LELAND GREENWAY EXTENSION
FAQS

What is a Neighborhood Greenway?
Neighborhood Greenways are low-stress residential streets which provide a safe and
comfortable connection for people biking and walking. Neighborhood Greenways often
feature traffic calming elements to slow vehicle traffic, making the street safer for
neighborhood residents and visitors, whether they are walking, biking, or driving.
Neighborhood Greenways serve as an alternative to biking on busier arterial streets and often
provide connections to schools, trails, the Lakefront, and other key destinations.

In 2018, CDOT installed 8 miles of new Neighborhood Greenways.
Chicago now features 11miles of Neighborhood Greenways.
Why Leland?
A Neighborhood Greenway was installed on Leland between Clark Street and the Lakefront
Trail in 2018. CDOT is proposing to extend the Leland Greenway west of Clark. This extension
will provide a continuous, low-stress bicycle connection between the North Shore Channel
Trail and the Lakefront Trail. It is part of a citywide commitment to better connect residents to
the river. The Leland Greenway Extension would also connect to other bike lanes, the Lincoln
Square commercial corridor, public transportation, and the upcoming 312 River Run trail.. In
2018, local residents created an online petition to extend the Leland Greenway to the
Chicago River.

The Leland Greenway would provide a continuous, low-stress bicycle
connection between the Chicago River and the Lakefront Trail.
What is the purpose of the Taskforce?
CDOT and the Aldermen have formed this Taskforce of community representatives to help
build support for the project and ensure the project is designed in a way that addresses the
needs of the neighborhood. Taskforce members represent local neighborhood organizations,
business organizations, schools, and other key stakeholders. The Taskforce has three primary
objectives:
1. Identify areas in need of traffic calming along the corridor
2. Provide design feedback on the Leland Greenway Extension
3. Help educate your neighbors on the project
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LELAND GREENWAY EXTENSION
FAQS (CONTINUED)

How many people drive on Leland?
CDOT conducted traffic counts along the corridor in December of 2018. Those counts found
24-hour traffic volumes between 1,400 and 2,500. This is consistent with traffic volumes for
other neighborhood greenways. Most cars (80% or more) were travelling at 20 MPH or less.
What are contraflow bike lanes?
Contraflow lanes allow people to safely bike in both directions on one-way streets by providing
a dedicated bike lane in the opposite direction of traffic. Contraflow lanes help provide safe
connections for people biking when no other good options exist.
Contraflow lanes help better organize the street by separating automobiles from bicyclists
riding in the opposite direction. Contraflow lanes also help calm traffic and encourage slower
vehicle speeds by narrowing travel lanes.
Why are contraflow bike lanes proposed on Leland?
Some parts of Leland are one-way eastbound. There are no parallel residential streets nearby
to provide a low-stress bicycle connection for people riding westbound. Lawrence to the north
and Wilson to the south are too busy to be considered for a neighborhood greenway.
Contraflow lanes are needed to allow people to bike in both directions on Leland.
Are contraflow bike lanes common?
Chicago has installed contraflow lanes on several Neighborhood Greenways throughout the
City. Contraflow bike lanes were first installed on Ardmore in 2011. Since then Chicago has
installed contraflow lanes at nearly a dozen locations, including on four Neighborhood
Greenways.

Chicago features nearly 2.5 miles of contraflow bike lanes.
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LELAND GREENWAY EXTENSION

LELAND GREENWAY (CLARK TO LAKEFRONT TRAIL)
ADVISORY BIKE LANES & 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT

BICYCLE FRIENDLY SPEED HUMPS
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LELAND GREENWAY EXTENSION
GLENWOOD GREENWAY
CONTRAFLOW BIKE LANES

CONCRETE MEDIAN WITH BIKE SCULPTURE
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LELAND GREENWAY EXTENSION
SCHOOL/ROSCOE GREENWAYS

RAISED CROSSWALK AT HAWTHORNE SCHOLASTIC ACADEMY

CONCRETE CURB EXTENSIONS, PAVEMENT MARKINGS & 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT
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LELAND GREENWAY EXTENSION
MANOR GREENWAY

REFUGE ISLAND FOR SAFER CROSSING AT LAWRENCE

PAVEMENT MARKINGS
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LELAND GREENWAY EXTENSION
BERTEAU GREENWAY

CONTRAFLOW BIKE LANES

REFUGE ISLAND AND LANDSCAPED CURB EXTENSION
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NEIGHBORHOOD GREENWAY TOOLBOX
BICYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE (2/2)

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE
Wayfinding signage helps orient bicyclists to nearby
destinations and indicates to them that they are on a
designated bikeway. Signage is typically placed at
decision points along the neighborhood greenway.

