SOUTH COUNTY CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Creating partnerships and opportunities that
ensure South County businesses prosper.

South County Coworking Space

Jocelyn Brennan
President l CEO
South County Chambers of Commerce

The Chamber is
excited to announce
an interest/waiting
list for a Five Cities
cowork location and a
Nipomo cowork location. Coworking spaces are ideal for
“solopreneurs”, second locations, business travelers, home-

based businesses,
startups, and satellite
offices.
Coworking spaces
are designed for members who work for a
range of different companies. Think ventures,
collaboration, learning,
and new opportunities.
This idea is core to
the South County
Chambers of Commerce mission:
To create partnerships and opportunities that ensure South
County businesses
prosper.
A cowork space is
the perfect place for
the Chamber to provide business re-

sources and expertise
to our members in a
dynamic location with
an open cowork space,
multiple private offices,
conference rooms, super-fast fiber network,
Wi-Fi, printing services,
mailbox services, answering services, coffee bar, lounge
and “phone booths.”
Feel free to e-mail
me if you have any
questions. More information will follow soon
as we finalize details of
this exciting opportunity for South County
businesses.
My e-mail address is

The focus of their experiential learning programs is
connecting children with
their own local heritage and
ecology through education
and hands-on immersion.
Dana Adobe provides field
trips for over 1,500 students
a year.
On March 30th, the Dana
Adobe Cultural Center will be
holding a party to help raise

UPCOMING CHAMBER
EVENTS
LinkedIn Workshop
March 6
Member Coffee
Nipomo Office
March 13
Chamber Luncheon
with Sheriff Ian
Parkinson
March 20
Chamber Mixer at
The Oaks at Nipomo
March 27

Be sure to visit
our SCCC website
to view the
South County
Community Events

Jocelyn@
southcountychambers.com.

March 2019 SCCC Business of the Month:
Dana Adobe Cultural Center
Congratulations to the
Dana Adobe Cultural Center in Nipomo on being
named our Business of
the Month for March!
A nonprofit organization, the Dana Adobe’s
mission is to engage visitors with the stories of
California's Rancho Era,
connecting them with the
peoples, the land, and its
resources to foster environmental stewardship
and cultural understanding. The Dana Adobe is a
historic landmark, cultural
center, nature education
site, and a gallery. Dana
Adobe is also available as
a venue for weddings or
other special events.
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funds for the construction of
the new barn complex. Featuring both a silent and live
auction, food and drink, and
live music performed by
Amaya Rose Bluegrass
Band, this event is one you
don’t want to miss!
The event will also showcase an exclusive screening
of the Dana Adobe film documentary, which features
Golden Globe and Academy
Award-nominated actress
Virginia Madsen as the narrator.
Dana Adobe Cultural
Center is located at 671
South Oakglen Ave. in Nipomo. For more information,
please visit danaadobe.org,
or call (805) 929-5679.

Applications are
available now for
2019 Chamber
committees.

Leadership South County
Day Session 1:
Tourism and Recreation Day
Big thank you to Finn’s for being
our day sponsor and providing a
delicious lunch. Thank you to
Pacific Adventure Tours for the
extreme adventure tour of the
Oceano Dunes State Parks!
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New Members

WELCOME
Systems and Marketing
Solutions
Luke DePew and
Associates
Plains All American Pipeline
LP
Linda Vleit Insurance
Services
Metromedia Publishers
Rabobank– Oak Park Blvd
Sentinel Peak Resources
Village Bike Shop
Dawoom Acupunture Center
Culture Stoke
Kennedy Club Fitness

Advertising space is
available in this Chamber
newsletter. Please contact
us at (805) 489-1488.

Supervisor Adam Hill District 3, Avila Beach, Grover Beach, Pismo Beach, SLO

The Diablo Watch:
As we all know, the
situation with Diablo Canyon Power Plant has gotten more complicated as
PG&E filed for bankruptcy.
Questions linger among
our residents here, so I
thought I’d try to address
three of the most commonly asked.
1. Why is the County allowing the plant to
close? The County was
not involved at all in the
joint closure agreement;
simply put, we were not
consulted, and though we
have enjoyed a strong

relationship with the local
representatives of the company, we have had to work
diligently to achieve some
financial off-sets for the
loss of revenue, and for
local economic development.
2. How will bankruptcy
affect the plant? We don’t
yet know. We have hired a
bankruptcy attorney to
protect our community’s
interests and we believe
the money from SB 1090
(Monning-Cunningham) to
be safe, but we are concerned that the plant keeps

running until the end of its
licenses in 2024 & 2025.
3. What will the county do to
help lessen the long-term
impact of the closure?Our
efforts to work collaboratively with our cities has shown
itself to be strong. Our continued collaboration with Cal
Poly on economic initiatives
like the HotHouse, is growing. Expect the County to
play a key role in the leadership and development of
new economic development
efforts with many of you in
the business community
and with all our partners in
the public sector.

