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Friends,
I have received a lot of comments, criticism and overwhelmingly positive responses regarding my decision to
implement Executive Order JS-7 mandating that all Chambers County businesses require the wearing of
masks by both employees and clients. I want you to know that our team reads every single comment,
message and email and, though we are not able to respond to each one, I do consider your opinions and
wellbeing when making decisions.
I want to clarify that this decision was made based on facts and sound guidance from Public Health
Professionals, including Local Health Authority W. Clay Brown, MD, and other regional resources.
The number of confirmed positive cases of COVID-19 has risen exponentially over the past few weeks. From
March 16 – the date our first case was diagnosed – to May 31, Chambers County reported 68 cases. In the
past 25 days, we have nearly doubled that number with 123 new confirmed positive cases, for a total of 191
cases. In fact, there has been a 123 percent increase in the number of active cases over the last 10 days
alone. We have also, sadly, reported our first two COVID-19 related deaths. An announcement that I hoped
we would never have to make.
Regional hospital Intensive Care Units are nearing capacity. As of June 24, the Texas Medical Center
reported that ICU’s were 97 percent full and that, based on normal capacity counts, there were only 32
beds available.
I understand that not all ICU patients are hospitalized because of COVID-19. Instead, the concern is that
should a Chambers County resident become ill – either with COVID-19 related illness or any other illness –
climbing COVID-19 numbers means that hospital bed space may not be available for those who need care,
especially critical care bed availability.
We must also all remember that there are 7,169,252 people living in the Houston region, all vying for care at
the same hospitals. Many other counties are experiencing the same surge in COVID-19 cases that we are,
which means that the available bed space will dwindle rapidly if we do not act.
Additionally, while Governor Greg Abbott did mandate that individuals cannot be fined for not wearing
masks (something we would never want to do, regardless), he did state in an interview with KWTX-Waco that
“local governments can require stores and businesses to require masks.” He continued, “they have always
had the opportunity and ability. Just like they can require people to wear shoes and shirts, these businesses
can require people to wear face masks.”
So, why all of the confusion caused by the CDC changing their position over wearing a mask? This virus is
novel – or “new” – and little was known about transmission. Initial guidance and policies were based on
emerging data and, as time passed and more evidence became available, the CDC changed their
guidance and recommendation to better align with scientific studies.

Finally, increased case counts across Texas has led other states – including New York – to place restrictions
on travelers returning from those states. So the tables have turned. Whereas Texas once placed restrictions
on New Yorkers, they have now restricted our travel to their state.
Ultimately, I was elected to serve Chambers County residents. The crux of that mantle is that I sometimes
have to make decisions that are hard and unpopular, but that protect the greater good of all. I assure you
that this decision was made with much research, conference with medical professionals and thought. It
was not taken lightly and most certainly not influenced by political motives.
Moving forward, I encourage all Chambers County residents to do their research regarding current
COVID-19 facts and trends. Please remember that you do more harm than good when sharing false or
inflammatory messages or from sources that are not rooted in hard, scientific data. Use discernment. On
the next page, I will share a list of verified resources that I use for updated, accurate information.
Thank you all for your support and cooperation. As always, stay safe.

Jimmy Sylvia
Chambers County Judge

Resources for Information
The Centers for Disease Control
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
The Texas Department of State Health Services
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/
Office of the Texas Governor
https://gov.texas.gov/
Chambers County, Texas Website
https://www.co.chambers.tx.us/
Texas Medical Center
https://www.tmc.edu/
Additional Resources
Interview with Governor Abbott Allowing Counties to Mandate That Businesses Require Masks
https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/coronavirus/texas-county-orders-use-of-face-masks-to-fightcovid-19/2390878/
H-GAC Regional Data Lab
https://datalab.h-gac.com/cviewer/index.html?entry=2
CDC – Travel in the United States
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html
New York State Department of Health – Information on Travel
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory

