SOUTH COUNTY CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Creating partnerships and opportunities
that ensure South County businesses prosper

Join a Chamber Committee

Jocelyn Brennan
President l CEO
South County Chambers of Commerce

Volunteer committees are a
great way for Chamber members
to connect with other business
people, find out more about local
issues, and enhance the quality of
life of our community. Members in
good standing are encouraged to
participate.
The Ambassador Committee is
a working committee that aids
staff in the development of effective acquisition and retention
programs designed to educate
local businesses about the programs and services available
through the South County Chambers of Commerce. Ambassadors
concentrate on the retention of
existing and development of new
members through an awareness
program emphasizing personal
contacts by Ambassadors. Ambassadors welcome new Chamber members, serve as hosts at

key Chamber events, and facilitate interaction between members
at Chamber functions.
Governmental Affairs: The
South County Chambers of Commerce recognizes the necessity
of properly balanced legislation
for enhancement and encouragement of the free enterprise system. In conjunction with our stated goals, SCCC supports legislation at all levels of government
which ensures a sound and
healthy local economy. When
necessary, we will vigorously
oppose legislation that threatens
the viability of local business as
part of the private enterprise system. SCCC encourages a proactive approach to local legislation
and supports research, analysis,
education, and wide dissemination of proposed legislation that
affects local business and the
vitality of South SLO County.
The Marketing & Beautification
Committee is charged with selecting the Business of the Month for
the months of February through
December. These businesses are
then eligible for the Business of
the Year award which is presented at the Annual Dinner and
Recognition Awards.
Local Steering Committees
meet at various times and loca-
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tions—usually on a monthly basis.
There are committees for each community in South County.
Purpose: As a regional Chamber,
we recognize the many benefits that
are achieved through combined
resources and a collective voice to
advocate for business. Likewise, we
also recognize the importance of
each community retaining their individual identity. Because each business community has unique needs,
local Steering Committees have
developed to work on projects in
their community.
What to Expect: Steering Committees make recommendations to the
SCCC Board of Directors regarding
events and goals for the businesses
in their community and work together to see them achieved.
Commitment Level: Attend meetings. Steering Committee members
may be asked to help with events or
projects in their community.
To sign up for a committee, visit
southcountychambers.com.
The options for all committees
are Governmental Affairs, Marketing
& Beautification, Ambassador, Annual Dinner Planning, Arroyo
Grande, Arroyo Grande Village,
Avila Beach, Grover Beach, Nipomo, Oceano, and Pismo Beach.

UPCOMING
CHAMBER EVENTS:
March 18
Luncheon:
How to Access Capital
to Grow your Business
March 24
Free Event:
Membership Coffee
March 25
Free Event:
Mixer at Oceano Depot
March 31
Breakfast:
Family-Friendly
Workplace Practices

Did you miss the 2019
harassment prevention
training for supervisors? An online training opportunity is available with a special
discount for Chamber
members. See our
website for details.
Visit
our SCCC website
to view the
South County
Community Events

SCCC Board Member Highlight: Shari Barnhart of Mechanics Bank
Shari Barnhart is new to our Chamber
Board of Directors for 2020.
She currently serves as the Vice President and Branch Manager for Mechanics
Bank in Arroyo Grande.
After being a business owner and entrepreneur for 20 years, and performing
voiceovers for radio and TV, Shari has
worked in banking for the past 12 years
with positions in Operations, Business
Banking, and Management. She is Mom

to her 27-year-old son, Nathanael. Faith
and family are most important to her,
and she enjoys playing piano and singing.
Shari is an avid baseball fan. She
served as a Chamber Ambassador for
two years and sits on the Board of Directors for Leadership South County and
Dove Ministries.
Mechanics Bank is located at 1026
East Grand Ave. in Arroyo Grande.

Welcome New Members

Round Table Pizza
Daisy Delights Cake Studio
Carats to Karat
SLO Gem & Mineral Club
Planet Fitness Arroyo Grande
Dignity Health Arroyo Grande
Specialty Center OB/GYN
S&O Dessert Co.
Idler’s Home

Contexto Landscape
Liftoff Digital
Arroyo Grande Home & Garden
True Value
Central Coast Living

