GARRETT COUNTY HERITAGE AREA
MANAGEMENT PLAN

1. HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
DESCRIBING GARRETT’S HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
AND SIGNIFICANT HISTORY AND CULTURE

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
This Chapter defines the historical
development of Garrett County and its
heritage significance. Garrett’s history
and culture is the central organizing
structure that makes this area distinct
from other areas of the state and
nation. The purpose is to provide a
setting for the development of the
future Garrett County Heritage Area.
This Chapter also provides a framework
for the inventory and contextual
analysis of existing heritage resources
by exposing core elements of the
heritage planning process including
themes, linkages, resource
concentrations, and interpretive
structuring.

SOURCE: Peter Johnston & Associates

1.1: GARRETT COUNTY’S HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Garrett County’s unique heritage resources reflect
Maryland’s pioneering spirit as western frontier lands were
opened for settlement in the 18th and 19th centuries. As
the county was settled, its wealth of natural resources
provided for both industry and recreation. In the 21st
century, man and nature still drive the modern economy of
Garrett. The following themes illustrate the heritage
significance of Garrett County:
The overarching theme is Garrett County’s relationship to
SOURCE: Russell Bourne, 200 Years: A
the opening and development of America’s western
Bicentennial Illustrated History of the United
frontier in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. In fact
States, Volume 1 (U.S. News & World Report,
Garrett County is the Mountain Maryland Gateway to the
1973), 199.
West and at one time, it was the country’s gateway to the
west. This is the primary heritage experience in Garrett County and this broad theme ties the whole
Heritage Area together. Under this umbrella, several primary themes were provided by Garrett County’s
original Heritage Area Recognition Application to the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority. This includes
the following:
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Transportation: The “transportation” theme includes Garrett County’s Indian Trails, the National
Pike/National Road and the Casselman Bridge, as well as railroads and waterways, which
contributed to the cultural landscapes and settlement patterns of Maryland’s western frontier.
Man and Nature: The “man and nature” theme highlights the unique natural resources that Garrett
County has acknowledged and respected. A strong agricultural heritage, the Eastern Continental
Divide, which Lewis and Clark braved, as well as the early settlements along the state’s western
frontier. They all testify to Garrett County’s keen understanding of nature as a partner instead of an
impediment.
Historic Recreation: The “historic recreation” theme has resonance because Garrett County has a
legacy as one of Maryland’s most significant recreation areas, even before the 20th century.
Garrett’s natural beauty and resources inspired Native Americans, early settlers, and people from all
walks of life, including American presidents and the rich and powerful from nearby urban areas.
They came to enjoy the cool mountain summers, and lavish resorts flourished throughout the
county. Today, Deep Creek Lake is the summer home of several celebrities and draws visitors from a
wide reach.
Cultural Uniqueness: The “cultural uniqueness” theme considers the climate and terrain of
Maryland’s western frontier, which creates a type of isolation. This has appealed to many and varied
cultural groups as a core influence. For example, the area’s Amish and Mennonite communities
came here searching for religious freedom. The Appalachian mountain cultures also developed
unique foods, styles of music, and other cultural characteristics that deserve recognition.
EXPERIENCING THE GARRETT COUNTY HERITAGE AREA
Every theme provides details on specific historical and cultural subjects in the Garrett County Heritage
Area. Essentially, every unique place in Garrett has a different and authentic story to tell. This should be
considered with Heritage Area partners and stakeholders if the county develops a detailed Interpretive
Plan. For example, the Native American occupants of Garrett County led a nomadic hunter/gatherer
existence tied directly to the land. Explorers and guides in the mid-18th century gained prominence by
conquering the obstacles that the Allegheny Mountains presented for westward travel, expansion, and
eventual settlement. This early exploration is related to Garrett County’s modern trail network, which
forms an important interpretive spine in the Heritage Area.
In the 19th and 20th centuries, Garrett County capitalized on the region’s scenic environment and the
recreational potential, including the man-made Deep Creek Lake. Wise forest management has
stimulated a renewed lumber industry. Coal production and transportation still has prominence. Any
heritage program established for the Garrett County Heritage Area should convey the idea that living off
the land has been a local legacy since the earliest known days.
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1.2: SUMMARY
Garrett County is Maryland’s western-most frontier. The first wave of immigration began in the 1700s
and early 1800s. It opened up the Ohio Valley in the western parts of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and
Virginia. Throughout the 19th century, settlement spread further west across the wilderness until it
finally stretched from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific coast, creating the modern United States of
America. Historic development trends have been organized into six broad categories and include the
following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Native American Presence: Native American Hunting Grounds (pre 1740);
Colonial Exploration and Settlement: Early Exploration and Settlement (1740 to 1774);
Building a Nation: Revolution and The Emergence of the United States (1775 to 1849);
Rebuilding America: Civil War, Reconstruction, and The Rise of the Resort (1850 to 1889);
The Modern Era: Post Reconstruction and The Industrial Revolution (1890 to 1949); and
Garrett County in the 21st Century: Rebirth of the Resort (1950 to the Present).

SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL PERIODS IN GARRETT COUNTY
Garrett County has several significant historical periods under the broader categories listed above,
starting with its earliest use by Native American Indians as a hunting ground (pre-1740). Colonial
settlement began in the mid 1700s and heritage significance is marked primarily by early pioneers to the
region, the French and Indian War, and the construction of Braddock’s Road from pre-existing Indian
trails. The third period begins with the American Revolution and continues with the construction of the
“National Road” in 1806, which opened up the western frontier for pioneering. The National Road has
significant importance not only for Garrett County but also the nation as a whole because it linked the
eastern and western portions of the United States in the 19th century.
The fourth period is marked by the beginning of the railroad industry (1850s) and the formation of
Garrett County, Maryland in 1872 from portions of Allegany County. Railroads would provide a link to
the outside world and eventually created Garrett’s first resort industry in the later part of the 19th
century. During the fifth period, traditional industries, such as lumber and coal, declined in the early part
of the 20th century. However, with the establishment of the nation’s road system and the creation of
Deep Creek Lake in the 1920s, resource conservation, tourism, and recreation once again gained
prominence. This emerging economy from the 1940s to the present allowed for the rebirth of Garrett
County’s traditional resort industry.
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1.3: NATIVE AMERICAN PRESENCE
The earliest inhabitants in the Garrett County
region were noted more than 4,000 years ago.
Rich natural resources drew Native Americans
to the area for hunting and fishing. Indian
tribes included the Algonquin, Seneca,
Iroquois, and the Delaware Nation. Native
Americans were the first pioneers. They
carved numerous trails out of the virgin
wilderness, many of which were buffalo paths
followed by hunter-gatherers.1 These trails
crossed from east to west along the
mountains and later provided paths for early
European settlement and exploration. Many
SOURCE: The William W. Cole Collection; Early Images of
Indians; “Indians of Northern Virginia; Virginia Historical
current archeological sites in Garrett County
Society - Online Exhibits, 2003.
can be found at old Indian camps, trails, and
burial grounds. Artifacts such as pottery, arrow heads, and other implements and utensils, have been
discovered at these sites.2

1.4: COLONIAL EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT
European settlement of Garrett County, on Maryland’s western frontier, occurred during the late
colonial period, from 1740 to approximately 1775. Early colonization in frontier areas was driven largely
by land speculation from the Virginia colony. English expansion led to the French and Indian War from
1754 to 1763. This war was fought over access to and control of the rich western frontier lands and
natural resources. This marks the first significant historical period of Garrett County.
NEMACOLIN’S PATH TO BRADDOCK’S ROAD
The early exploration of Garrett County was the human drive to explore and tame new lands. In the 18th
century much of the western lands in America were unknown to Europeans and held deep mystery and
vast resources. The inevitable result led to confrontation among the various European powers seeking
to conquer the American wilderness. The French and Indian War was a world war for empire. It included
England, allied with Prussia and Hanover, against France, allied with Austria-Hungary, Saxony, Sweden,
and Spain.3 The war stretched from Europe to colonial possessions in the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian
Oceans. The American Colonies were but one theater of the war.

1

Urban Research and Development Corporation, Garrett County Heritage Plan: Garrett County, Maryland, 2-2.
Ibid.
3
Merritt Ierley, Traveling the National Road (Overlook Press, 1999), 8.
2
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The French and Indian War: Maryland’s
role in the French and Indian War was
minimal. Most of the battles were fought in
the frontier areas of Canada, Pennsylvania,
and New York. However, Maryland has the
distinction of being a launching pad for two
very famous expeditions at the onset of the
conflict. This includes the opening salvo in
the war, the Battle of Fort Necessity in
1754 as well as General Edward Braddock’s
march and the Battle of the Monongahela
in 1755.
SOURCE: Andrew J. Wahll, Braddock Road Chronicles 1755
(Heritage Books, Inc., 1999), 21.
Under orders from Governor Robert
Dinwiddie of the Virginia Colony, Colonel
Joshua Fry and Lieutenant Colonel George Washington set out with a small force of Colonial Militia to
face French interlopers in the Ohio Valley region. The British staging area for marches west was Fort
Cumberland in Maryland, which was established in 1754. In order to forge a path over the Allegheny
Mountains toward the western frontier, British forces used the assistance of Indians and early explorers.
“Nemacolin’s Path” was a western Native American route from modern-day Cumberland through
Garrett County to the Ohio forks.

