SOUTH COUNTY CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Creating partnerships and opportunities
that ensure South County businesses prosper

Sponsor a Fellow Chamber Member
businesses that have experienced economic loss and contribute to local economic development recovery efforts
while helping the Chamber
continue to operate at full capacity during this critical time.
Jocelyn Brennan
President l CEO

Sponsor a Chamber
membership for a business or nonprofit that has
been affected by COVID19. The cost is $200 for a
full year.

•

South County Chambers of Commerce

There is lots of work to do
and we need your help. Many
local businesses and nonprofits who are struggling through
COVID-19 are unable to pay
their annual Chamber membership dues.
We need your financial
support so we can continue
our important work in the community: helping and advocating for local businesses and
nonprofits. Our Chamber has
been busier than ever.
If your business is in the
fortunate position to be less
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, please consider one of
the following options below. You can help support the

Join the Chamber if you are
not a current member.
• Renew your annual Chamber membership.
• Upgrade your Chamber
membership to a Chairman's Circle level.
***
We are here to help you through
this difficult time. Please don’t
hesitate to call us at (805) 4891488 or send an e-mail to
•

Jocelyn@southcountychambers.com.

We appreciate your ongoing
support.

Governmental Affairs Committee Update
The March 27th
Chamber Governmental Affairs Committee's guest
speaker was Assemblymember
Jordan Cunningham
who shared an update on the governmental response to
COVID-19 from the
federal and state
government levels
with local actions
for implementation
in San Luis Obispo
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UPCOMING
CHAMBER EVENTS
(CONNECT VIA ZOOM):
Tuesday, May 5:
Pismo Beach Steering
Committee Meeting
11 am to 12 noon
Thursday, May 7:
Nipomo Steering
Committee Meeting
8:30-9:30 am
Thursday, May 14:
SCCC Chamber
Ambassador Meeting
8-9 am
Friday, May 15:
Grover Beach Steering
Committee Meeting
12 noon to 1 pm
Tuesday, May 19:
Membership Coffee
9-10 am

County. This included negative impacts
from the "Stay-InHome" order and
also some positive
emergency regulatory changes on
businesses. Ques-

tions were asked by
attendees on further expectations.
A recording of the
meeting is available. Please contact
us for further details.

Thursday, May 21:
Arroyo Grande Steering
Committee Meeting
8-9:30 am
Friday, May 29:
Governmental Affairs
Committee Meeting
7:30-9 am

May SCCC Business of the Month: San Luis Obispo County YMCA
The San Luis Obispo County YMCA
launched an emergency chlldcare program in SLO for essential workers. The
Y is subsidizing the program through
contributions and is being launched in
partnership with local partners. Their
CAMP C.A.R.E. (Childcare Assistance in
Response to Emergency) is a day camp
that started April 27 at CL Smith Elemntary School in San Luis Obispo. The
camp supports children in grades K-6.
This program is in partnership with SLOCOE, CAPSLO, and Cuesta College Early

Childhood Education Program. The
camp includes: a Full Day and Half Day
options five days a week (M-F, 7am6pm; School Age (K-6th grade) program
will be operated by the staff of the SLO
County YMCA; Academic Support and
Enrichment provided by experienced
staff; Strict health procedures and
guidelines in place; $25 for Full Day,
$15 for Half Day; Lunch will be provided
by Lucia Mar Unified School District;
Financial Assistance is available; Preschool program may become available.

For more information, please
visit sloymca.org/
campcare. The
mission of the
SLO County YMCA
is to develop the
total person, spirit, mind, and body,
through values-based programs that
build strong kids, strong families, and
strong communities.
Visit their website at sloymca.org for
more information about their programs.
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Update from Supervisor Lynn Compton, District 4:
Oceano, Nipomo, and Arroyo Grande
I will start with "START.” On Friday, May
1, we released the plan to move forward,
when we are able, and start to re-open our
community. It is called the "START" Guide.
Acronym stands for: Steps To Adapt and
Reopen Together.
It is now available for public review and
is a "living" document that will evolve. It
lists proposed steps to opening our county
back up in a phased manner. Note, we
may see an increase in cases as we move
forward and will look at the significance as
we progress.
This guide looks at what to do to protect
public health. Note that not everything or
every business will open at the same time,
and we will look at a number of factors in
moving forward. This guide addresses
what the county will do to protect all of our
health, as we move forward.
Governor Newsom must still transfer
authority back to the county and we will
then ease restrictions slowly, before we
are fully "released." We are prepared and
ready to open SLO County back up, safely,
once the Governor releases his superseding Shelter at Home Order. We've built the
tools, bent the curve, built hospital capacity, increased the tools to test and trace
this disease, and made PPE (personal
protective equipment) available to manage
the spread. It is a draft guide of how we,
our government, the business, churches
and religious entities, schools, individuals,
public health care leaders, etc. will open
together.
What’s in the plan? It is a matrix and
description of phases. We are now in PrePhase 1, under the Governor's Shelter at
Home Order still, and still operating under
our SLO County order. As soon as the Governor lifts his Shelter at Home order, we
will implement this START guide.
There is a minimum period of 30 days
between the three phases. Further loosening occurs in Phase 2, and Phase 3 will
then be the new "normal."
To move between phases, there must
be an improvement in the epidemiological
criteria. Each phase has requirements. All
phases include hygiene practices, information to stay home if you are sick, information on how to protect vulnerable populations, best practices (such as distancing,
sanitation, not allowing symptomatic people to return to work), etc. The criteria may
change as our situation involves.
What won't you find in the START guide?