The South County Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership cohort continued
their 2020 journey in February. Meeting at
the awesome SeaCrest Oceanfront Hotel in
Pismo Beach, the group learned the importance of vision and legacy (both personal and professional) and shared ideas
about how they can put them into practice
for themselves, for their organizations, and
our community.
The community theme for the day was
Recreation and Tourism. To support this
learning, we were privileged to have three
fantastic speakers present to the group and
answer their questions:
1. Kristin Stout with Port San Luis discussed the new Harbor Terrace recreational
development.
2. Kevin Pearce with the California State
Parks Oceano Dunes presented on the
past, present, and future of the dunes.
3. Gary Wiley with the San Luis Obispo Air
and Pollution Control District examined the
Oceano Dunes and the impact(s) on local
air quality.
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Update from Supervisor Lynn Compton, District 4:
Oceano, Nipomo, and Arroyo Grande
Happy March! February flew by with the
Board of Supervisors, and we had two jampacked meetings. Here are some of the highlights from those meetings:
• Approved an additional $135,783 from
Parks Public Facility Fees (PFF) and $49,217
from Quimby Area 4 funds to fully fund the
Nipomo Basketball and Pickleball Courts
project. This project will construct two new
basketball courts with lights in the Nipomo
Community Park and resurface/strip the Pickleball Courts. The total cost of the project will
be $561,438. Thank you to Jeff Long
of Nipomo Area Recreation Association
Inc. and Jesse Hill for coming to advocate for
this project during public comment!
• Received a presentation on the Central
Coast Jobs Roadmap and Action Plan from
the Hourglass Project. The presentation covered the challenges, opportunities, and
strengths the County currently faces and
what we can do to strengthen the economy
with the looming closure of Diablo Canyon.
The Hourglass Project is a coalition local busi-

This group is going to change the world!
2020 better be ready, because they’re coming!
If you have any questions about the
Chamber’s Leadership South County program, please reach out to Marty Imes, Leadership South County Executive Director,

ness leaders and stakeholders in a multicounty region who are plotting an action plan
for the post Diablo Canyon atmosphere. They
are focusing on regional strategies and needs
to develop a viable economic plan for housing, infrastructure, education, and jobs. The
final unveiling of the plan will be on March
16th, 2020. Per a grant agreement, the
County has granted the Hourglass project
$300,00 for their work.
• Amended the Traffic Regulations Code establishing yield intersections, stop intersections and through highways, and amended
through highways within Trilogy in Nipomo.
• Granted consent to the formation of an
assessment district by the Nipomo Community Services District (NCSD). The voters of
Blacklake will vote in the future to decide on
if they want to assess themselves for
wastewater systems.
• Proclaimed February 2020 as "National
Meat Month" in San Luis Obispo County.
• Proclaimed February 2020 as “Children’s
Dental Health Month” in San Luis Obispo
County.

at marty@southcountychambers.com.
Wes Love
Co-founder // Culture Cultivator
CultureStoke
Photos provided by Michelle Love
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Arroyo Grande News
Update on the Oak Park sinkhole issue: I
am sure you were all affected in one way or
another by the recent Oak Park Blvd lane closure. We had a very dangerous situation that
required emergency closure. The basic issue is
that a sinkhole developed due to a worn away
underground drainage structure under the sidewalk on the southeast side. Further, excess
sediment had built up and blocked the drainage pipe running under AJ Spurs. The void was
nearly 30-feet deep, and 12-feet wide, with
most of it on the Dechance property. The situation has been stabilized, but a permanent fix is
being designed as we speak.
The design preferred by CalTrans would
cause a 4-6 week closure of Oak Park, and a
45-foot wide trench blocking both directions to
perform repairs. The associated costs would
be astronomical. Staff identified a much more
cost-effective solution that would reroute drain-

age in the 101 right of way that would cause no
traffic disruptions, but they could not get a
timely response from CalTrans. I am proud to
say that I worked quickly with Assemblyman
Cunningham to tap CalTrans leadership and
cut through the red tape. Staff is working with
them now, and hopefully you'll forget all about
this because it goes smoothly without any further closure.
This is a shining example of the value of the
great working relationships we cultivate as your
representatives, and of having a collaborative
and friendly approach to leadership. "We get
far more flies with honey than vinegar!" I am
thankful to Assemblyman Cunningham for his
help in this matter, and for our continued work
together on behalf of our constituents.
Caren Ray Russom
Mayor, City of Arroyo Grande

Grover Beach News
And now the calendar has turned to March.
I would say that the rainy season should be in
full swing but, unfortunately, there has not
been much of a rainy season so far. So that
leads us back to talking about droughts and
water conservation and all those topics that
were so much in the forefront just a couple
years back. Since we live in California, those
topics are never far from our minds and hopefully water conversation has become more of a
way of life for each of us. Thank you for your
efforts to conserve water and make the South
County a water-wise area. Grover Beach has a
number of tips and information on water conservation at our newly updated website: grover.org/221/Water-ConservationPrograms. Just a couple of the City tips include:

•

Turn off the water while brushing your
teeth and/or shaving.

