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The Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce is a collection of local businesses and
civic minded individuals cooperating to encourage the local economy and promote
the well-being of the entire South Kitsap community.
A healthy business environment promotes our local merchants and recreational
opportunities and enhances quality of life in South Kitsap.
To ensure a business-friendly climate in South Kitsap, the Chamber provides a
variety of programs, services, and beneﬁts designed to increase its members'
exposure, networking, and business-to-business opportunities.
Not only does the Chamber of Commerce provide benefits and support directly to
its members, it also provides a wide array of support services to many events and
civic organizations in South Kitsap.
Naturally the most active members receive the greatest benefit from their
membership, but you don’t have to be active to find value in membership. The
Chamber is involved all over the community and membership supports the
Chamber activities in those areas also.
Below is a list of direct benefits available to members of the Chamber along with a
list of some of the indirect support your membership dues provide to the
community.
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Promotional and Marketing Opportunities
A direct benefit of Chamber membership is the option to participate in unique
promotional and marketing opportunities. Some of the options are included at no
additional charge, but have limited availability.
These opportunities include conventional promotion as well as web based
marketing choices. Many of the options are outlined below and others will be
highlighted later.

Grand Openings/ Ribbon Cuttings
If you are opening a business, re-opening a business,
or are celebrating a new office or building space,
please call us! We’ll show up with our giant gold
scissors, red ribbon, the Mayor of Port Orchard,
Chamber ambassadors, Chamber board members,
and usually a local reporter, too. We’ll help you
organize, advertise, and celebrate!

Free Listing on the Chamber's Web site
Your business is listed twice in our searchable member directory, which
includes a hotlink to your business website and a portal page about your
business, as well as the opportunity to share hot deals and job postings, and
place events on our calendar. Our website is often the first place people look for
information on our community and the businesses and activities in it.

Chamber Office Information Distribution
The Chamber office located on Bay Street in Port Orchard receives hundreds of
drop-in visits and phone calls throughout the year. These drop-ins and callers
want information about local businesses and our office has an extensive display of
information from member local businesses.

Wall of Cards
The Chamber of Commerce Office has two
large business card racks mounted on the wall
in the office. Chamber members are invited to
leave a stack of cards with us to be displayed
on the rack.
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Business Brochure Racks
The Chamber office also has brochure racks exclusively for local member
businesses. Each member business should provide a supply of flyers. It is also
important for member businesses to stop in and check the supply of flyers and keep
the content up to date. The Chamber staff is always making recommendations to
our visitors.

Events Bulletins
In addition to the newsletter email, the Chamber will also send out event only
promotions. These are very popular during the summer and prior to major
community events. These emails feature events only and have limited advertising
availability.

Chamber of Commerce Business Directory and Community Guide
This piece is produced once a year. Advertising is
available in several sizes. Each year 5000 copies of
this valuable resource are distributed to consumers
all around the community, region and country, who
use it to find the products and services they need.
Members receive a free listing in the Chamber's
Annual Membership Directory & Business Guide.

Newsletter Advertising
Several times a month the Chamber will send out a newsletter email to over 600
local businesses and individuals on an interested/opt-in mailing list. These
newsletters contain information on upcoming events, member profiles, regulatory
issues, and general business tips. The newsletter is concise and well-read. There
are opportunities for member businesses to advertise in the newsletter.

Website Banner Advertising
The Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce recently upgraded its website and
currently receives over 25,000 unique visitors per year. In addition to the free
member listing in the online directory, banner advertising is also available.
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Tourism/Relocation Material Distribution
As mentioned earlier the office receives hundreds of information requests. In
addition to the local inquiries, we get hundreds of requests for relocation and
tourism information. The Chamber office responds to each of these with
information on local businesses and recreational activities in the area.

Tourism Promotion
Beyond distributing tourism information, the Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce
is also responsible for working with other local organizations to design, create and
print promotional material for South Kitsap. It is also responsible for sending
tourism flyers out to other Chambers of Commerce and Visitor Bureaus around
Washington State.

