July Newsletter
Starion Financial Named a Top-performing Community
Bank in the Nation
Starion Financial was named to “The Best of the Best” list by Independent Banker magazine and received a superior rating from BauerFinancial.
Independent Banker is a publication of the Independent Community Bankers of America, an organization that represents more than 6,000 community banks of all sizes
throughout the country. It separates banks based on asset size and ranks the top 25 by
their return on average equity (ROAE) and return on average assets (ROAA) ratios. For
2015, Starion was evaluated as a subchapter S bank with assets of $1 billion or more.
Starion was ranked number 10 for ROAE and number 13 for ROAA.
Craig Larson

Based on data from the first quarter of 2016, Starion also earned a five-star “superior”
rating, the highest possible, from BauerFinancial, the nation’s leading independent
bank and credit union rating firm. BauerFinancial has been reporting on and analyzing
the performance of U.S. banks and credit unions since 1983. Quarterly ratings are
assigned on a scale of zero-to-five stars, with five being the strongest, and are
based on the overall financial picture of the financial institution. The ratings
are independent, meaning no institution is able to pay to be rated or excluded.
“Earning recognition from Independent Banker and BauerFinancial speaks
highly to the hard work and dedication of every Starion employee,” says Craig
Larson, Starion president/CEO. “They work diligently to help our customers
succeed and when our customers are successful, our bank is too. This, in turn,
allows us to support our employees, our customers and the communities we
serve even better.”
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John Wheelihan, of Ellendale, recently presented a donation of $100.00 to DRN
towards their Service Dogs for America Fundraiser. Employees
at DRN, along with the Board of Directors, have set a goal of
raising $20,000 for Service Dogs for America (SDA), based out
of Jud, ND. The money raised will purchase a service dog for a
North Dakota Veteran. Thank you to John for his generous
donation. If you would like to donate to DRN’s employee lead
service dog fundraiser or to learn more, contact DRN at 701344-5000, servicedog@drtel.com or visit www.drtel.com.
(Pictured John Wheelihan & Sonja Bommersbach)
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Affordable Housing a Key Consideration
When making decisions about the future, having access to affordable housing is a key consideration for everyone from community and business leaders
to workers and consumers.
May 31
Blood Drive Results
Once again, the Ellendale
community had a successful blood drive! Thank s to
all who helped in anyway to
make it such a success! The
goal was 38 successful donors and Ellendale had
39. Heading into the summer months it is crucial that
United Blood Service has an
adequate supply of blood
for our area patients. Ellendale’s blood drive has
helped us make sure we can
meet that need.

43 donors were scheduled

“Without affordable housing, it is challenging for businesses to recruit and
retain employees,” says Jolene Kline, North Dakota Housing Finance Agency
executive director. “And, seniors and disabled individuals need safe, suitable
options to be able to remain in a community.”
Through the support of state taxpayers, NDHFA’s Housing Incentive Fund
has proven to be an excellent resource in addressing the state’s most critical
housing needs. The program provides low-cost financing to developers of
affordable housing.
“Since HIF’s inception, we have allocated over $89.6 million to 78 projects,”
said Kline. “These dollars have leveraged more than $425 million in construction financing to support the development of 2,450 new housing units
statewide.”

11 walk-ins
8 no shows
46 total signed in
44 were interviewed

NDHFA is currently focused on fully capitalizing the program so it can honor
commitments made to projects in Bismarck, Bowman, Devils Lake, Dickinson, Fargo, Gwinner, Minot, Valley City and Williston. The agency has until
Dec. 31, 2016, to raise the $3 million needed.

3 were deferred
2 where a short/abort donation (started but weren’t
able to complete their donation)
39 successful donations
11 gave doubles
50 total products
Monday, August 15, 2016
will be the next community
blood drive.

HIF contributors receive a dollar-for-dollar state income tax credit and can
target contributions to a specific project or community. Learn more online at
www.ndhousingincentivefund.org or by contacting NDHFA at (800) 2928621 or hfainfo@nd.gov.
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The Prairie Winds Motel is now hiring
for PT positions in the Housekeeping/
Front Desk—excellent customer service
experience is required! Flexible hours
are available. Competitive wages.
Please apply in person.

We’re on the Web:
Ellendalechamber.com

Ellendale Area
Chamber of Commerce
216 Main Street
P.O. Box 91
Ellendale, ND 58436
Phone: 701-349-4103
E-mail: ellendalecoc@drtel.net

Building
A Stronger
Community

The Fireside Family Restaurant will
have limited hours on Monday, July 4,
2016. The Fireside
will be opened only
from 7 am – 2 pm
on Monday, July
4th.