Grover Beach Update from Mayor Jeff Lee
With winter coming to a close and March upon us…it is a time to reflect back
on recent events while looking forward to longer days and the increasing opportunity to be outside to run around and play.
The recent rains (and other unique weather happenings) have pushed the capacity of Lopez Lake to almost 50% - a place it has not been very much recently.
While this is a very good thing and means we should have an adequate water supply for this calendar year, it does not mean that we should be using water indiscriminately.
The Grover Beach water supply options consist of ground water and Lopez
Lake which is operated by the County of San Luis Obispo via Flood Control and
Water Conservation District – Zone 3. Grover Beach and the South County are
keenly aware of the precarious nature of our water supplies and are constantly
looking to shore-up our supply options while encouraging our residents, visitors
and businesses to conserve water whenever possible.
Water supply options include projects that will take years to implement…this is
California after all and nothing is ever easy. Two of the projects include:
1) Central Coast Blue – a partnership between Grover Beach, Arroyo
Grande, Pismo Beach, Oceano and the South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation
District– to reclaim wastewater discharge through advanced treatment technologies (see more at http://centralcoastblue.com/) and
2) possible use of desalination technology at Diablo Canyon Power Plant
and construction of a waterline from the plant to the Zone 3 waterlines located in
Avila Beach; however this project could be impacted by the DCPP closure process
and the recent PG&E bankruptcy filing.
So, as you can see, although the drought may “officially” be over there will always be a need to conserve water. Grover Beach has Water Conservation Tips
and several City-sponsored programs that residents and businesses can implement. We have a “Cash for Grass” program and rebates for replacement of items
including: toilets, showerheads, irrigation controllers and washing machines.
If you live, work or have a business in Grover Beach, please visit http://
www.grover.org/index.aspx?nid=221 for more information on how to benefit from
these programs.
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Arroyo Grande, Nipomo, and Oceano
We feel it’s important to respond together to Mayor Harmon’s call for Mayors
across the US to “quit Amazon”. We understand her desire to protect traditional retail
businesses. However, we strongly believe it is possible for the communities we represent to support a diverse array of businesses which include brick-and-mortar retail and
those that operate primarily online sales. We appreciate the supportive role each business plays in our economy and would welcome a company such as Amazon to any
community in District 4/Arroyo Grande. We strive to encourage all forms of economic
development, especially those that result in head-of-household positions. We want the
community to know we are united on this.
I am speaking on my own behalf and not on behalf of the AG City Council.
—Mayor Ray Russom.
Today I join Mayor Ray Russom in reaching out to Amazon and potentially
welcoming them to South County in response to San Luis Obispo Mayor Heidi Harmon’s request for all mayors to boycott Amazon. Amazon invested $33M in SLO last
year, and compensated employees who worked there over $25M. They created over
130 direct jobs, and an additional 240 non-direct jobs. They are currently looking to
hire more high paying positions right now. Today I am excited to announce that
Mayor Ray Russom, the South County Chamber of Commerce, and I want to open the
dialogue with Amazon corporate officials, and are reaching out to Amazon to discuss
the possibilities. Our call to action is to open the dialogue and explore possibilities.
— Supervisor Lynn Compton, District 4 County Supervisor (district4@co.slo.ca.us)
and Mayor Caren Ray Russom, Arroyo Grande (crayrussom@arroyogrande.org)

Thank You
Renewing Members
Troesh Recycling Inc
DBA RoXsand
Bank of the SierraChairman’s Circle- Silver Level
New Beginnings Community Church of
the Nazarene
Cole Linen and Laundry
Public Policy Solutions, Inc.
South County Historical Society
Elements Home Design Center
KC's Klassics
Neff & Associates Insurance Services
Inc
Rancho del Arroyo
Old San Luis BBQ Co
SeaCrest OceanFront Hotel
Pismo Coast Village RV Resort
Food 4 Less
The Management Trust