During the long march west, Colonel Fry was killed in an accident and Washington assumed command of
the expeditionary force. Washington marched his men through modern-day Garrett County and after
engaging the French, decided to build Fort Necessity at Great Meadows and await further orders. By this
time, the French had completed Fort Duquesne near the forks of the Ohio River and sent soldiers to
attack Washington at Fort Necessity. The subsequent armed engagement resulted in Washington’s
defeat and surrender, the only one of his long military career. The Battle of Fort Necessity started the
French and Indian War in the American colonies.
Braddock’s Road: In 1755, General Edward Braddock was charged with opening a road to the Ohio and
confronting the French at Fort Duquesne, near modern-day Pittsburgh. At the time, the effort was
supported by the British Crown, Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. In June, some 2,000 soldiers
including British Regulars and Virginia Militia, 29 pieces of artillery, 407 wagons, 500 horses, 400 packhorses, and a herd of livestock set out from Fort Cumberland in Maryland to cross the wilderness and
face the French threat for control of the rich Ohio Valley.4 Braddock used Nemacolin’s Path and Indian
allies were employed to assist British efforts.

4

Ibid.
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Robert Orme, a captain in Braddock’s command, noted that the effort of moving such a large army and
equipment through the Allegheny Mountains and the forested wilderness beyond was taxing and
dangerous. As Orme stated in his diary, “we entirely demolished three wagons and shattered several
more descending the Savage Mountain.”5

SOURCE: The National Park Service; United States Department of the Interior; National Battlefields, Fort Necessity.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF GENERAL BRADDOCK’S ROAD
The monumental effort of carving a road out of the mountainous wilderness finally bested General
Edward Braddock as his army became bogged-down in the rough terrain of the western frontier. In
response, Braddock decided to lead a quick-moving light infantry force forward to engage the French.
He was defeated at the Battle of the Monongahela in 1755. Braddock died from his wounds and was
buried on North American soil, with George Washington delivering the eulogy at his funeral.6 Left
behind were many campsites in Garrett County, including the Savage River Camp, the Little Meadows
Camp, the Little Crossings Camp (Casselman River), and Bear Camp. But more important, Braddock left
behind a partially cleared road over the Allegheny Mountains to the western frontier lands. Braddock’s
Road connected the Potomac River at Fort Cumberland with the Monongahela River at Turtle Creek
south of Pittsburgh.7 From simple Native American trail to a rough route moving men and cannon to
engage an enemy, Braddock’s Road began a long tradition that would come to fruition with the National
Road of 1806 (see Figure 1-1).

5

Albert Feldstein, Postcard History Series: Garrett County (Arcadia Publishing, 2006), 97 – 98.
Olsen, Indian Blood, 10.
7
Ierley, Traveling the National Road, 1.
6
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FIGURE 1-1: BRADDOCK’S ROAD AND EARLY GARRETT COUNTY SETTLEMENTS

SOURCE: Peter Johnston & Associates
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1.5: BUILDING A NATION
Following the America Revolution (1775 to 1783), the early settlement of Garrett County had
commenced. The region already was recognized as a prominent link in the east-to-west transaction, and
taverns and inns were dotting the landscape near Braddock’s old road. One of the first was the Stone
House Inn (circa 1775), built on the western slope of Meadow Mountain, where the future President
George Washington stayed in 1784.
Prior to the Revolutionary War, there was increased interest in the forested lands of Maryland’s west.
Much like the Daniel Boones of their time, settlers had begun a pilgrimage to create new homes and
lives in the rich areas of the western frontier. It was during this time that the earliest settlers forged
their way up the Potomac River to the lush valleys of Garrett County.
EARLY SETTLEMENT AND THE WAR FOR AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE
European Settlement of Garrett County: The first of these settler families were John Friend, his brother
Andrew, and their wives and children.8 The Friends were Swedish by descent and originated from the
old Delaware Colony in the 1600s.9The Friends obtained a Shawnee village along the Youghiogheny
River.10 They were the first residents in Garrett County, building log houses, which eventually became a
permanent settlement. The modern-day Town of Friendsville in Garrett County is named for the Friend
Family and much of their history is described in Evelyn Olsen’s book, Indian Blood. Other settlers soon
followed the Friends, such as Joseph Tomlinson, who built a large house along Braddock’s Road.11
Tomlinson later opened and operated an inn along the road, the Red House Inn, starting a tradition that
would reach its crescendo with the height of the National Road. George Washington stayed at
Tomlinson’s inn during his trips to the Ohio Valley.12
Taming a Fertile Land: Garrett County was an area “teeming with wildlife.”13 Old-growth forests covered
the region and later provided raw lumber for building the emerging United States. Recalling an old story
passed down from generation to generation, Evelyn Olsen stated that: “The sturgeons were 75 to 150
pounds in weight and made enormous leaps, clearing Great Falls and bounding up the river to spawn.
Once in Revolutionary times, a sturgeon broke the thigh bone of an army officer, who was seated on the
gun-whale of a ferryboat.”14The discovery of Ginseng root here led to its becoming a precious
commodity. Ginseng was “attributed with great medicinal powers” and “would bring a high price in the
Oriental market.”15

