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The magic of Medora takes to the
road again this holiday season with
27 performances of a music and
magic variety show in 22 communities, including a Sunday, December
3 show at 4:00 pm at the Block
Memorial Chapel on the Trinity
Bible College campus in Ellendale,
ND.
A Magical Medora Christmas will feature five of the top performers to
have graced the stage of the Burning Hills Amphitheater, including
former Medora Musical hosts
Emily Walter, Bill Sorensen and Job
Christenson, yodeler extraordinaire
Jared Mason, and Chad Willow,
longtime band leader at the Medora
Musical.
“This year we are excited to bring
this heart-warming production to
even more venues across the upper
Midwest,” said Randy Hatzenbuhler, president of the Theodore
Roosevelt Medora Foundation.

DPCU, City Hall 1113
and Sanford
Health, closed
for the Thanksgiving Holiday

“It was quickly obvious that it
needed to be an annual show,” he
said, and now the presentation is
into its third season.
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Travelling variety show booked for 27 performances in 22 communities

He said Sorensen, Walter and Mason created a Christmas show in
2015 to cap the 50th anniversary of
the Medora Musical.
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The show will feature the musical
talents of Mason, Walter, Christenson and Willow, and the comedy
and magic talents of Sorensen. All
five have appeared as featured
performers of the acclaimed Medora
Musical.
“I’m the magician,” Sorensen said,
“but what’s really magical is the
holiday entertainment and a taste of
Medora presented by Emily, Job,
Jared and Chad.”
Jared Mason performed as a Burning Hills Singer and featured vocal-

ist in the musical where many remember him for his yodeling abilities. Since his time in Medora he
has become an award-winning recording artist, composer and actor,
and recently starred on Broadway
as Jerry Lee Lewis in the Tony
Award winning musical Million
Dollar Quartet. He spent the last two
summers in Medora starring in his
one-man show Jared Mason Live. He
is currently in Nashville working on
a new solo album and several other
projects.
Emily Walter, known as “The
Queen of the West,” was host of
the Medora Musical from 2010 to
2015, and this past summer she
hosted the popular Medora Gospel
Brunch. While serving her country,
Walter was the lead vocalist in the
US Air Force Strategic Air Command Band and has worked with
such stars as Bob Hope, Lee
Greenwood and John Denver. She
starred in Patsy Cline shows across
the United States and Canada, and
recently did a tribune in Mesa,
Ariz., to Karen Carpenter. One of
Carpenter’s songs will be featured
in the Christmas show. Walter also
spent several years as a featured
vocalist performing on cruise ships
all over the world.
Actor, singer, dancer and playwright Job Christenson, a native of
Grand Forks, ND, has hosted the
Medora Musical and starred on
Broadway. “Job is one of the finest
singers North Dakota has ever
produced,” said Curt Wollan, longtime producer of the Medora Musical. “He has an incredible soaring
tenor voice.” Christenson lives in
New York and is studying for a
master’s degree in playwriting. He
has vast experience performing in
musicals. He’s done numerous
benefits and voice overs in New
York. He then worked in Chicago
doing productions at Marriott Lin-

colnshire, Chicago Shakespeare,
and his very own cabaret show at
the Gentry. He continues as artistic
and development director for
Sleepy Hollow Theatre and Arts
Park in Bismarck, ND, and is working on a play trilogy about North
Dakota.
Bill Sorensen served as co-host of
the Medora Musical for four years.
He was a featured speaker in the
new 2016 Medora Gospel Brunch.
Sorensen produced and appeared in
The 4M Review variety show in Medora for 30 years as well as the 2015
and 2016 Magical Medora Christmas
shows. As a magician, juggler and
public speaker he has performed
over 5,000 shows nationwide.
Sorensen served as mayor of Bismarck, ND, and in the ND House
of Representatives.
New to this year’s show is Chad
Willow, pianist, singer, and banjo
player from Minnesota, who appeared on the bandstand for 12
seasons of the Medora Musical as
associate musical director of the
show and leader of the Coal Diggers band. He produced and recorded a vocal bluegrass record
entitled Scarecrow, with musicians
from the Medora Musical bandstand
stage.
This year the Magical Medora
Christmas tour stops in 15 communities in North Dakota, two in
Montana, four in Minnesota and
one in South Dakota. Tickets for all
shows are $25 and are available
now at www.medora.com. Tickets
will also be available at locations in
the host communities.
Forum Communications and the
Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation are sponsoring the tour.
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Starion Bank Receives Highest Rating
from BauerFinancial
Starion
Bank has
received a
five star
“superior”
rating from
BauerFinancial, the nation’s leading
independent bank and credit
union rating firm.
BauerFinancial has been reporting on and analyzing the
performance of U.S. banks
and credit unions since 1983.

Star ratings are assigned on a
scale of zero-to-five stars,
with five being the strongest,
and are based on the overall
financial picture of the financial institution. The ratings are
independent, meaning no institution is able to pay to be
rated or excluded.
“This recognition would not
be possible without the commitment Starion employees
make to providing exceptional
service to each and every cus-

tomer,” says
Craig Larson, CEO of
Starion
Bank. “The
Bauer ratings are a
tool that can
provide consumers a piece of mind that
their financial institution is
responsible and strong.”

Local Businesses Support Foundation
Local businesses have been
very generous with their donations to the Ellendale Area
Community Foundation’s
“Foundation 56 Raffle” fundraiser. The annual fundraiser
will give out 56 prizes, including $1,800 in cash prizes!
Tickets are available at Choice
Financial, Dakota Plains
Credit Union, Mahler’s Village
Variety, Mertz Lumber &
Supply and Starion Bank.
Board members are also selling the tickets. The raffle will
culminate at The Granary on
Saturday, December 2nd beginning at 8 pm. There will
be gaming, food and lots of
fun! The drawings will be
held at 10 pm. You need not
be in attendance to win.
Over $260,00 has been donated in grants to the EllenNovember
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dale area from the Ellendale
Area Community Foundation
since 1999. The Foundation
continues to receive and raise
monies to place in the permanent endowment fund. The
interest earned through the
ND Community Foundation
is given out in grants each
year through an application
process. Applications are received by organizations that
have a 501(c)3 status, such as
the Park board, Fair board,
Senior Center, ambulance,
health care facilities, library,
pre-school and many others.
The Foundation looks forward to a successful raffle and
appreciates the support of all
the donors. Buy a ticket, attend the wrap-up event and
support the Foundation and
your Ellendale area!
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Ellendale Area
Chamber of Commerce
We’re located at:
216 Main Street
Write us at:
PO Box 91
Ellendale, ND 58436
Phone: 701-349-4103
Email: ellendalecoc@drtel.net

Building A Stronger Community

We’re on the Web!
ellendalechamber.com

Business After Hours: TBC’s President Alexander has invited
the business community to the President’s Dessert, Tuesday,
November 14, at 7:00 pm at the President’s house. He will be
discussing the exciting developments at Trinity in the last year.
Make plans to attend this enlightening social event!

