you to Linda Graham
Linda has agreed to serve as the
Chamber’s Ambassador Program Facilitator.
After working 15 years for two Ruston mayors
in the position of Mainstreet Manager she
spent ten years at Community Trust Bank
as the Community Relations Officer. We are
excited to have her energy and love of RustonLincoln to help with this program.
Being an Ambassador offers you a unique
opportunity. Ambassadors work with the
Chamber staff and Board of Directors to
increase membership, improve member
retention, strengthen awareness of Chamber
benefits, volunteer their time to assist with
various Chamber events, as well as being a
part of the decision making of our business
community.
For more information about becoming
a Chamber Ambassador please call the
Chamber office at 255-2031.

2000 Farmerville Hwy.
Ruston, LA 71270
www.genesisenergy.com
•

• Strategic Planning • Safety • Sales
• Team Building • Customer Service
• Leadership & Mgmt Development
•SuccessionDevelopment•Coaching
• Communications

Training that makes Sense!
www.traininglogic.net
318/254-7993
tevans@traininglogic.net
•
Exceeds all customers Expections Every time

Grow Your Business with the
Ruston Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
Endorsed Provider for Electronic Payments.

co ntact us to day.

Philip J. Caronia
337.344.7663
pcaronia@tsys.com
www.tsysmerchantsolutions.com

NCLAC PRESENTS

MUST BE 21 TO ATTEND

OCTOBER

DOLLAR

GEN ADMISSON

30 20 23
DOLLAR

incoming students to eateries around the Ruston
community, this has now truly turned into the
students fully getting a “Taste of Ruston” as
a whole. One of our primary responsibilities
to freshman is to get them plugged in and
acclimated to their new environment. What
better way than to introduce them not only to
the Louisiana Tech Family and its many facets
but also to the Ruston Community. Thanks to all
who took part and we look forward to a continued
partnership and further expansion of what
turned out to be a fabulous event. The best yet.”

EARLY BIRD

The Chamber teamed up with LA Tech Student
Affairs to offer students “A Taste of Ruston” on
Wednesday afternoon during Louisiana Tech
Freshmen Welcome Week. The event gave an
opportunity for restaurants and other businesses
to introduce their products or services (for free) to
freshman students.
The 40+ participating businesses donated a $25
value gift for door prize drawings and had samples
or prize drawings at their booths. We’re looking
forward to growing this event each year and are
grateful for the invitation from Student Affairs for
this partnership.
“The Louisiana Tech community appreciates
the partnership with the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber
of Commerce and their help with the Taste of
Ruston,” said Sam Speed, Assistant Dean of
Student Life. “First billed as a way to introduce

ENJOY HOMEMADE BREWS, GOOD MUSIC & GREAT FOOD,
ALL WHILE SUPPORTING THE ARTS AT THE NORTON BUILDING
IN DOWNTOWN RUSTON
EARLY BIRDS ADMITTED @ 5PM
GENERAL ADMISSION ADMITTED @ 6:30PM

CATHERINE
AND

September Business After Hours
Thanks to Ruston Country
Club for hosting the September
Business After Hours. Owned
and operated by Kevin & Jenny
Crume. Call Jenny for event
rental space.
Thank you to La Bamba for
refreshments and to The Fabric
Shop, La Capitol Federal Credit
Union, Lagniappe Embroidery
& Gift Shoppe, The OWL Center,
Princeton Place, Rocketfast Car
Wash and Rosemary’s Kitchen
for door prizes.

Ruston Country Club
2000 South Vienna St.
255-1307

www.golfruston.com

WINSTON

McVEA

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT FINE LINE SUPPLY & DIXIE CENTER FOR THE ARTS

*ASK ABOUT DD TICKETS*
WWW.NCLARTS.ORG/ARTOBERFEST
FACEBOOK.COM/ARTOBERFEST

The Chamber Connection (023/623) is published
monthly for $12 a year by the Ruston-Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce, 2111 North Trenton
St., Ruston, LA 71270. Application to mail at
Periodicals postage rates paid at Ruston, LA and
additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the
Chamber Connection, 2111 North Trenton St.,
Ruston, LA 71270-4420. All contents copyright
and may not be reproduced without permission of
the publisher.
Printed by Ruston Newspapers, Inc.
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Tech Support
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By Martha Hartwell, Hi-Tech Computers of Ruston