Shop SK First
Shop SK First is a local rewards, education, and
awareness program that encourages consumers
to frequent Port Orchard storefronts. The
Chamber coordinates a shop local program that
is open to Chamber members and non-Chamber
members for a small annual fee, which covers
costs associated with the program. The program
gives back to consumers that “Shop SK” by
rewarding them with free gift certificates to
participating businesses! Benefits include better customer service, time
conservation, and supporting South Kitsap!
This program, which is merged with the Shop Small Campaign, encourages local
consumers to spend their money in South Kitsap.

WestSound Business Expo
The Annual WestSound Business Expo is typically hosted on the third Thursday of
February from 2:00pm – 7:00pm at the Kitsap Sun Pavilion at the Kitsap County
Fairgrounds. This family-friendly event features over 150 local vendors, from
restaurants offering tasty foods to wedding photographers, colleges, local
businesses, and professional services.
Local businesses display to other local businesses and residents of Kitsap County. It
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is a great opportunity advertise your business and network with other business
owners and representatives. Vendor booths are available to Chamber members at a
reduced fee.
Please watch our website for more information as the event gets closer.

Quarterly Networking Luncheons
As part of our regularly scheduled programs, the Chamber holds quarterly
networking luncheons.
These luncheons are specifically designed for networking. At these meetings we
have new member introductions (with displays), as well as other business showcase
displays open to our sponsors and general membership.
Businesses interested in participating must pre-register with the Port Orchard
Chamber. Early registration is recommended as space and the availability of tables is
limited.

Social Media
Social Media is playing a bigger and bigger role in influencing consumer buying
decisions. As a result, businesses must participate in Social Media. Many
businesses, however, aren’t comfortable using Social Media to promote their
businesses. The Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce is active on several Social
Media platforms and is working on increasing our presence on others.
The items the Chamber of Commerce typically shares on Social Media include:














News
Local events
Chamber Events
Member Specials
New Members
Member Spotlights
Member Anniversaries
Relevant Business Information
Training Seminars
Member Grand Opening/Re-Opening
Event Calendar
Tourism Photos
Other things that we deem to be worthy.
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The list of content available to be posted is really limited only by your imagination
(and social networks’ terms of service).

Facebook
The social media platform with the broadest user base, it is used by millions of
people to keep in touch with friends and family. More importantly, it is used by
millions of people to gather research and opinions prior to a purchase. Users can ask
for and receive referrals from all over the world. The Port Orchard Chamber of
Commerce has a vibrantly active Facebook page and posts regularly about local
businesses and events.

Chamber of Commerce Website
The newly redesigned Chamber website receives
over 25,000 unique visitors per year and is a
clearing house for information in South Kitsap.
The website includes a calendar of events and
member spotlights, which are updated several
times each month.
Specific member benefits on the Chamber
website include:

Free Profile/Listing
Each member business receives a free listing on our website, both alphabetically
and by category. The enhanced listing available, for eligible members, on our
website includes photos, hotlinks to the member website and social networks, a
detailed profile, and video.
The content of the profile is completely controlled by the member and can be update
as often as the member wishes.

Job Postings
Members can post job listings on our website, and enable an automatic start and
end date.
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Special Member to Member Deals
Promote specials directly to other members as a
reward for being a chamber member.

“Hot Deals”
Specials and promotions that are listed and available to
general public.

Paid Banner Advertising
As mentioned before, there is also paid banner
advertising available on a monthly basis at a cost that is
affordable for all business sizes.

Chamber Supported Networking Events
Monthly Luncheons
The Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce meets monthly and features special
speakers/presentations, community announcements, and great opportunities to
forge valuable connections in Kitsap’s business community.
Chamber luncheons are our single largest monthly meeting. Luncheons are hosted
at various locations in South Kitsap and attract an average of 60 people, and
include new member introductions, a raffle for a
local non-profit, dignitary introductions, a guest
speaker, and a tasty meal prepared by a local
caterer and Chamber member. If you have
something to advertise or express to the
community, our "Please and Thank You" is the
time to do so. Every quarter, we honor the Puget
Sound Naval Hospital Sailors of the Quarter.
Beginning in 2015 we will also recognize the
Outstanding Staff of the Quarter from the South
Kitsap School District.
Luncheon Sponsorships are also available as an opportunity to highlight your
business at the luncheon.
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Happy Hour/After Hours
On the third Thursday of each month (excluding October and December), the
Chamber offers members the chance to network and socialize at an After
Hours/Happy Hour event hosted by Chamber members throughout the Kitsap
area. An informal drop-in event to network at no cost, tasty hors d’oeuvres,
complimentary (non-alcoholic or alcoholic left to discretion of the host) drinks, and
a great opportunity for the host to showcase their business, After Hours/Happy
Hour is the place to be.
The Chamber asks that the host business provide some sort of complimentary light
snacks and beverages. Many hosts also provide a raffle item, and collect business
cards at the door, but that is not required.
Businesses are encouraged to join forces with other businesses for hosting and
promotion of this event. This is an excellent informal networking opportunity.
Check the calendar for the next gathering and stop by!