•

Replace your shower head with a water
efficient/low-flow shower head

•
•

Do NOT use the toilet as a waste basket

When washing dishes by hand, do NOT let
the water run while rinsing. If you have two
wash basins, fill one side with wash water and
the other side with rinse water. Use a broom
instead of a hose to clean up driveways, sidewalks, and patios.
Jeff Lee
Mayor, City of Grover Beach

Pismo Beach News
Downtown Pismo Beach has been busy
since the start of January. Normally it is slow
this time of year, but the dry weather brought in
large numbers of residents and tourists. The
lack of snow in the mountains likely contributed
as well.
The Pismo Preserve is extremely busy with
large numbers of hikers experiencing the amazing vistas from the top of the hill. The City will
soon begin a project to install a sidewalk under
the freeway to make it safer to get there.
The dry weather also helped the construction crews make significant progress on our

Pier Plaza and Shell Beach Streetscape projects.
On March 13, we will have a ribbon cutting
for a new Freeway Service Patrol during commute hours on Highway 101 in the South County. A tow truck will be on duty to help keep traffic moving if there is a stall or accident. I advocated for this service at SLOCOG (Council of
Governments) and funding was approved.

Ed Waage
Mayor, City of Pismo Beach

Thank You Renewing Members
Bank of the Sierra Arroyo Grande
(Gold Level Chairman’s Circle)
JB Dewar Inc
New Beginnings Community Church
of the Nazarene
Central Coast Greenhouse Growers
Association
Community Health Centers
of the Central Coast
Troesh Recycling Inc DBA RoXsand
Joel Anderson World Coins
Home Builders Association
of the Central Coast
Blueprint Express
Clint Weirick Consulting
Monarch Wedding Planning
KC's Klassics
Metromedia Publishers
Crown Properties
The Best of Everything
Posies in the Village
Ben's Computer Sales & Services
Sierra Body Shop LLC
The Monarch Club
Nipomo Dog & Cat Hospital
Talley Farms
SLO County Farmers Market
Systems and Marketing Solutions
Cole Linen and Laundry
Placer Title Company
First American Title
Nipomo High School
Arroyo Grande Valley Kiwanis
Alzheimer's Association
Carey James & Associates
Pismo Coast Village RV Resort
Coastal Christian School
The Welcome Map
Elements Home Design Center
Smith Electric Service
Computer Techs
Carrie L Hagen CPA
Keller Williams Realty Central Coast
Ken Levine
Freedom Calling
Camino Mercado Associates
Friends of Oceano Dunes
Guild Mortgage Company
Costco in Santa Maria
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Recent Ribbon Cuttings
Grocery Outlet
1574 W. Branch St., Suite C, in Arroyo Grande
groceryoutlet.com
Grocery Outlet brings customers the brands
they love at big savings since 1946. Their buyers
shop the world, travelling thousands of miles
each year, to find thrilling deals on brand name
groceries. Whether it’s through packaging
changes, surplus inventory or product overruns,
their buyers source it all – everything from fresh
meat and produce to Grocery Outlet’s natural and
organic NOSH (Natural, Organic, Specialty and
Healthy) items.

Dogtastic Training • San Luis Obispo
dogtastictraining.com
Dogtastic Training, a full-service, local dog training company,
specializes in behavior modification, private training, obedience training,
and nose work. Owner Becky has been training professionally since
2011. She has earned several training certifications and established
herself as a reputable and skilled trainer, specializing in behavior modification. Becky is constantly looking at the latest research and training
techniques available in the field. Having trained and temperament
tested thousands of dogs, she is an expert in dog body language and
behavior, making her the ideal trainer to work with your pet.

Pismo Beach Veterinary Clinic
990 Price St. in Pismo Beach
pismobeachvet.com
The staff of Pismo Beach Veterinary Clinic respect the humananimal bond and strive to treat their clients and patients like
members of the family. Their staff are driven by a passion for
veterinary medicine, education, and providing an extraordinary
customer experience. They offer the best medicine and constantly
adapt to meet the highest standards of veterinary care.

Paulding Law • Arroyo Grande
Pauldinglaw.org
Based in Arroyo Grande, Paulding Law represents clients with
estate planning (wills and trusts); real estate and business
transactions; and land use, environmental, and construction law.
Whether you are a local resident, government agency, contractor,
or entrepreneur, they will exceed expectations with their
experience, positive demeanor, and professionalism. Paulding Law
takes the extra time to build strong relationships with their clients.

Recent Ribbon Cuttings
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Quintessa Coffee Roasters
1945 Front St. in Oceano
quintessacoffeeroasters.com
Their family-owned and operated business focuses on
small-batch, specialty coffee. Never roasting more than 25
pounds at a time, they are able to extract consistent,
precise flavors with every batch. Quintessa sources
coffees only using high-quality, organic, fair trade,
traditionally grown coffees from around the world. The
combination of a quality product and precise roasting
makes for a great cup of coffee.