A warning to business owners:
Non-Compliance to new regulations
can mean hefty fines
Period. Encryption takes every keystroke you
type and transforms it into different characters,
making it almost impossible for hackers to use the
information, even if they were able to
steal it. This is the cornerstone of any
compliance regulation because a hard
drive is where any sensitive data or
personal information will be stored.
Have A Powerful Firewall
Firewalls keep hackers and other
intruders from getting into your
network and accessing important
private information. If you have the
right firewall in place, it should act like
a shield over your data and give you the
protection you need to be in compliance
with these laws.
Lockdown Your Passwords
One surefire way to prevent any unauthorized
access and take a step toward compliance is to
make sure only those who need the passwords to
your computers have them. And it is best if you
need to keep a written copy of your passwords, to
keep it hidden away.
The main points of these laws and regulations
are security and documentation of your secutity.
We can provide both. If you have any questions
about your security or if you would to schedule
a network assessment to make sure you and your
information is safe call HiTech Computers at
318.599.1777.

This is a question a lot of people have! Read
this article to find out why it is so important to
have proper monitoring in place to keep your
business up-to-date and running
efficiently.
In the past 10 years, over 10,000
new regulations have been placed
on the books by local, state, and
federal agencies pertaining to the
handling of confidential documents
and information. Any company that
uses social security numbers, credit
cards, or financial information
needs to know that there are some
sort of regulations that they need
to comply with or the fines for not
doing so can be hefty. The following
pointers will help steer you in the right direction
no matter what compliance laws apply to you:
Get The Facts
Each industry’s compliance laws are a little
different. Medical practices have to be HIPAA
compliant. Retail stores that take credit cards
have to be PCI compliant. Information is online
to determine which regulations you fall under.
Having a network security assessment done will
also tell you the level of security you currently
have and what you need to do to be compliant.
Encrypt Your Backups
Make sure your backups are encrypted.

•

Psalm 1:3

McCarter Financial Group, LLC

Most people don’t plan to fail, they fail to plan.

S. Greg McCarter, LUTCF
2028 E. Kentucky Ave.
Ruston, LA 71270

318-255-1444
FAX 318.255.1480

gmccarter@suddenlinkmail.com
mccarterﬁnancialgroup.com

.

Gun, Knife and Coin Show

• Business IT Support
• Ruston Owned & Operated
• Technical Support Plans
• Ruston Fiber Internet

318.251.8993

•
visit us online

• APP/SQL/Web Development
• Cloud Services
• IT Consulting & Outsourcing

www.btgsupport.net

www.theuncommonbank.com

Member FDIC

ALL ACCESS ADVANTAGE CHECKING

ROSEMARY’S KITCHEN

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10TH
By Reservation Only!
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

400 South Bonner Street, Ruston
318-202-5951

PRESENTS

BOLLYWOOD

	
  
ON

BONNER

Seatings at
6:00pm & 8:00pm
$30 per person

VISIT

BYOB
Free Corking Service

FOR COMPLETE MENU & DETAILS!

	
  

800.522.2748 / lacapfcu.org

Federally Insured by NCUA

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. La Cap Checking (Share draft) Accounts are variable rate accounts. La Cap may change the dividend
rate for your account as determined by the credit union Board of Directors. Dividends are posted and compounded monthly. No
minimum balance required to maintain the account. Applicable fees and conditions could reduce the earnings on your account.
Qualification to earn dividends: - 25 or more posted non-ATM debit card transactions per month: - 4.25% APY on balances up to but not
exceeding $5,000 - .15% APY on balances exceeding $5,000. If qualification stated is not met: - .15% APY on entire balance. Must meet
criteria for opening a checking account.
MJD0714

-

An Indian Dining Event
WWW.ROSEMARYS-KITCHEN.COM

DIVIDEND ON UP TO $5,000 EACH MONTH

2 5 5 – 1111
R U S T O N

L I N C O L N

CRIME

STOPPERS

	
  

-

	
  

Thanks to all who shopped, volunteered, sponsored, and donated door prizes for the 2015 Ruston Gun, Knife & Coin Show. Our vendors enjoy coming to Ruston and it’s because of you.
About 1,300 people attended the 2-day show. Lincoln Rotary also sold concessions both days
help fund their programs for elementary schools.

