PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS

Various programs give nontraditional
students a pathway to an academic career
By Yvonne Pesquera
Many people think that you first have
to graduate high school to go to college. University of New Mexico-Taos has
a broader vision on what learning can be
–– and they’ve developed several pathway
programs to help non-traditional students
pursue their dreams of education, all before
registering as a college student at UNMTaos.
“Many of these programs are not traditional recruiting mechanisms for UNM-Taos.
The idea is to support students across the
continuum of education they select,” said
Dr. Randi Archuleta, Dean of Instruction.
“While they are enrolled in these programs
at UNM-Taos, we see them as our students.
They are all Lobos.”
Upward Bound Math & Science (UBMS)
UBMS helps Taos area high school students
excel in math and science while encouraging them to pursue college degrees in
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, or
Mathematics).
Students are prepared for college with college visits, assistance with applications, financial aid, and test-taking strategies. Skills
in STEM are strengthened with after-school
tutoring and hands-on experiments and research. Students also have the opportunity
to explore STEM careers.
“UBMS is housed at the UNM-Taos Klauer
Campus, which allows for easy access to
other student support programs such as
Financial Aid, Admissions, Advising, and
tutoring,” said Dr. Katie Bryant, Program
Specialist. Contact Dr. Katie Bryant at
kmbryant@unm.edu or visit taos.unm.edu/
triomathsci
Veterans Upward Bound (VUB)
This is the only veterans TRiO Program in
the State of New Mexico. For veterans who
want to get an education but they don’t
know where to begin, VUB helps in the
process.

The program and its services are free to
veterans; that includes instruction, textbooks, advising, and supplies.
Best of all, veterans can opt to go to any
post-secondary education they want. This
means they can select a two-year community college like UNM-Taos, or pursue
a four-year college or university (like the
main campus of UNM in Albuquerque), or
any vocational/technical school.
“This is a great pathway to get veterans
into higher education and have them taking classes at the post-secondary level,”
said Roberta Vigil, Sr. Operations Manager, Department of Instruction. Contact
Brandy Corry at brandy@unm.edu or visit
taos.unm.edu/veteransupwardbound
Taos Education & Career Center (TECC)
TECC is an award winning adult education
program that offers several free services to
out-of-school youth and adults:
High School Equivalency (HSE) and College and Career Readiness Preparation
TECC prepares students to attain an HSE,
formerly known as the GED. With an HSE,
you can apply to any college or technical
school of your choice and qualify for the
lottery scholarship.
Career and Technical Education
TECC helps students speed up their ability to earn a career certificate, learn the
communication and problem-solving skills
needed for succeeding in a career, all while
gaining a HSE. Students can gain training
today in Certified Nursing Assistant, Community Health Worker, Emergency Medical
Technician, or Introduction to Renewable
Energy and Introduction to Solar Energy.
“Each one of us has a talent and a gift
to give to this world. Our individualized
learning focuses not just on academics,
but on supporting students to gain the

experience, confidence, and emotional
intelligence to excel in their personal and
professional lives. I want our community to
know that you don’t need to spend a long
time back in school to change your life!”
said Judy Hofer, Director of TECC.
Contact Judy Hofer at judy@unm.edu or
visit taos.unm.edu/home/tecc/
Dual enrollment program
Another pathway is dual enrollment, which
provides the opportunity to enroll in college courses taken for both high school
and college credit. Courses are taught in
the high school, online, or at the UNM-Taos
campus.
“Currently, UNM-Taos has freshman through
seniors from the surrounding school
districts enrolled in courses. Students can
have a great start into their career pathway
or begin a guided exploration into possible
careers,” said Dr. Bonavita Quinto MacCallum, Programs Specialist.
“For students who attend the Friday Early
College Program, housed on the UNM-Taos
campus, they experience the rigor of a college curriculum, giving them the authentic
experience of a higher education institution,” said Dr. Quinto MacCallum.