You won't find answers to every question.
While it is fairly comprehensive, it is only a
draft. There are no dates. We are still working on childcare issues with County Dept.
of Education (what benchmarks are needed for school re-openings?). There are not
details about Cal Poly [22K students] or
the tourism industry. We want to provide
an appropriate message to potential tourists and visitors. We will continue to monitory occupancy rates, and look at the safest way forward for Cal Poly, etc.
We want feedback. It will be updated
with feedback which can be given on forms
available at readyslo.org. For question
about the START guide, call (805) 5432444 8-5 pm and 8-4 on weekends.
This entire process involved significant
community engagement. Our County
Health Officer put together an independent
panel of experts, and all decisions are
rooted in data and health indicators. We
had epidemiologists, pathologists, infectious disease specialists, county epidemiologists, and an employment law attorney.
We also gathered stakeholder input
from 250 community leaders. Our guide
has the same science in the Governor's six
required parameters to re-opening. We
assessed our readiness based on the Governor's criteria.
Why do we have it? Why not wait for the
state you might ask? We are focused on
the health and safety of residents, and we
sent a copy to the Governor, and know it
meets the health and safety objectives for
the state in thoughtful way. Ultimately, we
are under Governor Orders, and have to be
consistent with state direction.
The START plan is available to view
or download at: readyslo.org.
It also provides best practices guidelines for each industry and allows them to
think about how they will comply with best
practices. There are three components 1)
epidemiological data 2) healthcare information and 3) public health issues. Each
has 4-6 components to look at in order to
move forward with each phase.
In the epidemiological category, for
example, we have "no significant" increase
for 14 days. (numerics and metrics are
built in). In the Health Care sector, for example, we want the ability to connect with
our cases...100% of positive individuals
(contact tracing system). Also, there is a
list of criteria for moving backward if need
be.

There are types of businesses in each
category. We know and understand the
pain that families, businesses and organizations are feeling with the current situation that we've been in for 6 weeks. With
that, we have laid out the circumstances
for which most businesses can move forward in the 2nd phase. For example, in
Phase 1, retail stores can reopen with
strict physical distancing. Movie theaters,
museums, restaurants in Phase 1, including looking at with social distancing, patrons, appointments, certain numbers of
patrons, face coverings, etc. Phase 2 looks
to schools and summer camps if the timing is right. The soonest Phase 2 can begin
is 30 days after we enter Phase I.
Also in Phase 2, address businesses
that have more direct body contact, for
example, massage businesses, spa facilities, gatherings of people (up to 50), etc.
Phase 1 only allows gatherings of up to 10
people. In every step, recommendations
on how to proceed, or how to take a step
backward.
***
The recovery rate of COVID-19 is down a
little because CDC considers "recovered"
now to be a 10-day time period (before it
was 7 day). So, we have adjusted our definition, and use 10 days as a marker for
recovery now...so we will see a slower progression of cases landing in this category.
Most of our patients recover, do well,
and are at home. Most don't hit 2nd wave
that comes with disease at 7-8 days out
from the start period.
Testing enhancements are coming - We
are now able to fully announce that starting this week we will offer stand up testing clinics in conjunction with a state contract partner, OptimServe at 2 locations MF. One location is in Paso Robles at the
Veterans Hall, and the other is in South
County at the Ramona Gardens Community center in Grover Beach. Testing will occur ONLY by appointment. Sign up
at readyslo.org for your five-minute appointment. They are capable of performing
up to 132 at each location/day. If you are
unable to register on-line, you can call
888-634-1123.
One thing I've been wanting to mention...one of the few good things that has
come out of this entire situation (besides
people helping others, etc.) is an update

Continued on next page (far right):
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Arroyo Grande News
Dear Chamber Members: It goes without
saying it's a challenging time for everyone right
now, and perhaps most challenging for all of
you in the business community. I wish I had
more comfort for you as you all struggle for
your economic lives. I'm sure you have heard by
now that all seven SLO County mayors joined
Assemblyman Jordan Cunningham in a letter to
the Governor asking for local control over our
reopening. For now we are still under the Governor's order, but SLO County has just released
the first draft of our reopening plan. You can
find it on readyslo.org. I hope that our Covid-19
positive numbers hold steady as they have, and
we can move cautiously forward ASAP.