8

Garrett County Heritage Plan, 2-4.
Olsen, Indian Blood, 40.
10
Garrett County Heritage Plan, 2-4.
11
Ibid.
12
Ibid.
13
Ibid.
14
Ibid, 14.
15
Ibid, 69.
9
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In the late 18th century, William Deakins and Brooke Beall from Prince George’s County, Maryland
surveyed some 682 acres. This area would eventually become the Town of Accident, through a
serendipitous survey mistake. As the story is told, “Beall stated (to William Deakins) that he had already
surveyed the same tract of land as Deakins and had his axe marks on the trees to prove it. Deakins
replied that they had selected the same land by accident. Beall kept the site and this mutual claim led to
the…eventual Town being named Accident.”16James and Priscilla Drane were the first permanent white
settlers in the Accident area. Their home was a two-section combination log house and frame structure
built around 1800. Today it is Garrett County’s oldest standing house. The James Drane House has been
completely restored to its original appearance.17Many of Garrett County’s early settlers located in other
areas that were old Indian sites, including Underwood; Sang Run; Gortner; Grassy Cabin; Green Glade;
Mason Camp; and Promised Land.18
Garrett County in the Revolutionary War: The Friend Family in Garrett County was among the first to
answer the call of duty and throw off the yoke of British imperialism during the American Revolutionary
War. In 1775, Captain Augustine Friend was commissioned to command the Colonial Rangers.19 Fort
Friend was established in 1776. “About 20 families lived in Garrett County at the signing of the
Declaration of Independence in 1776.”20 John Friend and many neighboring settlers enlisted in the
Washington County Colonial Militia’s “Skipton Company.”21 The militia of western Maryland became
famous for its hardiness and deadly marksmanship with the frontier long-rifle.22 The greatest fear
among Garrett’s early settlers was the possibility of Indian attacks while the men fought in the war.
However, by this time, the Indian front had moved further west. “While many settlers in Ohio and
Kentucky lost their homes and lives, Garrett County settlers escaped the conflict without major
casualties.”23

1.6: CONSTRUCTING THE NATIONAL ROAD
By the early 1800s, Thomas Jefferson was intent on expanding the new country further west. The
Louisiana Purchase of 1803 opened vast amounts of land for settlement and the pioneer rush had begun
in earnest. In order to unify the fledgling nation, a series of great transportation projects were enacted.
This included the 1806 establishment of the National Road by an act of Congress. This would begin one
of the most significant periods of Garrett County’s historical development as well as a long association
with transportation and resource development.

16

Ibid.
Ibid, 75.
18
Ibid.
19
Olsen, Indian Blood, 59.
20
Garrett County Heritage Plan, 2-5.
21
Olsen, Indian Blood, 60.
22
Garrett County Heritage Plan, 2-5.
23
Ibid.
17
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BUILDING THE NATIONAL ROAD
The surveyors of the National Road
chose a path that closely paralleled
Braddock’s Road. Construction
began in 1811 in Cumberland. By
1816, the Maryland section of the
road was complete. The National
Road brought industry such as
“milling, mining, blacksmithing,
coopering, and mining” to Garrett
County.24 Many industries served
The Casselman River Bridge is located in the Casselman River Bridge State
travelers, including stage coach
Park. It is an important part of the historic National Road.
stops, inns, hotels, taverns, shops,
SOURCE: Maryland Historical Trust
etc.25 However, farming was the
primary industry in the early 1800s
and included growing of corn, buckwheat, flax oats, and tobacco, and the raising of livestock.
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NATIONAL ROAD
The National Road was a vital transportation route in early America, essential to create a cohesive
transportation system to link the new nation (see Figure 1-2 below). The road was an overland wagon
route called the National Pike, connecting Baltimore to Cumberland. It was later expanded by an Act of
Congress in 1806 to link Cumberland with western lands beyond the Appalachian Mountains, connecting
the Ohio Valley. The National Road increased settlement to Garrett County and brought industries such
as “milling, blacksmithing, coopering, and mining”.26 Many of these industries were related to serving
travelers, including stage coach stops, inns, hotels, taverns, shops, and outfitters.27
One of the most illustrious sites along the National Road is the Casselman River Bridge with its great
stone arch. The bridge still stands today. It was constructed between 1813 and 1815. It was the
technological wonder of its time, the largest single-span bridge in America.28 The National Road had its
golden years from the 1830s to the 1850s, before the full advent of the railroad. The road hosted some
famous presidents and people, including John Quincy Adams, James Monroe, Zachary Taylor, Andrew
Jackson, and Abraham Lincoln, as well as Davey Crockett the great western hunter, Congressman, and
hero of the Alamo; P.T. Barnum of the Barnum & Bailey Circus; and William F. Cody (Buffalo Bill).29 All
these men contributed to the significance of the road as a national treasure.