Ambassador/ Program
The Ambassador program are the “meet & greeters” for the Chamber of Commerce.
The Ambassador program is a great opportunity to explore new businesses in the
area. Ambassadors also assist with hosting events, such as the Happy Hours and
Grand Openings.
There is an application process for becoming a Chamber Ambassador. If
you are interested in becoming an Ambassador, please contact the
Chamber office.

Virtual Ambassadors
Our Virtual Ambassador program provides busy members to leverage
their social networks and promote Chamber events and activities. We
ask our Virtual Ambassadors to like, comment or share our social media
posts. It is a great way to build a strong social network.
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Community
Information Center
As mentioned a few times
before, the Chamber office
is constantly being
bombarded with requests for
information. These requests
come from near and far. As
a result, the
Chamber of Commerce has several tools it uses to help spread the word about Port
Orchard businesses. Many of those tools have already been mentioned.

Monthly Email Newsletters
As we learn about new events, businesses and special occasions we send those
announcements out. We also provide timely tips for running a small business.

Events Bulletins
When a person or organization in the community tells us of an event, we want to let
the public know. Our email list grows every week. That’s good for your
membership.

Events Calendar
We have an events calendar on our website
and an events only calendar coming. We
hope to have the most extensive events
calendar in South Kitsap. The more
complete the calendar, the more people
will turn to it, and the greater is the
potential to get your name out as a member
of the Port Orchard Chamber of
Commerce.

Public Announcements
We host and attend several different meetings throughout the month. We take every
opportunity to announce upcoming events and special occasions.
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Social Media
As previously mentioned, we are very active on the major Social Media Networks.
An announcement or post by the Chamber reaches hundreds of people.
The reach of these tools continues to grow. The more people look to the Chamber
of Commerce as a source for information about the area and local events and
businesses, the more the value of membership grows.

Training and Resources
Training Workshops
Times are changing and technology is changing even
faster. Many businesses owners are great at what they
do, but often need additional assistance running their
businesses on a day to day basis.
The Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce is developing a
series of training classes to assist businesses in using
technology to simplify their operations, increase their
sales and improve profits.
Upcoming training classes will include:
 Creating a business website
 Creating useful website content
 Claiming online directory listings
 Using paid advertising to grow your business
The Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce offers an affiliate program through
http://www.Lynda.com that provides free trials of its online training program. It
offers hundreds of classes online for many different aspects of technology and
software.
The Chamber also works with other local economic development agencies to keep
its membership informed on other training, learning and growth opportunities
around the county.
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Business Blog
The Chamber of Commerce hosts a business blog with tips and trick about small
business operations and marketing. It contains some original works as well as
information curated from around the web and local authors.

Business Resource Page
A growing asset on the Chamber of Commerce website is our business resource
page. It serves as a portal to different resources available locally and on the web. We
are always looking for new resources to add to this page so if you have any great
ideas, let us know.

Political Advocacy
The Chamber of Commerce keeps close tabs on the political pulse of the
community. The Chamber reviews and comments on political issues involving local
business concerns. It monitors issues that affect business owners and the local
consumer. When appropriate the Chamber will support pro-business initiatives.