Contact: Dr. Bonavita Quinto MacCallum
at bonavitaquintomaccallum@unm.edu or
visit taos.unm.edu/dual-credit
High School Equivalency Program (HEP)
HEP is designed for migrant and seasonal
farm workers and their dependent children
to obtain the equivalent of a high school
diploma.
HEP assists in the instruction and successful completion of the High School Equivalency exams. HEP also supports placement
in universities, colleges, junior colleges,
vocational institutions, military and other
career opportunities.
Contact: Brandy Corry brandy@unm.edu or
visit taos.unm.edu/home/hep
Find your pathway
UNM-Taos has the core mission to provide
affordable, high-quality post-secondary
education. And they have the mission to
meet the educational needs of the Taos
community.
“That’s why we offer these programs.
There are so many different pathways to
education. And, we offer many ways to
get involved before becoming a UNM-Taos
student,” said Dr. Archuleta.

LOBO PROFILE

HSE to AS to BA:
One student’s academic journey of success

A few short years ago, a young Zoe Nymahwayh Scout Fonseca found herself discouraged and unsatisfied at her high school
and made the decision to drop during her
sophomore year. It was not due to lack of
motivation or goals, but rather, she felt that
the large class sizes and public high school
environment were not a good fit for her. Instead, she opted to go the HSE route and
started the prep program at the Taos Education Career Center at UNM-Taos. After
the 16-week course, Zoe passed the HSE
on her first attempt, thanks to the small
class sized and individualized attention she
received from TECC staff and faculty. She
didn’t stop there. By the following spring
she registered for college courses at UNMTaos and within two years, graduated with
her Associate of Science in Pre-Science.
Zoe knew that wasn’t the end for her, and
had a new goal of going on for her fouryear degree. Zoe transferred to UNM Main

Campus where she is majoring in psychology with a minor in communications. She
will graduate this December with her Bachelor’s Degree. If that weren’t challenging
enough, Zoe has accomplished all of this
while working fulltime!

Zoe attributes her success to her perseverance and determination, and patience with
herself. She also expressed gratitude for
her then boyfriend (now husband), Jose
Fonseca, who has been a strong source of
encouragement and support all along the
way. “My goals became his goals too, and I
couldn’t have done this without him”.
As she transitioned onto a college campus,
Nymahwayh Scout Fonseca found that
she really enjoyed the higher education
academic environment at UNM-Taos—especially the culture of open thinking, the
personalized attention from faculty, and all

the resources available to student, like the
tutoring center, math lab and writing lab.
Being a student at Main campus has been
another transition for her, but she and husband Jose, who will also be completing his
Bachelor’s Degree this fall, are facing the
challenges head on and hand-in-hand.
Zoe is already thinking about the next step
on her pathway, and has applied to graduate programs in occupational therapy. As
she wraps up her last semester as an undergrad, she’s anxiously awaiting the notice
of acceptance.
Zoe’s advice to anyone who is at any point
of their journey: “know that it’s going to be
ok…take a deep breath and take it one step
at a time! Focus on the next step, then the
next, and the next. It can be overwhelming
to consider all that has to be done but you
can do it!

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
TECC nationally recognized for innovative online vocational project
TECC was selected as one of 10 teams from
around the country as winners of the Minds
that Move Us Career Pathway Design Challenge. Over a three-year period, the teams
will receive training and technical support,
and participation in a Design Camp to design innovative career pathways programs
for adult learners. At the end of the three
years, the teams will present their proposed projects at a Career Pathways Festival, where they will have a chance to win
$100,000 to implement their project.

TECC was selected due to their innovative
proposal around Integrated Education and
Training (IET). IETs simultaneously teach
academic, technical, and professionalism
skills in career certificate courses. TECC’s
proposal, HIVE (Hub of Internet-based Vocations and Education), can be viewed at
https://youtu.be/VLS5alr1_bg. It is a shared
office for online workers (coders, IT, etc)
are co-housed with the training courses
needed to gain the credentials for employment, along with an office for student/

workers to access supportive services. This
model is designed to support entry level
workers to gain and succeed in online vocational careers that offer life sustaining
wages.
The Minds that Move Us initiative is a challenge to communities to design innovative
education and training models that create
social equity and economic mobility, driven
by the market demands of business and industry as well as the needs of youth and
adult learners (mindsthatmoveus.org).

It’s not too early to start thinking about the Spring semester! Registration will open on November 12th.Day, evening, and online classes are available.

Visit taos.unm.edu or call 575-737-6215 to get started.
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