24

Ibid, 117.
Ibid, 30.
26
Ibid, 117.
27
Ibid, 30.
28
Albert Feldstein, Postcard History Series: Garrett County, 101.
29
Ibid, 75.
25
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FIGURE 1-2: THE NATIONAL ROAD

SOURCE: Peter Johnston & Associates
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1.7: REBUILDING AMERICA
Much of Garrett County’s development and settlement was
owed first to the National Road and then the burgeoning
railroad industry. By the mid-19th century, the railroad was
creating significant changes to the nation. The railroad had
replaced the National Road as a faster and cheaper way of
travel. It also had begun to accelerate the settlement of
western areas and ushered in the modern age of
industrialization.
Both the National Road and the railroad would mark Garrett
County’s future. These transportation routes not only
connected local Maryland travelers but also placed Garrett
County at the epicenter of a growing nation. The rich natural
resources of the region combined with its immense beauty
created new industries that would propel Garrett into the
20th century and beyond.
THE FORMATION OF GARRETT COUNTY

John Work Garrett (1820 – 1884), President of
the B&O Railroad, for whom Garrett County is
named.
SOURCE: John Work Garrett. Thomas Scharf,
History of Western Maryland, Volume II (J. B.
Lippincott & Company, 1882).

From the 1850s to the 1860s, private interests and the federal government had invested huge sums of
money in railroad development. This was an important forward step in the development of the
Appalachians. It marked the evolution of the nation’s transportation system as well as the innovative
spirit of the American people, always changing and ever dynamic. The second wave of immigration to
the county occurred around 1850, when Amish and Mennonite settlers moved from Pennsylvania to
Pleasant Valley and Sunnyside, areas near modern-day Grantsville.30 The descendants of Amish and
Mennonite settlers still live in the county to this day and occasionally a horse and buggy can be spotted
along its highways and rural roads.
Garrett County in the American Civil War: Garrett County’s formation followed one of the nation’s most
turbulent periods, the American Civil War. Western Maryland had its southern sympathizers but the
northern economic hold on the area kept it firmly in the Union camp through the course of the war.
Much of the fighting between north and south that directly affected the region was the willful
destruction of railroad lines by the Confederates. Railroad lines were a vital supply and communication
link for the North and, in fact, helped win the war for the Union. Places like Fort Alice, located near
Oakland, were constructed to protect railroad interests.

30

Ibid.
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Two of the greatest battles of the Civil War occurred in close
proximity to Garrett County; Antietam and Gettysburg.
Antietam was the first major battle of the Civil War. It was
fought near Sharpsburg, Maryland, along Antietam Creek in
September 1862. It was the bloodiest single day of battle in
American history with some 23,000 killed and wounded. The
Battle of Sharpsburg provided the cover needed for President
Lincoln to announce the “Emancipation Proclamation,” which
freed the slaves in the rebellious southern states. The later
Battle of Gettysburg was fought in July 1863 near Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. It marked the turning point of the war, as a
southern invasion of northern areas was thwarted by the
Union Army. The Civil War finally ended when General Lee
surrendered to General Grant at the Appomattox
Courthouse, Virginia on April 9, 1865.
Garrett County Formed from Portions of Allegany County: Directly following the Civil War, railroad
expansion provided a “boom” for western Maryland towns such as Cumberland in Allegany County. On
April 1, 1872, Garrett County was formed from portions of Allegany County with support of thenGovernor William Pinkey Whyte, according to the ratification process stipulated in Maryland’s
Constitution for forming a new jurisdiction. The county was named for John Work Garrett, the president
of the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad. The county was the last to be formed in Maryland and its first
census indicated that 12,175 people lived in Garrett at the time.31
THE TOWN OF OAKLAND AS A RAILROAD BOOM TOWN
The Town of Oakland, Maryland would
eventually become Garrett County’s 20th
century seat of government. However, it was
first surveyed and settled in the earlier part of
the 19th century. The official town was not laidout until 1849, two years before the B&O
Railroad arrived in 1851. Once the railroad
reached Oakland, it became a boom town and a
station was soon established. The Oakland
Railroad Station is still a landmark historic site
SOURCE: Historic photograph “Oakland Train Station” J. G.
today. Oakland officially incorporated in 1862
Farrell Railroad Collection; Garrett County Historyjust after the start of the Civil War. The railroad
Homepage (http//www.marylandfamilies.com/).
allowed Oakland, and many other towns along
its routes, to grow and prosper through the late 1800s into the early 1900s. With the rise of the coal
31

