SOUTH COUNTY CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Creating partnerships and opportunities
that ensure South County businesses prosper

Congratulations to Grover Beach Microgrant Recipients

Jocelyn Brennan
President l CEO
South County Chambers of Commerce

Beginning the first week of
July, 20 Grover Beach businesses will receive up to $10,000 in
one-time financial assistance to
help them combat the economic
setbacks brought about by
COVID-19, made possible by the
City of Grover Beach’s microgrant program and in partnership with the South County
Chambers of Commerce
(Chamber). This microgrant program is meant to help alleviate
the impacts of COVID-19 by
providing funds that can be put
toward paying salaries, commercial rent, buying personal protective gear and any other modifications required to make the business compliant with COVID-19
guidelines.
“These microgrants will help

Grover Beach businesses that
were impacted by COVID-19 to
re-open and generate economic
activity once again,” said Jeff
Lee, Grover Beach Mayor. “We
will continue to work with the
Chamber on these types of assistance programs to ensure that
resources are available to our
resilient and diverse business
community.”
Since public health and safety is a top priority, each microgrant recipient was required
to submit the County’s completed self-certification form to verify
safe reopening consistent with
public health guidelines. The
following local businesses will be
receiving business assistance
microgrants from the City of
Grover Beach:
• 8575 Perfetto Caffe
• Bunn Thai Bistro
• Central Coast Beauties
• Coastal Business Distribution
• Coles Linen and Laundry
• Epic Entertainment
• First Class Seconds
• Fuego
• Grand Inspirations Home
• Heaven Tea Leaf and Foot Spa
• Hey Gorgeous Formal Wear
• Let's Knit

• Nails By Jennifer
• Nan's Pre-Owned Books
• Pacific Flips
• Protective Law Corporation
• Sloco Data, Inc
• Studio 805 Salon
• Voler Inc
• WhiteCrest Smart Dentistry
The business assistance microgrant program is being funded
by $100,000 in SB 1090 funds,
which is a ratepayer fund approved
by the legislature and the California
Public Utility Commission to mitigate the local negative economic
impacts of the decommissioning of
the Diablo Canyon Power Plant.
Additionally, when the City Council
adopted the Grover Beach Fiscal
Year 2020-2021 Budget, an additional $50,000 in one-time General
Fund funding was added to also
help support this initiative.
The COVID-19 pandemic has
hit small businesses particularly
hard, which is why we were thrilled
to partner with the City of Grover
Beach to help make these grants
available for local businesses.
Many of these businesses have
already expressed gratitude for the
program and are looking forward to
being able to continue serving the
Grover Beach community.
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UPCOMING
CHAMBER EVENTS
(CONNECT VIA ZOOM):
Thursday, July 2
Nipomo Steering
Committee Meeting
8:30-9:30 am
Tuesday, July 7
Pismo Beach Steering
Committee Meeting
11 am to 12 noon
Thursday, July 9:
SCCC Chamber
Ambassador Meeting
8-9 am
Thursday, July 16:
Arroyo Grande Steering
Committee Meeting
8:30-9:30 am
Friday, July 17:
Grover Beach Steering
Committee Meeting
12 noon to 1 pm
Tuesday, July 28:
Membership Coffee
9-10 am
Friday, July 31:
Governmental Affairs
Committee Meeting
8-9:15 am

July SCCC Business of the Month: Rutiz Family Farms in Arroyo Grande
Rutiz Family Farms has been growing
quality, pesticide-free, organically fertilized
vegetables, berries, culinary herbs, and cut
flowers since 1981. Their farm offers pesticide-free, sustainable agriculture. At Rutiz
Family Farms, it isn’t just about growing
fruits and vegetables—it's about redefining
a relationship between a community and
the farmer. Their goal is simple: To bring
fresh, nutritious, and safe food at a reasonable price and good value to their customers and their families.
The farm stand, located adjacent to the