Tread Connection
254 Newport Ave. #A in Grover Beach
treadconnection.com
Tread Connection offers mobile tire repair that is quick,
convenient, and professional. Their Tread Connection van is
outfitted with the latest in tire-changing technology. With the
best equipment from around the world, they have the capability
to quickly and efficiently change all tires: from low-profile,
high-performance tires on a super car, to the blown tire on a
family van. Their technicians are certified and will provide a
courteous and thoughtful customer service experience.

Sunshine & Reign Photography
621 East Grand Ave. • Arroyo Grande
sunshineandreign.com

Daisy Delights Cake Studio
330 W. Tefft St., Suite F• Nipomo
daisy-delights.com

Amii and Andy own and operate this photography business that
has a gallery and portrait studio at 621 E. Grand Ave. From
portraits of families, children, and pets to engagements and
weddings, they love photographing what's most important to their
clients and helping them create and design beautiful wall art for
their homes. They are also available to local businesses for head
shots and branding photos.

Daisy's passion for baking and cake decorating led her to take
courses from top cake artists such as Ron Ben-Israel, Colette
Peters, Mike McCarey, and Kathleen Lange. She watches for new
trends in the cake industry and welcomes new challenges. Originally
from Santa Maria, Daisy first worked in the corporate world using
her Business degree from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. She has
competed in several cake competitions and won many awards. For
more information, visit her website at daisy-delights.com.
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Chamber Board of Directors, Staff, & Ambassadors
Board of Directors:
Tony Goetz
The Casitas of Arroyo Grande
Chairperson

Rudy Stowell
Pure Bliss Spa

Lettie Fuller
Mechanics Bank
Grover Beach

Jake Barnick
Kautz Chevron

Erika Bylund, Point Sur Advisors
Vice Chairperson
Jim Walker, Pacific Premier Bank
Immediate Past Chairperson

Chamber Staff:
Jocelyn Brennan
President I CEO

Jeff Chambers, Tommy Hilfiger
Treasurer

jocelyn@southcountychambers.com

Nicole Moore
SeaCrest Oceanfront Resort
Secretary
Eric Daniels, PG&E
Ken Dalebout
Dignity Health/AG Hospital
Mary Gardner
SLO Regional Transit Authority

Ligia Zavala
Chief Operations Officer
ligia@southcountychambers.com

Cosimo Allegretta
FoodJets SLO County

Mary Ishikawa
Allstate Suncoast
Insurance Services

Cheryl Wakefield
Doc Burnstein’s Ice Cream

Holly Leighton
Marketing & Tourism
holly@southcountychambers.com

Louis Camassa
Empath

Fred Reed, The Agrarian Hotel

Michelle Lea, Bookkeeper

Jill Quint
Quintessa Coffee Roasters

Mary Schultz
Family Home Care

Rob Railsback
State Farm Insurance

Shari Barnhart
Mechanics Bank, Arroyo Grande

Michael Specchierla
SLO County Office of Education

Kimberley Victor
Mary Kay Cosmetics
Fashions for a Purpose

audrey@southcountychambers.com

Marty Imes, Executive Director
of Leadership South County
marty@southcountychambers.com

Lynne Schlenker
The Great American Melodrama

Sue MacCagno
Associate member

Kris Sinay
Clark Center for the
Performing Arts

Audrey Powell
Director of Membership

Chamber Ambassadors:
Linda Vleit
Linda Vleit Insurance Services
Chairperson
Kai Lynch
Guild Mortgage Company
Vice Chairperson

Olivia Domingues
Pampered Chef

Vince Perrine
Eternity Telecommunications
Shannon Bowdey
Keller Williams Realty CC

Anita Shower
Miss Etiquette/Eco Club 5 Cities
Michael Leon
Burke & Pace Lumber
Carey Oberly
doTERRA Essential Oils
Judy Trecartin
Worldpay Merchant Services
Sunni Mullinax, Urbn Leaf
Kim Banks, BBSI

LuAnne Quigley
Hurdle Hearing & Audiology

Samantha Coelho
C&H Storage
Balanced Beauty Boutique

Arlene Gee
Gee Consulting

Michelle Hogue
Coastal Copy, Inc.

Renee Poirier
Achievement House Inc

Kassi Dee
Nan’s Pre-owned Books
Kassi’s Book Hive

Thank you to our Chairman’s Circle Sponsors!
Founding Level Sponsors

Platinum Level Sponsors

Diamond Level Sponsors

Gold Level Sponsors

South County Chambers of Commerce
800A West Branch Street
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
239 W. Tefft Street
Nipomo, CA 93444
Phone: (805) 489-1488
Fax: (805) 489-2239
Email: office@southcountychambers.com
www.southcountychambers.com
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