Garrett Heritage Plan, 2-8.
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industry in neighboring Pennsylvania and West Virginia, the railroads had become an important link for
fueling the country with new energy resources. Coal still travels a similar route through Oakland today,
as it has done since the early 20th century.
Oakland still has a well-developed historic downtown. Shops line the streets, just as they did in the 19th
century, and provide for the daily needs of residents and visitors alike. Banks, restaurants, a post office,
and even a five and dime store were all located along Oakland’s historic main streets. The current
Garrett County Courthouse was constructed during the turn of the century, between 1907 and 1908. It
is located atop “Courthouse Hill” and was constructed in the Neoclassical style. The Courthouse was
designed by J. Riley Gordon, a prominent New York architect.32

1.8: THE RISE OF THE RESORT TOWN
By the late 19th century, the railroad
brought an unexpected industry to Garrett,
the “Mountain Resort Getaway.” The
Industrial Revolution was creating a degree
of wealth not previously seen in the area. It
allowed for the middle classes to enjoy
more leisure time. Like the great lake camps
of New York’s Adirondack Mountains,
Garrett County served a similar role for
Maryland. By the late 1800s, passengers
could board a train in nearby urban areas
and vacation in the lush mountains and
valleys of Garrett County. The combination
of natural beauty, crisp mountain air, and
clean water brought many travelers to the area and led to the creation of Garrett’s resort towns. It also
marked the “last wave of major immigration into the county” from 1850 to approximately 1920.33
SOURCE: Historic photograph “Inside the B&O Passenger Car” J. G.
Farrell Railroad Collection; Garrett County History-Homepage
(http//www.marylandfamilies.com/).

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF GARRETT COUNTY’S RECREATION AND RESORT INDUSTRY
Deer Park: The most popular of all of Garrett County’s resort areas was Deer Park. It was located
approximately five miles from Oakland. Deer Park was the first of Garrett’s summer resorts, built by the
B&O Railroad on the summit of the Allegheny Mountains some 2,800 feet above sea level.34 John Work
Garrett maintained a residence in the area, as did many other wealthy and prominent people of the day.
The most famous historic site in the area was the Deer Park Hotel, a “Swiss alpine-style” building

32

Ibid, 11.
Garrett County Heritage Plan, 2-9.
34
Albert Feldstein, Postcard History Series: Garrett County, 57.
33
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constructed in 1872 “under the watchful eye of John Work Garrett.”35The Deer Park Hotel officially
opened in 1873 with 104 rooms, a parlor, dining room, reading room, as well as a laundry, bakery,
kitchen, and servant’s quarters.36 Later additions included a billiards room, four bowling alleys, two
swimming pools, a music pavilion, tennis courts, and a golf course. The Hotel was so successful that later
additions doubled its size until it became a sprawling resort complex. The stock market crash of 1929,
combined with dwindling patronage and the onset of World War II, caused a decline. The hotel would be
demolished in 1942 for its lumber.37 During its heyday, however, the Deer Park Hotel hosted Presidents
Ulysses S. Grant, Benjamin Harrison, Grover Cleveland, James Garfield, and William McKinley.
The Town of Deer Park was incorporated in the 20th century, and many fine cottages and summer
houses still exist from the resort period. The Deer Park Hotel’s “Cleveland Cottage” was named for
President Grover Cleveland, who spent his honeymoon in the area.38 Pennington Cottage, now the Deer
Park Inn, was built by a Baltimore architect working for the B&O Railroad. “Boiling Spring,” located in the
Deer Park area, “was developed by the B&O Railroad in 1873 as one of the finest natural springs in the
country.”39 The spring is the “original source” for Deer Park Water, which is still sold in stores today.40
Mountain Lake Park: In 1881, four businessmen from Wheeling West Virginia purchased 800 acres
between Oakland and Deer Park. They established a Methodist resort founded on Christian principles
and modeled after Chautauqua Lake in New York.41 The purpose was to train ministers, educate lay
leaders of the church, and enjoy the relaxation offered by the scenic pastoral environment of Garrett
County.42
The “Mountain Lake Park Christian Resort” would later become the Town of Mountain Lake Park, which
was “laid-out” in 1882 and later incorporated in 1931. Unlike nearby Loch Lynn Heights, the sins of vice,
including dancing, drinking, and gambling, were forbidden.43 Along with the Town of Oakland, Mountain
Lake Park boasted many of Garrett County’s most important Victorian structures. This included inns,
hotels, homes, cottages, and rest homes, some of which still exist today. The most prominent sites and
structures included the Mountain Lake Hotel, the Mountain Lake Park Assembly Hall, and the Bashford
Amphitheater (1899). The Amphitheater had a seating capacity for 5,000 people and hosted many
famous people of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, including William Howard Taft, William
Jennings Bryan, and Mark Twain.44 It was razed in 1946.Like the Amphitheater, unfortunately many of
Mountain Lake Park’s important historic structures have been lost to time, having been burned or
destroyed in the latter part of the 20th century.
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Loch Lynn Heights: Loch Lynn Heights was originally founded in 1882, developed in 1894, and
incorporated in 1896 by an official act of the Maryland Legislature.45 It was the antithesis of Mountain
Lake Park. An old saying in Garrett County states, “If you want to sin, go to Loch Lynn, but for Jesus’
sake, go to Mountain Lake.”46 Loch Lynn Heights catered to those who wanted to indulge in the sinful
pastimes of the day, including dancing, billiards, and gambling. The Loch Lynn Heights Hotel and its
Casino were among the earlier and more important structures in the town. The original hotel was
destroyed by fire in 1918 and the Casino building was demolished in 1987.47