farm’s 30 acres of beautiful land just outside of Arroyo Grande, (located at 1075 The
Pike), allows for direct sales of their farm
products, harvested at their peak of ripeness and flavor.
Organic fertilizers, no pesticide use, and
extensive green manure cropping enables
them to grow healthy plants while building
soil fertility. In order to offer a constant
array of seasonal items, the farm grows
more than 50 varieties of hand-harvested
crops ranging from sweet corn and tomatoes in the summer, to cool weather items
like potatoes and lettuce in the winter.
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Update from Supervisor Lynn Compton, District 4:
Oceano, Nipomo, and Arroyo Grande
Update from Supervisor Compton on
COVID-19 (as of June 24, 2020):
1. From Governor Newsom's office - The
Governor announced today that Counties
could face financial penalties in the form
of state funding (withholding it) on a
monthly basis if they don't work to correct
any rising case loads to take you above the
self attestation levels.
2. There are between 11-15 California
counties that have been on state's
"monitor" list (we are not on it). That
means the counties are not meeting the
State's expectations regarding hospitalizations, testing capacity, numbers, etc. Most
on the State "monitoring" list find themselves on that list because of the number
of hospitalizations.
3. Our hospital count is 9 patients, as of
today. Two of those are in the ICU (it is the
same long term individuals). We continue
to do well in terms of the "severity" of the
disease. Our daily case count averages
close to 15 daily now. We went up 20 from
yesterday's count. This seems to be the
new "normal" over the last 10 days
(averaging 15-20). We still want to protect
our most vulnerable population (elderly,
immune compromised, etc.).
In other locations around the state there
are high spikes in case numbers, but not
here in our county. There is concern state
wide. We continue to live in the middle of
surrounding counties that are much worse,
their hospitals are at or beyond capacity
(Santa Maria). Why do we continue to do
better than our neighbors? We are not
sure. We are not seeing the hospital or ICU
consequences that other counties are

seeing. Our contact tracing is better than
many of the other jurisdictions (100%
seems to be the reason we are doing better so we can isolate/quarantine those
individuals). Our most important metric to
watch is hospitalizations.
4. We continue to still stress no gatherings
in large numbers and encourage physical
distancing, face masks, washing, etc.
5. The Mask issue - Governor Newsom
(last Thursday) issued a State Order requiring face coverings. It was issued in the
form of a "guidance." On the document it
states "guidance" but if you go to the State
Health Officer's Order, it ties all guidances
issued by the State to an Executive Order...so thus it becomes a "mandate."
There has been significant confusion over
this. Thus, a lack of compliance makes it
subject to law enforcement and a misdemeanor violation.
Most people are doing right thing, they are
complying, and if we want to continue to
change the social norm, around the use of
face coverings, don't need 100% compliance, because there are people that just
can't use masks (children, elderly, medical
conditions, etc).
The most important time to wear one is in
setting where large number of people are
in close quarters together, and can't physically separate for long periods of time, due
to the nature of this virus.
We are seeing more than 1/2 of our new
cases are through a household contact.
We don't have lots of cases from workrelated situations.
Please...please...please...don't harass people if you don't understand their circumstances regarding masks. We are getting a

lot of questions about enforcement. The
County and the incorporated cities are not
going to go out "looking for people" to cite,
rather they will probably be looking at businesses that flagrantly ignoring the Governor's order.
Honestly...we get many calls from individuals who are informing us of other individuals walking outside (walking dog, etc.) and
not wearing masks. Please...this is not
what the ordinance was for, nor what our
enforcement phone line was for...
6. Contact Tracing - This is becoming more
of a challenge as we get more cases. We
do have several people to performing this,
but we are ramping up resources here at
the County with additional cases and individuals to do the tracing. We have added
to our logistics unit new resources, in order
to manage the program and recruit others
to assist with the tracing.
7. Santa Barbara County is seeing a pretty
big spike in both case numbers and the
number of hospitalizations.
8. Our County has been creeping up in the
"community" transmissions (35% up to
over 40%) mode. We are still running at
about 50% of our cases coming from
known sources, person to person spread
(families, etc.).
That's all for now. As always, please contact my office with any questions or comments at: district4@co.slo.ca.us. Or call us
at: (805) 781-4337.
Respectfully,
Lynn Compton
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor
District 4
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Arroyo Grande News
I know you are all well aware of the continued issues with COVID-19, and the orders that
continue to change at the state level. I am sure
I speak for all of us when I say how frustrated
we all are. I am grateful our numbers continue
to be so low. I have continued concerns about
the uncertainty that constantly changing state
orders bring to the plate of our business community. One thing is for sure, I hope the latest
orders allow us to keep our numbers low and
keep moving forward toward phase 3.
The city is tied to your success. A huge part
of our revenue comes from sales tax. So if
there are no sales in your stores, there is no tax
for us to pave your streets, maintain your infrastructure, or do other services that you have
come to expect. So believe me when I say we
are here to support you.
We have heard loud and clear about how
social distancing is affecting our restaurants.
The city Council last week voted unanimously
to close short Street to help with outdoor seating. We also authorized community development to work with other restaurants on outdoor
seating, and we are waving permit fees for both
encroachment and minor use permits for this
use. It is our pleasure to do our part to get

