Your Capitol Voice

REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY KAUFMANN

Dear Friend,

This week is our first funnel deadline in the Legislature. All 150 legislators are
permitted to file a bill on any topic they choose. This leads to hundreds and even
thousands of bills being proposed early in the session. Many of these bills receive
coverage even if they are extreme and have no chance of advancing. The IPERS
bill from 2017 was a perfect example of a bad bill that never went anywhere, yet was
used as a political weapon and scare tactic. This first funnel is where hundreds of
these bills will die. Today I want to talk about two bills I hope make it through the
funnel and three bills that I will NOT support whether they make it through the
funnel or not.

Support:
1. Expansion of our medical cannabis law- I have
heard from countless constituents that while they
appreciate our current medical cannabis law, it is
too restrictive and too many people with ailments
do not have access. Just as a reminder, this is a
medicine we are talking about and not something
from which you can get high. I have talked with
countless constituents who suffer from severe pain
and illnesses and medical cannabis makes them
better yet it is not legal to obtain it. I support
expanding our law to give them relief. No one who
can benefit from this medicine should be struggling
to get it. The federal government also needs to act.
If a divided Congress wants to get something
bipartisan done then they should reschedule
cannabis so that research can be conducted.
President Trump has indicated he would sign that
bill. Until Congress acts, federal law still makes any
kind of cannabis expansion a violation.
The State Government committee has kept us busy.
Rep. Mitchell (Henry) has been a great vice chair this session.
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2. Continued Oversight into Medicaid – Last week I participated in an Oversight meeting where
we got to question the DHS Chair and the two MCO’s. Reports show that problems with
Medicaid are going down significantly but that work still needs to be done. Another bit of good
news is that Iowa is adding a third MCO this summer. Oversight language that we passed last year
is having a positive effect, but I will remain diligent until this system works for everyone.
Oppose:
1. Land Conservation Threats - I have received dozens of emails in the last week about the bill
that would put heavy restrictions on public lands. Many people believe the bill threatens land
conservation and outdoor recreation in Iowa. This bill originates in western Iowa where there is a
problem with purchasing too much land and not having enough resources to maintain them. I
understand their problem but this solution is not one I can support given all of the benefits my
constituents get from public lands. Countless people hunt, fish, hike, and enjoy wildlife in our
parks, trails, woodlands, and prairies. For those reasons I will not support this bill and will work to
make it go away.
2. Vouchers – Vouchers is back in the Senate. I can’t tell if it has traction in that chamber yet but I
will remain steadfast in my opposition and work to make sure the bill doesn’t pass in the House. I
think this concept hurts our small town public schools. I strongly support our parochial and
private schools, but I caution these schools to be wary of these proposals. Once you start
accepting public money, the state can dictate your terms and curriculum.
3. Education omnibus – Another bill would remove the requirement for schools to have a nurse
and librarian. The reason for the bill is said to give local control. While I support local control, I
cannot think of a scenario where a nurse and librarian are not needed in our schools. Both nurses
and librarians provide critical functions in our schools so I cannot support ending that
requirement.

Bobby

Listening Post Schedule (March 9):
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Capitol visitors: Dan Marine, Wilton
Mike and Denise Gaeta, Muscatine
Macey McAtee, Clarence

Macey and I had some great conversation about the
importance of mental health resources across our state. It's
always great to see constituents from Cedar County!
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