Earn 4.25

simple. fresh. good.

•

Rewards up to $2,000
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A Pause at the Podium
By Cathi Cox-Boniol, Coordinator, Lincoln ACHIEVE

Triumphant Teens

C aps • Jackets • Shirts • Visors • Rain Coats for All Ages • Home Dec o

Find Where You Fit!

s t ry • Applique •

young entrepreneurs in Lincoln Parish.
How can you help mentor these students and
encourage their creative process? Where can
you plug in to help provide a rich and robust
learning experience filled with opportunity
and possibility? What do you have to
contribute, and most importantly, are you
willing to share it?
I’m excited. This could truly be a gamechanging experience for both our young
people and community. So let’s work together
to make our first year with YEA a true grand
slam of triumph for our teens. Our own
Taylor Rosenthal could be right around the
corner!

Sew not your ordinary
Gift Shoppe

Co m e s e e u s fo r a l l yo u r
C O R P O R AT E LO G O S ,
A P PA R E L a n d
H O L I D AY G I F T n e e d s !

Now booking for holiday parties! Let us cater your next event!

r• Monograms •

Though I turned 56 this summer, I seem
How about that for knocking it out of the
to be spending lots of time thinking about
park?!
the summer of 1972 when I turned 13. Back
Taylor started RecMed for a school project
then, the most significant thing about
while taking the Young Entrepreneurs
becoming a teenager was
Academy class at Opelika
thinking I could finally
Middle School. According to
order a “Teen Burger”
teacher Carinda Jones, ever
at A&W. So we could say
since he stepped up to the plate
that I was rather limited
his eyes have been on the prize.
in my awareness of what
“We have some amazing
possibilities life held for me.
resources and people here in
Of course that’s certainly
the community that have really
not the way it has to be—
reached out and helped him.
just a year before that a
So, it’s been a community-wide
13-year-old Michael Jackson
effort, but Taylor has put in all
began his solo career after
the work and he deserves all
his smashing success with
the credit,” Jones said.
the Jackson 5. However,
Certainly Taylor is going
you don’t have to look far
to reap the rewards of his
to see that opportunity can
hard work, but his community
certainly knock for those on
will benefit as well. That’s
Cathi Cox-Boniol
a more conventional path;
something that should make
it just takes embracing
the ears of Lincoln Parish perk
extraordinary possibilities.
up for sure.
Take Taylor Rosenthal, a 13-year-old
The Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of
young man from Opelika, Alabama. In a
Commerce is bringing the Young
recent article I discovered that rather than
Entrepreneurs Academy to our community
spend his summer as a couch-potato or
this fall. In November we become one of
aimlessly drifting through the hot summer
only three locations in Louisiana for this
days, he participated in the Round House,
highly successful national program. Just the
an incubator for start-up businesses.
story of Taylor Rosenthal is enough to let us
There Taylor worked on his own start-up
know that with it comes all the possibilities
business called RecMed, a first aid vending
in the world for our young people as well as
machine company that helps consumers
the future economic landscape of this area.
get convenient and fast access to first aid.
However, it will take the investment of time,
It’s an idea that came straight from the
energy, interest, resources, and other means
teen baseball player who saw the simple
of support from stakeholders throughout
opportunity of selling first aid kits at
the community in order to help make this
sporting events. You could call it the Red
collaborative effort the success it should be.
Box of first aid. Or you could just call it
So think about how you can support the
brilliant--something that he’s hearing from
multimillion dollar corporations.
Yes, young Rosenthal is negotiating
with several major corporations who are
jockeying to purchase his first aid vending
machines for more than eight-figure sums.
And he’s just getting started. According to
this burgeoning entrepreneur, he has filed
the patent, has a prototype arriving this
month, and already has a soft purchase from
Six Flags for 100 machines at $5,500 each.
Oh, and the first corporate offer for his idea?
Just $30 million with offers still coming in.