them back on their feet. Contact me if you
need help getting this started.
But there are far more businesses in Arroyo
Grande that are not restaurants. How can we
help you? What specifically can the City of Arroyo grande do to help your business weather
this storm? Please don’t wait until your point of
frustration before you reach out and call me. I
am here to help. I will do everything I can to get
government out of your way so that you can get
back to normal as soon as possible. I can’t do
anything about the state of California, but I can
help you locally here, and I am committed to
doing that.
Finally I want to wish Chief and Beau Pryor a
warm sendoff as he retires. He has been the
utmost professional, and has led our department to be the best around. He did significant
succession planning to put us in the position of
being able to roll forward without him as he
gets some well-deserved time with his family. I
am confident the department will pick up the
ball and keep running forward. Thank you,
Chief Pryor, for everything you have done.
Caren Ray Russom
Mayor, City of Arroyo Grande

Grover Beach News
Welcome to July! Grover Beach has recently
completed its budget process and we are
proud to have a balanced budget that maintains city services during these uncertain times.
During this annual process, the City reaches
out and listens to the community and businesses regarding priorities and work programs for
the upcoming fiscal year which starts July 1st.
For Fiscal Year 2020-21 our Major City goals
are Economic Development, Housing and
Homelessness, Public Safety and Street & Other Capital Improvements.
We have already started work on these efforts by partnering with the Chamber on the
“Grover Beach Business Microgrant Pilot Program”. The City awarded $150,000 in econom-

ic grants (up to $10,000) to 20 local businesses.
We are proud to be able to assist our local
businesses with funding needs like rent, supplies and bringing back employees as they
being (or continue) the re-opening process. As
the name implies, this was the first year the
City has offered this program. We are hopeful
that it can continue in future years and to benefit our local businesses and encourage people
to visit your shops and stores in the short-term
and the long-term. Stay safe, healthy and prosperous.
Jeff Lee
Mayor, City of Grover Beach

Pismo Beach News

View of Pier Plaza from Inn at the Pier

Shell Beach Streetscape Multi-Use Path

Welcome New Members:
Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Nipomo
Shell Beach Capital
9Round Kickboxing
Loker Law
Pismo Homes
Essence Beauty Supply & Salon

