Your Capitol Voice
REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY KAUFMANN

Dear Friend,

I had some good conversations and interaction at the Iowa City forums last weekend. I
appreciated the Co-President of the Iowa City Teachers Union publicly thanking me for
my work on protecting IPERS. I promised you I would do this and I will for teachers,
labor, and working Iowans.
This week I will give you my analysis on Governor Reynolds’ State of the State address.
It was a historic address as she is the first female Governor to be elected in Iowa history. I
think her speech was very well received by both sides of the aisle and provided a lot of
good direction for this session.
Education - The Governor proposed a 2.3% increase to K-12 public schools. This would
be $93.4 million dollars in new money for our schools. This number was well received
by most Republicans and Democrats. I think it is a reasonable and affordable number.
My priority will be to get that passed immediately so schools can know what their
budgets will look like. On a side note, I am seeing momentum to get the S.A.V.E. penny
extension passed. It is a top priority for me to see this passed this session. The Governor
did not mention anything on vouchers and I continue to oppose that policy.

Mental Health - The Governor called for $6
million to increase the number of regional
Access Centers and for additional mobile
treatment teams around the state to further
implement last year's mental health reforms.
She also called for $3 million for training
teachers to help detect students' mental health
issues. Additionally, the Governor proposed
developing a mental health system focused on
Iowa children. I strongly support all of these
proposals and will work to advance them.
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Higher Education - Governor Reynolds requested $4.7 million new dollars for community
colleges, $18 million to fully fund the Regents request, an additional $1.1 million for the Iowa
Tuition Grant program, and $17.2 million to the College Student Aid Commission to fund
the Last-Dollar Scholarship program as part of Future Ready Iowa. All of these proposals are
reasonable with the exception of the community college proposal. As we are putting an
increased emphasis on training workers for skilled workforce job opportunities, I think
community colleges will need more resources to impact this growing shortage.
Rural Iowa Initiatives - The Governor proposed $10 million to expand access to broadband
throughout Iowa. I support this. I am often asked how to combat young people leaving the
state, our small towns, and expanding business opportunities. Reliable internet access is
critical to all of that. In an evolving economy where opportunities for parents to work from
home, entrepreneurs to launch startups, and single parents who struggle to afford childcare
are real issues - broadband access it critical.
A strength of the Governor's proposal is that all of these numbers fit into a fiscally
conservative state budget. The Governor proposes spending 97.2% of ongoing revenue. This
is a critical component of the overall budget. I have never voted for a budget that is not
balanced or that spends more money than we take in. I never will. It is important that we
have a healthy "savings account" to ensure we are prepared for any future disaster or
economic downturn. I think it is my most important duty for our schools, law enforcement,
and general public services to be able to count on the money the State promises. This is the
Governor's proposal. The House and Senate will also have their proposals. As we begin to
unveil other budgets or get closer to a final deal I will keep you informed.

Bobby
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Capitol Visitors: Carmen Black, Solon

Visiting with constituents from my district is important to me.
If you are in Des Moines come see me at the Capitol!
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