I am hearing news that the PPP and EIDL
funding streams are starting to loosen up, and
we are talking about getting ready for a Phase
1 reopening as soon as it is safe to do so. This
brings me hope that we will be looking at
brighter days soon. It is my sincerest wish that
my next writing to you will be under more fortunate circumstances. Until then, and as always, I
am at your service. Know that the city staff, City
Council, and I are your partners and we will do
everything we can to help you. Please don't
hesitate to call me at 805-234-1270, or e-mail
crayrussom@arroyogrande.org .
Caren Ray Russom
Mayor, City of Arroyo Grande

Grover Beach News
People and businesses are living in a world
of new and different acronyms: the SBA, PPP,
EIDL with guidance and recommendations by
the WHO, the CDC, the Emergency Services
Director and the Public Health Officer. Why are
all these people talking and when can we make
it stop so life can go back to normal!?!
But what would it mean…normal? I don’t
expect things to ever be the same as our preCOVID lives and those words look weird in print.
Is this the new normal – questioning what will
be the next move? Will it be one step forward
and two steps back or two steps forward and
one step back? What will the next step look
like? What part will each of us play in taking
those steps? So many questions with so few
answers.
As others have said before and surely will

say again…the answer is up to each of us and
all of us. Grover Beach developed a yard sign
with “We Got This!” and #GBtogether in the
hope that a number of unbalanced forces will
come together, such as:
• We stay apart so that we can be together
• Stay healthy as a person, a business, an
essential worker, the Chamber, each city
and community within the Five Cities
• Understand that “my mask protects you
and your mask protects me”
• Local businesses will jump start the economy and lead it to greater heights under
this new “normal”
So, until we meet again, let’s continue to
ask questions and look for answers…together.
Jeff Lee
Mayor, City of Grover Beach

Pismo Beach News
We are pleased that the Governor did not
close our beaches since they provide a beautiful setting to get outside and get some sunshine and exercise. Our County is closely monitored by the County Health Officer and she encourages people to get outside as long as they
maintain social distance from others.
The big news is that the County Plan to reopen our community was released on Friday,
May 1st. Numerous stakeholders have been
helping to put this plan together and when the
Governor gives the go ahead, we will be ready. I
am proud of our efforts. Our businesses have
been severely impacted by COVID-19 we look
forward to gradually open up when given the go
ahead.

We are working with our downtown restaurants to help ensure that that they can serve
customers safely by maintaining distance requirements and this will be an ongoing concern. We are placing signage downtown to
remind everyone to keep their distance.
Our Pier Plaza is coming along and will be substantially complete by mid-May. This will provide more space for our residents and visitors.
Our city has taken a financial hit and we are
lobbying for some relief from the State and
Federal Governments so we can continue to
provide services.
Be Safe!
Ed Waage
Mayor, City of Pismo Beach

Welcome New Member:

Ayer Tax and Accounting
Thank You Renewing Members
Mechanics Bank
Founding Level Chairman’s Circle
Solarponics Energy
Management Systems
SoCalGas- The Gas Company
San Luis Obispo County YMCA
San Luis Obispo County Office
of Education
Best Western Casa Grande Inn
ACE Certified Tree Care
Allstate Suncoast Insurance Services
California-West Inc
Old Juan's Cantina
Pacific Premier Bank
Blankenburg Properties
SLO County Farm Bureau
SLO County Sheriff's Department
Wathen Castanos Homes
California Fresh Market
Nan's Pre-Owned Books
Arroyo Grande Veterinary Hospital Inc
Santa Lucia Republican Women's
Federated #14102169
Arnie's ATV Inc
Garing, Taylor & Associates Inc
Maguire Investments Inc
Gary Gracia Real Estate
Creekside Pet Boarding
AdVerb Marketing Group

Continued from page 2:
on the animal shelter situation.
Currently there are only 3 dogs
and NO cats at the shelter!!! I
want to repeat that....NO CATS!!!
All getting lots of love now!
Yeah!!!!!
That makes me so unbelievably happy...I cannot tell you!
These animals all got loving
homes during this crisis! Thank
you everyone who adopted!!!
Please visit readyslo.org and
view the guide...please submit
questions/comments...we want to
hear from you. As always, please
feel free to call my office at (805)
781-4337 or email us at
district4@co.slo.ca.us.
Respectfully,
Lynn Compton
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor

District 4
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COVID-19 has caused a lot of disruptions
in the world at large and in our community. As many organizations pivot and flex to
meet the new and ever changing environment we live, Leadership South County is
doing the same. Moving session to an
online platform via Zoom, Class Two met to
celebrate good things, reach out for help
and to identify opportunities for growth
personally and as a group. The online session also included an interview with Aaron
Bergh, owner of Calwise Spirit Company,
where he discussed how he came up with
the idea to convert a large portion of his
distilling operation to making hand sanitizer
and prioritizing getting it to those who need
it. It was an awesome experience for the
group. Find out more about CalWise Spirits
here: calwisespirits.com/visit.
In addition the group just finished an
effort to raise money to #FeedTheNightShift
at Arroyo Grande Community Hospital. Through a grassroots effort the group
was able to raise over $1,700 which provided 75 meals, provided by Old Village Grill,
delivered to the night shift. After the suc-

Two Leadership South County initiatives
included #FeedTheNightShift and
#GroceryCoffeeBreaks
cess of that effort, the group is now working
on South SLO County Grocery Coffee Breaks
initiative. More info at gofundme.com.
Search “South SLO County Grocery Coffee
Breaks.”

If you have any questions about the
Chamber’s Leadership South County program, please contact Marty Imes, Leadership South County Executive Director,
at marty@southcountychambers.com.

Show your support
every Saturday for
#SmallBusinessSaturday
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Chamber Board of Directors, Staff, & Ambassadors
Board of Directors:
Tony Goetz
The Casitas of Arroyo Grande
Chairperson
Erika Bylund, Point Sur Advisors
Vice Chairperson
Jeff Chambers, Tommy Hilfiger
Treasurer

Frank Schiro
Mason Bar and Kitchen
Rooster Creek Tavern
Ty Ortiz
Central Coast Party Factory
Chamber Staff:
Jocelyn Brennan
President I CEO
jocelyn@southcountychambers.com

Nicole Moore
SeaCrest Oceanfront Resort
Secretary
Eric Daniels, PG&E
Ken Dalebout
Dignity Health/AG Hospital

Ligia Zavala
Chief Operations Officer
ligia@southcountychambers.com
Holly Leighton
Marketing & Tourism
holly@southcountychambers.com

Mary Gardner
SLO Regional Transit Authority

Marty Imes, Executive Director
of Leadership South County
marty@southcountychambers.com

Shari Barnhart
Mechanics Bank, Arroyo Grande

Michelle Lea, Bookkeeper

Lynne Schlenker
The Great American Melodrama
Michael Specchierla
SLO County Office of Education
Jill Quint
Quintessa Coffee Roasters
Rudy Stowell, Pure Bliss Spa
Jake Barnick, Kautz Chevron

Chamber Ambassadors:
Linda Vleit
Linda Vleit Insurance Services
Chairperson
Kai Lynch
Guild Mortgage Company
Vice Chairperson
Lettie Fuller
Mechanics Bank
Grover Beach

Sue MacCagno
Associate member

Cosimo Allegretta
FoodJets SLO County

Mary Schultz, Family Home Care

Cheryl Wakefield
Doc Burnstein’s Ice Cream

Mary Ishikawa
Allstate Suncoast
Insurance Services
Kris Sinay
Clark Center for the
Performing Arts
Rob Railsback
State Farm Insurance

Anita Shower
Miss Etiquette/Eco Club 5 Cities
Michael Leon
Burke & Pace Lumber
Carey Oberly
doTERRA Essential Oils

Louis Camassa, Empath

Judy Trecartin
Worldpay Merchant Services

Vince Perrine
Eternity Telecommunications

Sunni Mullinax
Urbn Leaf

Shannon Bowdey
Keller Williams Realty CC

Kim Banks
BBSI

LuAnne Quigley
Hurdle Hearing & Audiology

Samantha Coelho
C&H Storage
Balanced Beauty Boutique

Arlene Gee, Gee Consulting
Renee Poirier
Achievement House Inc
Olivia Domingues
Pampered Chef
Kimberley Victor
Mary Kay Cosmetics
Fashions for a Purpose

Michelle Hogue
Coastal Copy, Inc.
Kassi Dee
Nan’s Pre-owned Books
Kassi’s Book Hive
Anthony Salas
Epic Entertainment
Gary Stone

Thank you to our Chairman’s Circle Sponsors!
Founding Level Sponsors

Platinum Level Sponsors

Mackey & Mackey Insurance

Diamond Level Sponsors

Gold Level Sponsors

PO Box 672
Arroyo Grande, CA 93421
800A West Branch Street
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
239 W. Tefft Street
Nipomo, CA 93444
Phone: (805) 489-1488
Fax: (805) 489-2239
Email: office@southcountychambers.com
www.southcountychambers.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