Thank You
Renewing Members!
Pacific Gas & Electric — Diamond
Level Chairman’s Circle
Miss Etiquette — Gold Level
Chairman’s Circle
Branch Street Deli
Hilton Garden Inn Pismo Beach
Farrell Smyth Inc
Splash Café
Pure Bliss Spa
Five Cities Women's Network Group
Verdin
Sunset North Car Wash
& Detail Centers
Coast Networx Inc
The Green Room
Sunrise Terrace Mobilehome Park
Association
Captive Hearts
Cal Poly Small Business
Development Center
Taco Bell (Engen Enterprises, Inc.)
Keller Williams — Keenan-Carter
Group
The Grand Bouquet Florist Inc
Miner's ACE Hardware in Grover
Beach
Little Jocko's
Last Chance Liquor
ABear Property Inspections
Peterson Team Realty
Friends of the Arroyo Grande Library
Kestly Apparel
Smith's Alarms & Electronic Inc
Miner's ACE Hardware in Arroyo
Grande
EcoLearn LLC dba Vista Lago
Adventure Park
The Hive
Century 21 Hometown Realty —
Nichols Real Estate Team
Lynn Compton 4th District Supervisor
RISE San Luis Obispo County
Inn at the Cove
1st Capital Bank
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Leadership South County, as like many
other groups and organizations, has been
adapting to the current environment. For the
past few months they have been doing virtual
sessions where the group discussed things
like leading through troubled times, how to
model behavior and support others through
tough times. They hosted guest speakers;
Aaron Bergh for Calwise Spirits who discussed how they changed their business
model to crafting hand sanitizer; Dr. Jill
Sterns, President of Cuesta College, who
gave insight into how educational institutes
are adapting and innovating; Richard Fusillo,
a local photographer who provided perspective on how the art community is responding
to the current environment; and Laurie Hamblin, an educator and artist, came in and led
the group in an art activity.
As a group, in cooperation with all recommended health guidelines and with the Board
of the Chambers of Commerce South County,
Leadership decided to meet in person. The
original theme of the day agriculture. However, given current events in our country Marty
Imes, Director of Leadership South County
and Wes Love, co-founder of Leadership South County’s partner
CultureStoke, felt it was a great time to discuss inclusion and diversity.
The group met and after checking in with one another, they dove
into a learning workshop about inclusion and diversity. In this workshop they discussed what inclusivity is, what diversity is and how
those can and should be foci for not just our organizations, but for
our community. After the workshop the group met at Ruitz Farms to
discuss gather insight from a local farmer and business owner how
they have adapted to the times we live in. Jerry Ruitz shared powerful insights to how business can thrive when they listen to their
customers and are intentional about what they do and the service
they are looking to deliver. Jerry also educated the group on the
importance of diversifying crops, and how different plants work in
harmony to provide a fruitful harvest. This was an apt metaphor for
the discussion about inclusivity and diversity. Which the group continued into the afternoon. The spirit and resiliency of these leaders
in our community was on full display and we cannot wait to see
what the lasting impact this group is going to have on our communi-

ty for years to come.
If you have any questions about the Chamber’s Leadership South
County program please reach out to Marty Imes, Leadership South
County Director at marty@southcountychambers.com
If you have questions about Organizational and Leadership Development please contact our partners CultureStoke
(www.culturestoke.com) at hello@culturestoke.com.
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Governmental Affairs Committee Update
Recap of Meeting on June 26:
The Chamber’s Governmental Affairs
Committee’s June meeting began discussions related to ballot measures issues for
the California General Election. We heard
updates on the current statuses and directions on local revenue ballot measures for
the City of Pismo Beach on a Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) and both the City of
Grover Beach and the City of Arroyo
Grande’s sales tax measures discussions.
California Proposition 15, commonly known
as the “split roll” property tax that would
change the tax assessment formula for
commercial and industrial properties with
certain identified exemptions, was discussed after hearing from the campaign
opposing the measure’s Eric Eisenhammer.
— Clint Weirick, Co-Chair
Governmental Affairs Committee
of South County Chambers of Commerce

Want to participate in our next Governmental Affairs Committee meeting?
Save the date for Friday, July 31, at 8 am. This will be an online Zoom
meeting. The online registration page will open later this month. Please
RSVP at southcountychambers.com to receive the link to login.
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New Chamber Member Highlights

Welcome to the Chamber, Loker Law, APC!
Loker Law is a consumer protection law firm
based in Arroyo Grande. They handle several
types of individual and consumer class actions
with a focus on identity theft claims, inaccurate
credit reporting, and corporate misrepresentations. Their office is located at 1303 East Grand
Avenue, Suite 101, in Arroyo Grande. For more
information, call (805) 994-0177, or visit their
Facebook page here: facebook.com/LokerLaw/

Welcome to the Chamber, Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Nipomo!
They help students gain a new sense of confidence, self
awareness, focus, and upright citizenship within the Nipomo
community. At Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Nipomo, they are passionate
about assisting you on your journey to better Jiu-Jitsu and
Karate. They take a methodical approach to training and
present material with a clear and concise direction. Their
Jiu-Jitsu classes are structured to maximize student retention
of technique and application and will help you grow to be a
well-rounded practitioner. They are proud to provide Nipomo
with top-notch training every day. In addition to staying true to
the art of Gracie Family Style Jiu-Jitsu, they are members in
good standing with the Jiu-Jitsu Global Federation as a
Certified Independent Academy. They are located at 670 S.
Frontage Rd. Unit D, in Nipomo. For more information, visit
them at ccjiujitsuacademy.com, or call (805) 270-5593.