Wedding Party Gifts• Embroidery • Bridal Registry • Vinyl • Baby Regi
Hunt, Guillot & Associates
•

Ruston, Louisiana

•

•

Ruthie Evans
General Manager II
Ruston/Bastrop/Jonesboro
1001 Cooktown Rd
Ruston, LA 71270
F 318.251.2711
E ruthie.evans@suddenlink.com

Lincoln ACHIEVE . . . building partnerships to benefit education,
enhance the business environment, and contribute to
a quality life in Lincoln Parish.

FINANCIAL SPONSORSHIP
Schools of Academic Excellence Initiatives
Student and Teacher of the Year
Adopt-A-School

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Leadership And Achievement Initiatives
Student Internships
Job Shadowing

Contact Cathi Cox-Boniol, Lincoln ACHIEVE Coordinator
ccox@lincolnschools.org, 318-255-1430

Ribbon Cuttings
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Board in need of nominations
for directors
Chamber is seeking nominations of candidates for
election to its Board of Directors. The Board of Directors
is composed of fifteen members. Five will be elected to
serve for three years. The governing and policy making
responsibilities of the Chamber are vested in the Board
of Directors.
Nominees must be:

· An active member of the Chamber in good standing
· Willing to accept the responsibility of a directorship
Duties and Responsibilities:
· Approve the Chamber’s annual budget
· Approve all Chamber policies
· Provide the personal leadership, enthusiasm
and support necessary to help coordinate and build an
effective organization
· Attend 8 meetings of the Board annually
· Project a professional and positive image with
representing the Chamber
· Ensure the Chamber Program of Work is consistent
with the mission statement and interests of our members
· Attend as many Chamber events (ribbon cuttings,
Business After Hours, etc.) as possible, representing the
Chamber as well as your business
· Volunteer for Louisiana Peach Festival and the
Ruston Gun, Knife & Coin Show

Keller Williams Realty
Acres & Avenues have now joined Keller Williams Realty Parishwide Partners, LLC. Jay Melancon
and Pam Bunn will be working as Acres & Avenues Team.
Same faces, address and phone number.
300 West Carolina Ave., Ruston • 318-255-8006

•

The Grove

The Grove, Ruston’s first zero lot line community, offers a low maintenance lifestyle The
Homeowners Association covers lawn maintenance, water for the sprinkler system, street lights
and maintenance for all common areas. Each home features its own private courtyard.
Lincoln Realty • 2406 Kavanaugh Rd., Ruston • 318-255-7480

Ambassador Spotlight
Grace Murphy

almost 10 years.

Banking Center Manager
Community Trust Bank
1011 Cooktown Rd.
318-232-6100
gmurphy@ctbonline.com

How has membership in
the Ruston-Lincoln Chamber
of Commerce been of value
to you and your professional
development?

What sparked your
interest in working in your
field?

Being a member of the
Ambassadors and a part of the
Chamber as a whole has been
wonderful for meeting other
professionals, supporting local
businesses, and getting to know
more about Ruston.

I started working at the
bank in 2006 while going to
school full time with plans
to teach. I ended up loving
my job at Community Trust because of
the customers, my co-workers, and the
culture of the bank as a whole. I have
been lucky enough to work for CTB for

Community Involvement:
Chamber activities including
Leadership Lincoln and Ambassadors,
United Way

Store your stuff at

Serving Ruston over 30 years!
Conveniently located near Tech Campus
821 W. California • (318) 255-8750

www.ensureagency.com
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Touring Lincoln Parish
By Tori Ward, CVB Marketing and PR Assistant

Ruston Fall Happenings
Fall is in full swing, and that means things are
around Ruston. The Fashion Week finale will be
getting very busy here in Ruston, La.! There is a
Fashion and Football, where everyone is invited to
full calendar of events this fall ranging
Railroad Park to tailgate and watch the LA
from fashion events to live music to
Tech away game.
beer tasting. It’s safe to say that we have
Speaking of LA Tech football games,
something for everyone going on this
we have several home games coming up in
season in Ruston.
Ruston. Don’t miss the ULL game on Oct.
If live music is your thing, then
3, where there will be a shuttle taking fans
you’re in luck. The Eli Young Band and
from Downtown Ruston to the Joe Aillet
Pat Green will both be playing live at The
Stadium and back. We have other exciting
Revelry of Ruston this fall. Additionally,
sporting events coming up this season,
The Dixie Center for the Arts is hosting
including the 2015 U.S. Women’s MidThe Jeremy Davis Fabulous Equinox
Amateur at Squire Creek Country Club on
Orchestra on Oct. 23. If you’re looking
Oct. 3-8.
to see a theatre production, then don’t
Don’t miss the 6th annual ARToberfest
Tori Ward
miss The Foreigner performed by Ruston
presented by NCLAC at the Norton
Community Theatre at The Dixie on Oct. 8-11.
Building on Oct. 23 as area home brewers compete
We’re excited about the first Ruston Fashion
for the best brew while attendees sample their beers.
Week taking place on Oct. 5-10. This week will
The evening will also feature live music, food trucks
consist of various events hosted by stores all
and fun.