Kitsap Young Professionals
The mission of Kitsap Young Professionals (KYP) is to Elevate Kitsap County by
inspiring, educating, and supporting the people in our community. We see this as a
platform for networking and making new friends and business contacts that share
similar interests.
Kitsap Young Professionals is a non-profit group that seeks to improve our
community through our values of Live, Learn and Give.
LIVE…in Kitsap County by interacting with new faces and spaces!
LEARN…about yourself, how to make a difference, and personal or professional
skills!
GIVE…back to your community in various ways!
It is a group that is open to everyone, but is definitely a place for young leaders &
professionals who haven’t found the right place to connect. We see it as a starting
point for the next wave of leaders in Kitsap.
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Chamber Sponsored Community Events
Pooch and Purr on Parade
Join us for this fantastic winter event and the opportunity to parade your furry
friends around town to gain oohs and ahhs for the cutest animal or most clever
holiday costume!
Whether your dog, cat, iguana, bird, or rabbit is the size of a reindeer, or fits in the
smallest Christmas stocking there is, we have a category and prizes for your pet.
The Chamber of Commerce holds this event each December and member
sponsorships are available.

Seagull Calling Festival
The Port Orchard Chamber’s Annual Seagull Calling Festival will be celebrating its
27th year of hosting the World’s Biggest, Best (and maybe only) Seagull Calling
Festival. The Festival is typically held during Memorial Day Weekend in May at
the Port Orchard Waterfront Marina Park as part of the Kitsap Harbor Festival
weekend. Festivities for the weekend include the highly
anticipated “Seagull” Wings Cook-off, where hundreds of
“Seagull” Wings are served up by both amateur and
commercial contestants hoping to win bragging rights for
their wing recipes.
The fun doesn’t end there! Next is the Annual Seagull
Calling Contest. Contestants young and old, as individuals
or in groups, some in costumes- take turns on the beach
‘calling the seagulls’ to win awards by mimicking the seagull’s call and beckoning
the birds with tortillas, French fries, and bread. Awards are given for the Best
Seagull Call, Most Seagulls Landed, Best Costume, and other awards as the judges
see fit (don’t forget your bribes)! Participation is FREE!
The Chamber of Commerce holds this event each May and member sponsorships
are available.

South Kitsap Golf Classic
This annual tournament gets better and better each year. It’s loaded with fun times,
good friends, and great networking opportunities to build new relationships. Top
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drawer service at our local world-class golf course
is a given, and epic weather is almost a guarantee.
Don’t miss your chance to join us for some fun on
the green at Trophy Lake Golf & Casting-- rated 8th
best out of 327 courses in Washington! Check the
date for this year and plan to golf strong, go long,
grip it and rip it.
A variety of playing packages are available, whether
you play as an individual or as part of a foursome. If
you would like to play as a foursome, but each of you
plans to pay individually, that is also an option.
The Chamber of Commerce holds this event each July and member sponsorships
are available for this event.

South Kitsap Small Business Excellence Awards
Each year the Chamber of Commerce holds a banquet to celebrate the year’s
accomplishments and recognize businesses in South Kitsap that exhibit outstanding
service and community involvement. This Gala style event is attended by major
community advocates and business owners from a wide variety of businesses.
Our annual banquet includes a fantastic meal, and entertainment that includes a
silent auction and live dessert auction.
A limited number of table sponsorships are available for this annual event, which
typically takes place in the fall of each year.

Leadership Development
Board of Directors
The Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce is governed by an elected board of
directors made up of its members. Being on the board provides members with
leadership opportunities and often works as a stepping stone to director positions in
other local organizations. Typically, a few new directors are selected for the board
of directors each year.
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Committees
The Chamber of Commerce has several standing committees and a few special
committees that meet on a regular basis throughout the year. Participation on one of
these committees is another opportunity to gain leadership experience and learn
more about different aspects of the community. The standing committees currently
active with the Chamber include:

 Legislative and Economic Development
The goals and purpose of the Legislative and Economic Development
committee are to:
• Work with elected officials to influence and provide input on municipal
(city/county/community), state, and federal issues that are of concern to
small business employees and owners.
• Collect opinions, information, and perspectives from local business owners
to craft solutions to economic
development, business creation, and
business retention in Kitsap County.
• Provide informed information from a
variety of political viewpoints,
encourage Chamber members to
become well informed regarding
candidates and issues, and to help them
positively influence their communities
through political activity.