Homelessness in South County

Sierra Body Shop LLC

By Janna Nichols, Executive Director, 5 Cities Homeless Coalition

Central Coast Greenhouse Growers
Association

Addressing the challenges of homelessness starts with the word home. San
Luis Obispo County is now the 7th least
affordable housing market in the country
- with high rents, a high cost of living,
and severely limited housing
stock. While there are many reasons
one can become homeless, the high
cost of housing is a fundamental challenge to obtaining and retaining a home.
Locally most who become homeless
are area residents, some lifelong, of limited financial means. They are not transient. If your income is low, it doesn’t
take much to become homeless – loss
of job, illness, family break-up, disability.
Once homeless, there is little hope of
regaining a home without community
support. It is virtually impossible to save
your way out of homelessness on your
own.
As a community, homelessness is
one of the greatest challenges that we
face. It is a growing concern, especially
for our community’s youth. Federal and

state subsidies are insufficient. While
local enforcement can help to control
illegal behaviors, housing is in very short
supply and insufficient to move people
off the street.
We must come together to provide
short-term and long-term housing, coupled with supportive services. Programs
under consideration include adolescent
housing, supportive housing, a housing
resources navigation center, and case
management services. We seek the
community’s support both in developing
these programs to address the challenges of homelessness our community faces. Without a coordinated effort, homelessness will worsen and become more
costly for the entire community – individuals, families, local business, and local
government.
Janna Nichols
Executive Director
5 Cities Homeless Coalition
www.5chc.org

Blueprint Express
Adverb Marketing Group LLC
AaronPage Associates
Community Health Centers
of the Central Coast
Smith Electric Service
Century 21 Hometown Realty NipomoKalua Kuhnle
JB Dewar Inc
Kings Mortgage Services Inc
Aspire Counseling Services
Coastal Christian School
Astro Financial and Insurance Services
Clint Weirick Consulting
Crown Properties
Sunset Service Center
La Casita Mexican Restaurant

Page 4

Recent Ribbon Cuttings

The Locked Inn
750 Farroll Rd. Suite C, Grover Beach
thelockedinn.com
The Locked Inn offers escape rooms that are carefully
and thoughtfully designed to exceed expectations. Their
goal is to give guests an opportunity to unplug and have a
unique, fun experience with family or friends for an
hour. The "innkeepers," Jessica and David Sawyers,
create the puzzles and clues rather than
using an escape room kit.

Hearts and Hands Christian Childcare & Preschool

112 Orchard Rd, Nipomo
hhpreschool.com/hearts-hands-nipomo
Hearts and Hands Christian Childcare & Preschool is enrolling ages two through entering first
grade for their award-winning program. The preschool is open Monday through Friday from 6:30
am to 6:30 pm and provides safe, loving, and
excellent care for both local and commuting families at an affordable price.

Friends of Five Cities Fire Authority
friendsof5citiesfire.org
Friends of Five Cities Fire Authority—a small group of citizens from Arroyo
Grande, Grover Beach, and Oceano—is a nonprofit organization that raises funds for equipment and training to support and promote fire services
for Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach, and Oceano. Friends of Five Cities Fire
Authority is an all-volunteer organization, and 100% of their funding and
grant acquisitions benefit the fire authority and firefighters.

Mishoulam Insurance Services
mishoulaminsurance.com
Lisa Mishoulam has been in the insurance industry for 30 years.
After working for different companies, agents, and brokerages
from Los Angeles to the Central Coast, she decided it was time
to provide "no nonsense" insurance services without being captive to a big insurance company. Based in Nipomo, Lisa provides
service you can count on and policies you can trust.

Coastal Copy Inc.
coastalcopy.com
Coastal Copy is a comprehensive resource for all copier,
printer, fax, scanner, and specialized print requirements in
San Luis Obispo County and Santa Maria.
They provide up-to-date printing and copying devices and
supplies, maintain your devices, and create cost-reducing
solutions for your business.

Recent Ribbon Cuttings
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3 Fat Guys Diner
359 West Grand Ave
Grover Beach
3fatguysdiner.com
3 Fat Guys Diner is open
seven days a week from
8 am to 9 pm. Enjoy breakfast, lunch, or dinner with
oysters, seafood, burgers,
salads, sandwiches, soups,
desserts, and more.
Catering and banquets
are also available.
View their menu online to find
out all of their offerings.

DarWish Mediterranean
& Persian Cuisine
967 West Grand Ave, Grover Beach
Stop by DarWish to try something new
and say hello to Jamal. His hot Sadaf
tea is the perfect drink to warm you up
on a cool, wintery day.

Dr. John R. Prewett OD/Vision Center
943 West Grand Ave, Grover Beach
prewettvisioncare.com
Dr. Prewett has been serving the Central Coast for more than 25 years in Grover
Beach and Santa Maria. He provides the comprehensive vision care that you
need and accepts major insurances including CenCal and Medicare.

