Your Capitol Voice
REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY KAUFMANN

Dear Friend,

In my first column, I wrote about my top four priorities for this session. They were EMS
funding, improving mental health care, education policy and funding, and combating
animal cruelty. Those are MY priorities! There are 149 other legislators and a Governor
with a wide variety of priorities. I tell you this because at the beginning of a session, I
often do not know what bills will be assigned to me or what topics I will have to dive into
until it happens. Over the years I have written about my time as Oversight Chair and the
different investigations I had to conduct regarding the Fort Madison Prison, ICN, and
DHS. Those unfortunate circumstances couldn’t have been predicted ahead of time.
This year two very big topics have emerged. They aren’t topics that were priorities of
mine, but they are now issues I am responsible for working through. The two topics are
the restoration of felon voting rights and sports wagering. I will give a few brief facts
about what I have learned so far and then I would ask for your opinions.
Felon Voting Restoration –Governor Reynolds is advocating for a constitutional
amendment to restore felon voting rights. I was subsequently assigned the amendment
bill in the Judiciary Committee.

Here is some information I have
received so far:
-Iowa and Kentucky are the only states
in the country that permanently take
away felon voting rights
-The proposal is a constitutional
amendment, meaning it would have to
pass two different General Assemblies
and then it would go to a vote before
all of you.
-No one would be eligible until they
completed their sentence
-Restitution is a topic that is being
debated as far as whether to make that
a requirement

This week I had the chance to honor Sidney Grubbs
during a Black History Month presentation on the House
floor. Sidney was a prominent figure in Tipton and a
champion for early integration in Iowa. His legacy still
lives on today in Cedar County.
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-Finally, as far as I am concerned – murderers, rapists, and criminals who have hurt children
should not be given consideration for the restoration of rights. Most who commit those
crimes would be in prison and not eligible anyway, but I want to make it clear that is a
nonstarter with me.
Sports Wagering
Many people have contacted me over the years, frustrated that sports betting and fantasy
sports were prohibited under law. The Supreme Court ruled last year that states could not
prohibit it anymore and there have been dozens of proposals come out since the ruling.
Here is some information I have obtained so far:
-Sports wagering is currently happening on a very large scale in the illegal market. People
who need help are not red-flagged like they would be at a casino. Bookies and other
nefarious actors are using methods to obtain debts that are not above-board.
-The proposal is to allow casinos to have an area for sports wagering similar to how there is a
place for slots and card tables.
-The proposal would allow sports wagering to come out of the shadows where it can be
regulated, taxed, and much more transparent.
A couple weeks ago I was a guest on the IPTV show, Iowa Press where we discussed this issue
in detail. The entire show can be found on the website if you care to review it.
These are two topics that were not on my radar, but I am now tasked with finding solutions
and policy initiatives. Again, I would be very interested in your opinions!

Bobby

Listening Post Schedule (February 23rd):
9:30a.m.-11:30a.m. Coralville City Hall,
Johnson County League of Women Voters

Capitol Visitors:
Mark Dohmen, Mechanicsville
William Gerhard, Iowa City

Visiting with constituents from my district is important to me.
If you are in Des Moines come see me at the Capitol!
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