Member Anniversaries

Here’s a highlight of upcoming Ruston events:
Oct. 1- Eli Young Band live at The Revelry
Oct. 3- LA Tech Football vs. ULL
Oct. 3- Ruston Farmers Market Fall Season Starts
Oct. 3-8- 2015 U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur
Oct. 5- 10- Ruston Fashion Week
Oct. 8-11- The Foreigner at The Dixie
Oct. 10- Bollywood at Bonner
Oct. 15- Wiggin’ Out at Squire Creek Country Club
Oct. 23- The Jeremy Davis Fabulous Equinox
Orchestra at The Dixie
Oct. 23- ARToberfest
Oct. 24- LA Tech Football vs. Middle Tennessee
Oct. 30- Downtown Howl’oween
Nov. 7- LA Tech Football vs. North Texas
(Homecoming)
Nov. 14- Pat Green live at The Revelry
For more information on these and other
events, check out our event calendar at
experienceruston.com.

New Members

10+ Years

Fyzical Therapy & Balance Centers
730 Celebrity Dr., Ruston
(318) 224-8994
fyzical.com

Centric Federal Credit Union
Crowder Concepts
Edward Jones - Andy Halbrook Financial
Advisor

5+Years

167 North Self Storage
1st Franklin Financial
Alpine Guest Care Center
Amazing Care, LLC
Computer Solutions
Cox Family Dentistry
Delta Process Equipment
Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott
Home & Business Heating, A/C & Electric
Irrigation-Mart
Lincoln Parish Police Jury
Motorcycle Tires & Accessories
Outdoor Wilderness Learning Center (OWL)
PetStar Animal Care, Inc.
Professional Hospice Care, LLC
Ruston Florist and Boutique
Sexton Animal Health Center
Sleep Inn & Suites
Sundown Tavern
Waltz Pharmacy

In & Out Smart Repair: Ruston
806 North Trenton St., Ruston
(318) 224-9060
Phonerepairstore.com/ruston

La Bamba
207 North Service Rd., Ruston
(Graham Shopping Center)
(318) 243-9463
Facebook.com/
LaBambaAuthenticMexicanRestaurant

My Happy Place Vintage Market, LLC
2372 Hwy 33, Ruston
(318) 224-7058
Facebook.com/
myhappyplacevintagemarket

1+ Years

Fire Tech Systems Inc.
Heath Hattaway
JPS Realty LLC
Louisiana Delta Community College - Ruston
Campus
Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt
Rosemary's Kitchen, LLC
Sharon Jackson's Slammin' Women's Fitness
Revolution
Southern AgCredit

Heritage
Realty Group,

LLC

L to R: Ginny Canterbury, Velissa Rollins,
Robyn Brown, and Lisa Duncan

1229 Farmerville Hwy
318.251.8282

Make A Move.
Make A Difference.

How is

Heritage Realty Group,
LLC Different?
1. Professional photography for all listings
2. Give back program that invests in our
community with every sale
3. Online marketing
4. Team approach
5. Automatic email program that will
ensure that you are the first to know
about a property when it hits the
market.

Robyn Brown, Broker

heritagerealtyruston.com

New Horizon Counseling
Agency LLC
1231 Farmerville Hwy., Ruston
(318) 224-7017

• 3 Meeting Rooms
• Free Breakfast Bar
• Fre WiFi Internet
Holiday Inn Express & Suites®
Ruston
1825 Roberta Ave
Ruston, LA 71270
318-513-9777
holidayInnexpress.com/

•