SHARED LANE MARKINGS
Shared lane markings (or sharrows) are pavement
markings that denote shared bicycle and vehicle travel
lanes and remind motorists that bicycle travel is
prioritized. The markings encourage proper positioning
by bicyclists by placing them where the bicyclist is
expected to ride. Additionally, these markings can help
reinforce the route along with wayfinding signage.

GREEN PAVEMENT MARKINGS
Green pavement markings can alert motorists to conflict
areas and are used to improve visibility of bicyclists. The
green markings can be used along the entire corridor or
in spot treatments at such locations as: intersections,
driveways, or other conflict areas.
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NEIGHBORHOOD GREENWAY TOOLBOX
BICYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE (2/2)

BIKE SIGNAL
Bike Signals assist people biking to cross signalized
intersections by dedicating a green signal phase
denoting when they can safely cross the street. These
signals also eliminate conflicts for both people bike and
walking with right-turning motor vehicles. Bike signals
are required for contraflow bike lanes at signalized
intersections.

CONTRAFLOW BIKE LANE
Contraflow bike lanes provide bicyclists with a dedicated
bike lane flowing in the opposite direction of vehicular
traffic. Used on one-way streets, contraflow bike lanes
improve safety for bicyclists and reduce vehicle speeds
by narrowing the travel lane using standard pavement
markings.

ADVISORY BIKE LANE
Removing unwarranted multi-way stop signs improves
safety conditions for all users. Other cities that have
designed Neighborhood Greenways have reduced or
completely removed stop signs for traffic along the
greenway, while maintaining stop signs for cross traffic.
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NEIGHBORHOOD GREENWAY TOOLBOX
TRAFFIC CALMING (1/2)

TRAFFIC CIRCLE
Traffic Circles are raised islands, placed in intersections,
around which traffic circulates. Landscaping is typically
placed in the center of the circle and maintained by the
City. The Institute of Transportation Engineers have
found traffic circles reduce vehicle speeds and
intersection collisions.

PEDESTRIAN BUMP-OUT
Pedestrian bump-outs are curb extensions that reduce
the crossing distance for pedestrians, improve
pedestrian visibility and reduce speeds of both turning
and through vehicles.

REMOVAL OF MULTI-WAY STOP SIGNS
Removing unwarranted multi-way stop signs can improve
the safety for all users. Other cities with Neighborhood
Greenways have reduced or completely removed stop
signs for traffic along the greenway, while maintaining
stop signs for cross traffic. This ensures a more
predictable average vehicle speed, reduces confusion at
intersection, and creates a safe and efficient bicycle
route.

PEDESTRIAN REFUGE ISLAND
Pedestrian refuge islands allow people walking and
biking to more safely cross the street at unsignalized
crosswalks. Refuge islands allow people walking to
navigate one direction of traffic at a time. They also help
slow automobile traffic by narrowing travel lanes. Refuge
islands may be appropriate for intersections with highvolume, multi-land streets.
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NEIGHBORHOOD GREENWAY TOOLBOX
TRAFFIC CALMING (2/2)

RAISED CROSSWALK
Raised crosswalks help make pedestrians more visible to
motorists as they cross the street. Much like speed
humps, raised crosswalks also encourage slower, more
consistent, vehicle speeds. Raised crosswalks can be
installed at intersections or midblock crossings.

TRAFFIC DIVERTER
Traffic diverters are a way to calm traffic by discouraging
thru traffic on neighborhood streets. Traffic diverters
force automobiles to turn off of a designated street,
while allowing people walking and biking to continue
straight. Traffic diverters reduce the number of
automobiles driving on neighborhood streets, leading to
quieter, more comfortable streets for residents and
users.

CHICANE
Chicanes are curb extensions that alternate from one
side of the street to the other, forming S-shaped curves.
Chicanes reduce vehicle speeds by horizontal deflection
and require the removal of a limited number of parking
spaces.

BIKE-FRIENDLY SPEED HUMP
Speed humps are effective at reducing vehicle speeds
and volumes. Bike-friendly speed humps are a new
design which Chicago has begun installing along
neighborhood greenways. These speed humps are more
comfortable to bike over than traditional speed humps,
which encouraging slower and more consistent vehicle
speeds.
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