Hawthorne Union
hawthorneunion.com
Hawthorne Union offers coaching, consulting, and
training services that provide ideas and solutions
for professional development and success. They
are dedicated to supporting individuals and businesses in their innovation, growth, and development. Please contact them for a free consultation.

Robin O’Hara, Keller Williams Realty Central Coast
robinoharahomes.com
Robin has been on the Central Coast for
over 30 years and welcomes your referrals.
Her local knowledge helps clients achieve their goals.
Robin's specialties are relocation, residential,
and investment properties.

Life and Wellness
Coaching for
Women and Men
who want to
improve their
quality of life
and well-being!
Whether you are in early recovery, battle with food addiction or impulse control, have low self-esteem, are
isolated due to anxiety or depression, struggle with behavioral issues, are lacking life skills, find it difficult to
find motivation, are leading a sedentary (non-active) life, need to develop boundaries, are faced with barriers
in a relationship, or just feel stuck, together we can begin the journey toward your empowered and improved
quality of life consisting of mental, emotional, and physical wellness. Call or visit our website to request a free
consultation so you can discover how to get past your barriers and onto the path you desire. As a Nationally
Certified Coaching Practice – All of our services (with the exception of intervention services) are available Nationwide via secure video communication and telecommunication avenues. So, whether you live locally or
not, you can benefit from our amazing programs and having a professional coach within your reach.

Visit us at www.turningleavesrecovery.com • 805.710.2513 / 805.550.5909
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Chamber Board of Directors, Staff, & Ambassadors
Stacy Korsgaden
Farmers Insurance
Chairperson of the Board

Scott Astrosky
Astro Finance and Insurance
Services

Marty Imes, Executive Director

Sean Schuur
Sure Mortgage Solutions
Immediate Past Chairperson

Patrick Raymond
Raymond & Associates

Cyndi Silva, Bookkeeper

Rudy Stowell
Pure Bliss Spa

Jim Walker
Pacific Premier Bank
Interim Vice Chairperson

Lynne Schlenker
The Great American Melodrama

Erika Bylund
Point Sur Wealth Management
Secretary

Chamber Staff:
Jocelyn Brennan
President I CEO
jocelyn@southcountychambers.com

Eric Daniels
PG&E
Treasurer

Ligia Zavala
Office Manager/
South County Regional Center

Wendell Cottle, Retired
Laetitia Vineyard & Winery

ligia@southcountychambers.com

Dianne Brady
Director of Membership, Nipomo

Nicole Moore
SeaCrest OceanFront Resort

dianne@southcountychambers.com

Jeff Chambers
Tommy Hilfiger

Audrey Powell
Membership, Five Cities area
audrey@southcountychambers.com

Michael Specchierla
San Luis Obispo COE
Tony Goetz
The Casitas of Arroyo Grande

Holly Leighton
Marketing & Tourism
holly@southcountychambers.com

South County Leadership Academy
marty@southcountychambers.com

Chamber Ambassadors:
Jeff Chambers
Tommy Hilfiger
Chairperson
Linda Vleit
Linda Vleit Insurance Services
Vice Chairperson

Linda Aiello Madison
AaronPage Associates
Louis Camassa
South County Presenters
Vince Perrine
Eternity Telecommunications
Michael Leon
Burke & Pace
Shannon Bowdey
Keller Williams Realty CC

Sue MacCagno
Mission Animal Hospital

Shari Barnhart
Rabobank– Arroyo Grande

Lettie Fuller
Rabobank– Grover Beach

Lance Gonzales
Sports Dugout Arroyo Grande

Mary Schultz
Family Home Care

LuAnne Quigley
Hurdle Hearing & Audiology

Mary Ishikawa
Allstate Suncoast Insurance
Services

Kai Lynch
Guild Mortgage Company

Kris Sinay
Clark Center for the
Performing Arts
Rob Railsback
State Farm Insurance

Brenda Weaver
PB & Associates Real Estate
Nathan Rice
Pacific Western Bank
Arlene Gee
Gee Consulting

Thank you to our Chairman’s Circle Sponsors!
Founding Level Sponsors

Platinum Level Sponsors

Diamond Level Sponsors

Gold Level Sponsors

South County Chambers
of Commerce
800A West Branch Street
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
Phone: (805) 489-1488
Fax: (805) 489-2239
Email: office@southcountychambers.com
www.southcountychambers.com
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