1.9: THE MODERN ERA
The modern era ushered in the “Industrial Revolution,” a new
wave of European immigration, the Roaring Twenties, and the
growing prominence of the United States as a world power. It
also witnessed the stock market collapse of 1929 and the
ensuing Great Depression, as well as two world wars, increasing
racial tensions, and the beginnings of a massive cultural
revolution that would spread throughout the nation in the
1960s and 1970s.
Garrett County also changed as an uncertain future lay ahead in
the years following the turn of the century. The railroad was
slowly being replaced by the automobile, and traditional
industries, such as lumbering and mining, were on the decline.
This period provided a new milestone in the county’s historical
development, as the region transitioned away from resourcebased industries toward resource conservation and tourism.
Particularly, conservation efforts would mark the county’s
future as a vacation destination.
RESOURCE-BASED INDUSTRIES

SOURCE: Albert Feldstein, Postcard
History Series: Garrett County.

Kitzmiller and Rural Villages: By the early 1900s, lumbering and coal mining had reached their heights.48
Saw mills were constructed and many small towns and villages formed around resource-extraction
locations. This included Kitzmiller, Bloomington, Crellin, Jennings, and Hutton.49 Timber was rough sawn
and shipped to areas outside the county.50 However, by 1915, much of the old-growth forests had been
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cut down and the industry was on the decline.51 Coal mining also began to decline as an industry in the
early 1920s.
The first major commercial coal mining operation opened in Bloomington as far back as 1876.52 Coal
slowly replaced lumber as the county’s primary commodity for shipment and coal mining towns were
created. Many of the older milling towns would become coal towns such as Kitzmiller. “Coal was a
dominant economic force, powering the nation’s growing industrial base through the early 1900s.”53 In
particular, Kitzmiller, and the neighboring rural village of Shallmar, epitomized the rise and fall of the
lumber and coal industries in Garrett County. The great flood of 1924 ruined the town as the Potomac
River “washed out” the valley. The flood destroyed the coal mining industry and remnants of its
destruction are still evident today. Many local landmarks, including the old Maryland Theater, were
razed as part of Maryland’s early “flood-control construction efforts.”54 However, the old Kitzmiller
historic “Post Office” still stands on higher ground as a testament to the town’s prosperous past.
GARRETT COUNTY WHERE EAST MEETS WEST
In the past, Garrett County’s natural resources
were the delight of residents and visitors alike.
Investment by the State of Maryland and local
residents preserved many of these natural
treasures, which are still enjoyed in our modern
time. These natural wonders formed an intricate
web of scenic areas within the county, playing
important parts in its history. Notable persons of
the 20th century, such as Henry Ford, Thomas
Edison, Harvey Firestone, and President Calvin
Coolidge camped in the wilds of Garrett County
between 1918 and 1921.55
Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Harvey Firestone, and
President Coolidge camping near Swallow Falls.