Welcome to the Chamber, Essence Beauty Supply & Salon!
They offer personal and professional hair care products,
supplies, beauty products, hair tools, skincare, makeup,
and a salon. They are located at 847 N. Oak Park Blvd.
in Pismo Beach. For more information, please call
(805) 489-3373, or visit their website online at
https://essence-beauty-supply-salon.business.site/
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New Chamber Member Highlights

Welcome to the Chamber, Pismo Beach Homes!
Their real estate professionals offer over 36 years of experience
servicing both buyers and sellers on California's Central Coast.
Their team started in 1985 by two Central Coast natives. Since
that time, their knowledgeable real estate agents have raised
children here, owned businesses here, and live here on the
Central Coast. Their staff provides unsurpassed real estate service
in Pismo Beach and are dedicated to client satisfaction.
For more information, please visit pismohomes.com.

Welcome to the Chamber, 9Round Fitness!
9Round Fitness is a gym that offers a kickboxing themed fitness
program in Arroyo Grande. Their full-body workout includes a
trainer, can be done on your schedule, and the exercises change
daily. They will help you work toward your weight loss goals and
get stronger mentally and physically. Get stronger with 9Round’s
proven 30-minute fitness circuit. No class times to worry about.
Personal trainer included. Their gym is located at 822 E. Grand
Ave. in Arroyo Grande. For more information,
visit 9round.com/fitness/arroyo-grande-ca-e-grande

Welcome, Shell Beach Capital, to the Chamber!
Shell Beach Capital is a broker/referral service helping
clients find funding for their business and commercial
real estate transactions. They have access to virtually any
type of business loan, from micro loans and lines of credit
to commercial real estate and construction loans.
From $5,000 to $500 million, if it makes sense, they can
fund it through their groups of private investors. For more
information, please visit shellbeachcapital.com.
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Stone Soup Music Festival canceled this summer
The loyal music fans who follow the
annual tradition of attending Stone
Soup Music Festival in downtown
Grover Beach will have to pass this
year. Due to the restrictions on events
and safety concerns with large gatherings, the South County Chambers’
Grover Beach Steering Committee, a
monthly meeting of Grover Beach business owners and City representatives,
recommended the cancellation of
Stone Soup Music Festival this summer. This year’s Stone Soup Music Festival, originally scheduled for August 22
and 23, would have been their 30th
annual event. This celebration draws
thousands of local residents and tourists to the Ramona Garden Park area
of Grover Beach for a two-day festival

of nonstop, live music on two stages in
addition to dozens of vendor booths
showcasing food, art, crafts, and mer-

chandise for sale. The committee is
planning to continue the Stone Soup
Music Festival tradition next summer.
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Thanks for supporting our Chamber fireworks booth!
BUSINESS RECOVERY FUNDRAISER
JUNE 29—JULY 4
CHAMBER FIREWORKS BOOTH
NEAR VONS IN GROVER BEACH
We appreciate those of you who
volunteered at our fireworks booth
and also supported it with purchases
of “safe and sane” fireworks. This
fundraiser will support our efforts in
local business recovery.
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Who would you choose? Nominate a Business of the Month
Local businesses contribute to our economy, provide jobs, and
demonstrate leadership. Many of these local leaders also invest
time and money by giving back to our community. This deserves
recognition and celebration. For this reason, South County Chambers of Commerce recognizes a Business of the Month.
The SCCC Business of the Month Criteria:
1. The business is a current SCCC Member in good standing.
2. They conduct responsible, ethical business in South San Luis
Obispo County; Avila Beach, Pismo Beach, Grover Beach, Oceano,
Arroyo Grande, or Nipomo.
3. They contribute significantly to the local economy and/or the
local workforce.
4. They have demonstrated leadership in the business community.
The business of the month is recognized in the South County
Chambers (SCCC) newsletter, on social media, and at the monthly
luncheon (or webinar). The SCCC Business of the Month are automatic nominees for the SCCC Business of the Year Award. The
SCCC Business of the Year is celebrated at the Annual Dinner and
Recognition Awards. (Businesses are allowed to nominate themselves and SCCC Marketing Committee Members may also nominate businesses.)
***
Please help us by nominating a local company for business of the
month. Visit southcountychambers.com, and click on the Resources tab to nominate a business—it could even be your own.

Valerie Vaz of AMF Media Group is the Marketing Committee
Chair for South County Chambers of Commerce.
Other Marketing Committee members include Mary Sansone of
1st Capital Bank, Heidi Gavlak of American Cancer Society, Erika
Rose Hampe of Oaks at Nipomo, Cheryl Wakefield of Doc Burnsteins, Ryan Rempel at Westvyne, Eric Fahnoe of Dimes Media
Group, and Eric Daniels of PG&E.
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Chamber Board of Directors, Staff, & Ambassadors
Board of Directors:
Tony Goetz
The Casitas of Arroyo Grande
Chairperson
Erika Bylund, Point Sur Advisors
Vice Chairperson
Jeff Chambers, Tommy Hilfiger
Treasurer

Frank Schiro
Mason Bar and Kitchen
Rooster Creek Tavern
Ty Ortiz
Central Coast Party Factory
Chamber Staff:
Jocelyn Brennan
President I CEO
jocelyn@southcountychambers.com

Nicole Moore
SeaCrest Oceanfront Resort
Secretary
Eric Daniels, PG&E
Ken Dalebout
Dignity Health/AG Hospital

Ligia Zavala
Chief Operations Officer
ligia@southcountychambers.com
Holly Leighton
Marketing & Tourism
holly@southcountychambers.com

Mary Gardner
SLO Regional Transit Authority

Marty Imes, Executive Director
of Leadership South County
marty@southcountychambers.com

Shari Barnhart
Mechanics Bank, Arroyo Grande

Michelle Lea, Bookkeeper

Lynne Schlenker
The Great American Melodrama
Michael Specchierla
SLO County Office of Education
Jill Quint
Quintessa Coffee Roasters
Rudy Stowell, Pure Bliss Spa
Jake Barnick, Kautz Chevron

Chamber Ambassadors:
Linda Vleit
Linda Vleit Insurance Services
Chairperson
Kai Lynch
Guild Mortgage Company
Vice Chairperson
Lettie Fuller
Mechanics Bank
Grover Beach

Sue MacCagno
Associate member

Cosimo Allegretta
FoodJets SLO County

Mary Schultz, Family Home Care

Cheryl Wakefield
Doc Burnstein’s Ice Cream

Mary Ishikawa
Allstate Suncoast
Insurance Services
Kris Sinay
Clark Center for the
Performing Arts
Rob Railsback
State Farm Insurance

Anita Shower
Miss Etiquette/Eco Club 5 Cities
Michael Leon
Burke & Pace Lumber
Carey Oberly
doTERRA Essential Oils

Louis Camassa, Empath

Judy Trecartin
Worldpay Merchant Services

Vince Perrine
Eternity Telecommunications

Sunni Mullinax
Urbn Leaf

Shannon Bowdey
Keller Williams Realty CC

Kim Banks
BBSI

LuAnne Quigley
Hurdle Hearing & Audiology

Samantha Coelho
C&H Storage
Balanced Beauty Boutique

Arlene Gee, Gee Consulting
Renee Poirier
Achievement House Inc
Olivia Domingues
Pampered Chef
Kimberley Victor
Mary Kay Cosmetics
Fashions for a Purpose

Michelle Hogue
Coastal Copy, Inc.
Kassi Dee
Nan’s Pre-owned Books
Kassi’s Book Hive
Anthony Salas
Epic Entertainment
Gary Stone

Thank you to our Chairman’s Circle Sponsors!

Mackey & Mackey Insurance

Founding Level Sponsors

Diamond Level Sponsors

Platinum Level Sponsors

Gold Level Sponsors

PO Box 672
Arroyo Grande, CA 93421
800A West Branch Street
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
239 W. Tefft Street
Nipomo, CA 93444
Phone: (805) 489-1488
Fax: (805) 489-2239
Email: office@southcountychambers.com
www.southcountychambers.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