 Tourism/Special Projects
The goals and purpose of the Tourism/Special Projects committee
include:
• Developing, implementing, and overseeing Chamber special projects that
generate non-dues revenue. These events include the Installation Banquet
and the Seagull Calling Festival.
• Marketing community & local events in a manner that will attract tourist
business to the South Kitsap area, including producing the necessary
marketing materials and coordinating with other tourism groups and
committees in the community.

 Education
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The goals and purpose of the Education committee are to:
• Consider education needs and programs within the community for
students and/or community members that will promote business
development, assist the chamber and
educate community members and/or
students.
• Cooperate with the South Kitsap School
District to encourage businesses to
provide
mentor
and
internship
opportunities for students.
• Craft innovative solutions to help
students achieve the education necessary
to compete for gainful employment
within their community.

 Military Affairs
The goals and purpose of the Military Affairs Committee are:
• To show support to our local military community and their families and to
develop a strong business relationship within the military community.
• To organize honors for Sailors of the Quarter/Sailors of the Year from Puget
Sound Naval Hospital.
• To solicit volunteers for setup/breakdown at events such as Seagull Calling and
the South Kitsap Golf Classic.

 Member Services
The goals and purpose of the Member Services committee are to:
• Review benefits of membership and take recommendations from
membership to improve the Chamber.
• Develop retention strategies and strategies for new member recruitment.
• Maintain contact and communication with members through personal
contact.
• Work with the Chamber staff to develop programs for luncheons,
Morning Stir seminars, and morning board meetings.
• Develop special workshops as needed/requested and coordinate
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occasional new member
orientations.
• Recruit and encourage members
to become Chamber Liaisons.

 Member Education
The goals and purpose of the
Member Education committee is to:
• Provide learning opportunities
for members to keep them up to
date on latest trends in
technology for business
operations and marketing.
• Provide training and resources to local businesses for streamlining
operations in order to improve sales and increase profits.

Sponsorships
Member dues pay the majority of operating expenses for the Chamber of
Commerce office and staff. The Chamber plans and coordinates several events
each year. As an event sponsor, the opportunities for acknowledgement,
recognition and marketing of your business can be considerable. As previously
mentioned, many different sponsorship opportunities exist.
Here is a list of some of the sponsorships available.

Presidents Circle Sponsorship
The Presidents Circle is reserved for the top sponsor in the Chamber of Commerce.
There are four different levels of sponsorship and limited availability. These
sponsorships usually fill very quickly.

Golf Tournaments sponsorship
As mentioned before, the Golf Tournament is an annual event and provides many
different forms and levels of sponsorship. Sponsors for the Golf Tournament receive
exposure at the event as well as extensive promotion leading up to the event. This is
a premier sponsorship opportunity.

Special Event Sponsorships
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The Chamber of Commerce accepts a limited number of sponsorships for both the
Seagull Calling Festival and the Pooch and Purr Parade. Both of these events are
attended by thousands of local residents and visitors each year.

Luncheon Sponsorship
Sponsoring a luncheon allows two of your business representatives to attend the
luncheon for free, distribute marketing materials on the table, make a brief twominute presentation and have a separate marketing table inside the front door. This
is a great way to kick off new products or services.

Relocation Sponsorships
Put your company's name before businesses
and individuals who request information
about moving to Port Orchard/South Kitsap.
The Chamber receives an average of 15
requests a month for our standard relocation
package. If you are targeting newcomers,
there's no better way to stretch your
marketing dollars.
A complete list of sponsorships and benefits
available as part of each sponsorship is
available upon request by contacting the
Chamber office directly.

Other Chamber Support Events
South Kitsap is filled with many
different organizations and great
community events. Below is a brief list
of some of the other events around town
that the Port Orchard Chamber of
Commerce supports, either directly or
with in kind support. We are proud of
each of these events.

Saints Car Cruz
Folks who grew up behind the wheel of a hot rod know the allure of classic
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and custom-built cars, the shine of a well-polished bumper, the thrum of a
heated engine, and the freedom of speed, but engine aficionados of all ages will
find plenty to admire at the CRUZ. Downtown Port Orchard explodes with
visitors, classic cars, and hot rods.
Local vendors set up over 100 booths
with a variety of delectable treats,
which are served to the thousands of
people that flock to Bay Street to
eyeball and compete with over 500
gorgeous cars, trucks, and motorcycles,
from classics to hot rods. With live
music, over 50 awards and door prizes,
delightful food, and no entrance fee for
non- competitors, the Cruz rocks!

