February Newsletter
Volume 23, Issue 2

February 2016

NTCA Recognizes Dickey Rural Networks as Certified
Gig-Capable Provider for Delivering Gigabit
Broadband to Rural Southeastern North Dakota

Plan ahead for
future events
 February 4—last home girls
basketball game
 February 6—Region Dual
Wrestling Tourney
(Kindred)
 February 8—Region Individual
Wrestling Tourney
(Wishek)
 February 12, 13, 15—Girls’
Basketball District 5 Tournament (Jamestown)
 February 18—20—State
Wrestling Tourney (Fargo)
 February 20—alumni basketball
 February 22, 23, 25—Region 3
Tournament (Jamestown)
 March 3-5—Girls’ Basketball
State Tournament
 March 14—Pi Day at the
Opera House
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NTCA–The Rural Broadband Association, the premier association representing nearly 900 independent, community-based
telecommunications companies that are leading innovation in rural and small
-town America, announced that Dickey Rural
Networks (DRN) has been
named a Certified GigCapable Provider for delivering gigabit broadband
speeds and enabling technological innovation in
their territory in southeastern North Dakota.
As a Certified Gig-Capable
Provider, DRN joins a national campaign spearheaded by NTCA to build
awareness and industry
recognition of communitybased telecom providers
that have built communications networks capable
of delivering Internet
speeds of up to 1 gigabit
per second, which is 100
times faster than those
currently available in many
U.S. households. DRN
also received tools to promote itself as a GigCapable Provider in their

territory and will be recognized in NTCA media, on
the NTCA website, and
during association conferences and events.
“I applaud DRN for its
commitment to delivering
the Internet’s fastest
speeds—an accomplishment worthy
of much
praise considering the
unique and
challenging
circumstances
small, communitybased telecommunications providers
operate under every day in
serving some of our country’s most rural and remote
communities,” said NTCA
Chief Executive Officer
Shirley Bloomfield. “By
building a gigabit-capable
network, DRN has not
only overcome these challenges, but also shattered
conventional benchmarks
for broadband speed to
enable cutting-edge technologies that drive innovation and promote eco-

nomic development in their
communities, region and
nationwide.”
To achieve certification,
telecommunications companies must show that gigabit technology is currently
commercially available
within 95% of one or more
exchanges
within its
serving territory and that
such service
can be provided without
new trenching
or stringing
new aerial
facilities. This
statement must be confirmed by a letter from an
engineering firm or other
independent source involved in the company’s
network planning, deployment or operation.
For more information
about the NTCA GigCapable Provider certification program and a full list
of certified companies, visit
www.ntca.org/gigcertified.
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UPDATING THE ELLENDALE JDA BOOTH DISPLAY
The Ellendale JDA is working
on updating the Ellendale JDA
Booth Display. We are looking
for pictures that you are will to
share about Ellendale, Local
Events, Parks, Recreational Activities, Businesses, School, College and more. The effort is
about telling the quality of life
story of Ellendale. These photos will be used on our display.
Once the display is update it
will be put on display in the
Motor Vehicle/ Chamber and
JDA office entry. Those pho-

tos that are provided will be
reviewed and those that best tell
the story of Ellendale will be
used.
Our display will be used as we
promote Ellendale and attend
events that would benefit our
community. We are working on
doing a better job of telling
people and businesses about
Ellendale. In addition, while on
display it will be used to remind
those who come to the office
what Ellendale is all about and

what Ellendale has to offer.
All photos will be returned once
we have completed updating
the display. The photos may be
dropped off at the JDA office
located at 216 Main Street.
Please provide your photos by
February 12, 2016 so we are
able to complete the display and
get it ready for the roll out at
the Aberdeen Home Builders
Show March 5th and 6th. Thank
you for your help. Let’s show
our Ellendale Pride!
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Land O’Lakes and Farmers Union Donation
As a part of our commitment to rural communities, Land
O’Lakes, Inc. along with matched funds from Farmers
Union Oil Company of Ellendale are pleased to donate a
combined total of $4800.00 of which $2000.00 will be
donated to the Ellendale Community Food Pantry,
$1400.00 to Ellendale High School Close-up students,
$700.00 to Forbes Fire Department and $700.00 to Ellendale Fire Department. It is our hope that this will help
enhance the quality of life in their community and will be
available to them for general operating expenses.
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Pictured is: Representing Forbes Fire Department – Ron
Casey, representing Ellendale Fire Department – Paul
Wedell, Presenting the donations for Farmers Union Oil
Company is their Vice President of the Board – Kirk
Miller, and representing Ellendale Community Food Pantry – Michele Thorpe. Not pictured is EHS Superintendent – Jeff Fastnacht.
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Chamber of Commerce would like to
extend a special “thank you” to
Mertz Lumber and Supply for their
generous donation to the Christmas
decorations in Brandenburger
Park:. They were inadvertently left
off the list of businesses that were
“thanked” in January’s Newsletter.