Ladies Night Out
Twice a year, the Port Orchard Bay Street Association hosts Ladies Night Out.
Typically in May and October, the merchants get together and invite the ladies of
South Kitsap to come downtown and enjoy an evening of special shopping
opportunities and entertainment.

Taste of Port Orchard
The last Sunday of August is the time to indulge yourself in the last feast of the
summer season and enjoy the great eats provided at the annual Taste of Port
Orchard at the Port Orchard Marina Waterfront Park. Many excellent Port Orchard
restaurants will be providing seasonal and specialty foods unique to their
businesses. Visitors will also enjoy the Port Orchard Bay Street Association
sponsored beer garden, a special art walk, and live music with the close of the
Fathoms O’ Fun Concerts by the Bay concert series.

Festival by the Bay
Check out downtown Port Orchard the same weekend as the Saint’s Car Cruz
for all sorts of fun activities! Enjoy live music, local vendor booths, and lots of
entertainment for the kids!
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National Night Out
National Night Out is a community-police awareness-raising event in the United
States, held the first Tuesday of August. Local law enforcement and emergency
medical services, along with many local clubs set up displays for the public to view.
Great event for the entire family.

Festival of Chimes and Lights
Usher in the holidays in downtown Port Orchard and bring on the holiday cheer.
Before you indulge yourself with chestnuts roasting on an open fire, hot cocoa and
sweet treats from local vendors throughout the downtown area, shed a few calories
for a cause and join the annual Jingle Bell Run/Walk! Proceeds from this annual
event benefit the Arthritis Foundation.
Following your run and an afternoon of holiday
shopping at our local merchants, get ready for an
evening of music, entertainment, more shopping
and more food.
 “Christmas Lane” lighted boats competition.
 South Kitsap High School Marching
Band performance
 Pooch and Purr Parade
 Children’s activities at the Kitsap
Regional Library
 Special guest appearance by Santa, in
vintage South Kitsap Fire Dept. truck.
 Free chili, popcorn, hot chocolate and cider.
 Official tree-lighting festivities.
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Fathoms O’Fun Grand Parade
During the last weekend of June, the annual Fathoms O' Fun Grand Parade bring
community festival floats, exciting games, thrilling amusement rides, and
spectators from around the Sound, Washington State, and beyond. It is followed by
the 4th of July Fireworks celebration on the Port Orchard waterfront that rivals all
4th of July celebrations Puget Sound. The annual June and July celebration,
including the Grand Parade, July 4th Fireworks, and the Fathoms Summer Craft
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and Vendor Fair has received recognition as the West Sound's best community
festival. Don't miss the fun!

Concerts by the Bay
Concerts by the Bay is an annual outdoor summer concert series held on Thursday
evenings. Approximately sixteen concerts are held during the series, which begins
on the first Thursday in June, includes three concerts scheduled throughout the
4th of July festivities, and concludes with the Taste of Port Orchard on Labor
Day Sunday. This family and community event is held at the Port Orchard
Marina Waterfront Park; it is a free and open to the public. Boaters are always
welcome! The concerts attract approximately 6,000 visitors annually, making it a
huge success with both the local community and visitors alike.

Broad Community Support
As mentioned in the very beginning, member dues provide indirect support to many
other organizations and events in the Community. Some organizations we
financially support through our luncheon raffles and to others, we provide
promotional support. We also team with many event organizers to share the load
financially and provide in-kind volunteer support. The work the Port Orchard
Chamber of Commerce does on a regular basis affects a wide swath of South
Kitsap. Here are a few of the other organizations we support.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Port Orchard Eagles
Fathoms O'Fun
Goodwill Port Orchard
Habitat for Humanity
Kitsap Community Resources
Port Orchard Farmers' Market
Soroptomist International
United Way of Kitsap County

•
•
•
•
•

Bethany Lutheran Church and School
Samaritan Scholarship Driver Foundation
American Red Cross - West Sound
Coffee Oasis
Backpacks for Kids
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