Garrett’s Natural and Scenic Wonders:Much of
SOURCE: Albert Feldstein, Postcard History Series: Garrett
Garrett County’s landscape and natural wonders
County.
were the result of formations created during the
last Ice Age. Most important, Garrett County marks a portion of the “Eastern Continental Divide” at
Meadow Mountain, which runs through the county for some 43 miles.56 “All rainfall, runoff, streams and
rivers on the western side drain into the Youghiogheny River, then the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and
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onto the Gulf of Mexico” whereas “drainage on the eastern side flows to the Potomac River and then to
the Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean.”57
Swallow Falls, now a Maryland State Park, is located near the Town of Oakland along the Youghiogheny
River. This natural wonder is one of Garrett County’s most treasured sites. According to Albert L.
Feldstien in his book, Garrett County – Postcard History Series: “As legend has it, Swallow Falls received
its name from pioneer days, when great flocks of cliff swallows dwelled here. Maryland’s forestry
program began here in 1906 when two brothers from Baltimore, John and Robert Garrett, grandsons of
John Work Garrett, donated nearly 2,000 acres of forest to the state.”58
Located in Garrett State Forest near Swallow Falls is Sentinel Rock. Sentinel Rock is sometimes called the
“Devil’s Tea Table.”59 The high vantage of Sentinel Rock allowed for visitors to see the Youghiogheny
River and the surrounding forested landscape for miles. Muddy Creek Falls also is located near Swallow
Falls within the State Park. “At 54 feet, it is the largest free-falling waterfall in Maryland.”60
Herrington Manor Park, located within Garrett State Park, was dedicated in 1964. The park was named
for Abijah Herrington, a Revolutionary War soldier who settled in Garrett County following the war.61
The park was built in 1933 by the Civilian Conservation Corps under Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s “New
Deal” to combat the Great Depression. It includes a 53-acre lake and a three-bay bathhouse constructed
on the foundations of the old manor house.62
The modern-day Savage River State Forest hosts the “Governor Thomas Scenic Overlook.”63 Francis
Thomas was governor of Maryland from 1842 to 1845. Thomas died in Garrett County after moving to
the area for retirement. He was killed by a train while crossing the railroad tracks of the B&O line near
his home in 1876.64 The modern-day Savage River Lodge is nestled in this state forest, surrounded by
scenic landscapes, old-growth forests, and natural trails and waterways.
The Little Savage Mountain has an elevation of 2,817 feet. Backbone Mountain has an elevation of 3,095
feet. Located on the same mountain range, Hoye Crest, named for a significant Garrett County historian
Charles Hoye, has an elevation of 3,360 feet and is the highest point in Maryland.65 Eagle Rock, located
southeast of the Town of Deer Park, has an elevation of 3,160 feet. The height provides a “panoramic
view of the surrounding countryside.”66The Cove, along the present-day Oakland Road, is located near
Keyser’s Ridge. This ridge has an elevation of 2,800 feet to 3,100 feet. It provides one of the most
picturesque views of the surrounding countryside in the county. Scenic farms and well-tended fields
show how man and nature worked together to produce unparalleled beauty.67
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DEEP CREEK LAKE
Deep Creek Lake, located near McHenry, Maryland, is a
man-made body of water that was created in the 1920s to
provide hydro-electric power to the region. “In 1921, the
Youghiogheny Hydro-Electric Corporation, a subsidiary of
the Pennsylvania Electric Corporation of Johnstown, was
granted the right by the State of Maryland to investigate
the possibilities of utilizing the Youghiogheny River and its
tributaries for the purpose of generating electricity.”68
Construction began on a dam in 1923 and by 1925 the lake
area had begun to fill, creating Deep Creek Lake. When the
historic Town of Selbysport in Garrett County was
completely submerged by the Lake, many historic trails
and landmarks were lost.69 The Deep Creek Lake Bridge
was “fabricated in 1924 by the Bethlehem Steel Company
of Pennsylvania” and still stands today.70
Tourism in Garrett County: Deep Creek Lake is Garrett’s
Dr. Albert Einstein, the famous physicist,
vacationed at the summer home of Dr. Frank M.
primary tourist attraction. It has a 65 miles shoreline and a
Wilson (Deep Creek Lake).
“lake surface of over 3,900 acres.”71 The Lake is
SOURCE: Albert Feldstein, Postcard History
approximately 12 miles long.72 The average depth is about
Series: Garrett County.
27 feet and the maximum depth is 72 feet.73 The summer
surface temperature of the lake is a cool 73 degrees, making it an ideal place to swim, boat, and waterski. During the winter months ice depth reaches approximately 18 inches, which provides for a wide
range of winter sport activities.74
Through the 1940s and 1950s, Deep Creek Lake gained prominence as a popular resort area in
Maryland. Small and historic summer cottages were constructed around the Lake, as residential
development complemented the natural landscape. In time, lake-centered recreation and sports
activities grew along with commercial businesses to support tourists and local residents. Sailing was and
remains a very popular pastime, and Deep Creek Lake gave birth to the “Flying Scot,” a nationally
famous design class.75 The Flying Scot was designed by Gordon “Sandy” Douglass in 1957 and soon the
Gordon Douglass Boat Company was formed in the county.76
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Resort-type businesses soon followed the creation of Deep Creek Lake in the 1950s, including the
original “Will O’ the Wisp” Motel and Resort, the Point View Inn, and later the Village Inn in the 1970s.77
A winter ski area was created in the county by Helmuth Heise in the 1950s.78 It was part of Marsh
Mountain, a local pasture farm converted into a makeshift ski area during the winter months.79 Heise
eventually sold the business, which today is the Wisp Resort at Deep Creek Lake, a four-season
recreational complex and major tourism draw to the area.
THE MODERN HIGHWAY AND ROAD SYSTEM
In the 20th century, Garrett County
would be linked through a government
highway and road system that allowed
for broader access to the area. The new
highway system provided links to the
great transportation routes of the past,
including Braddock’s Road and the
National Road, as U.S. Route 40 was
formed along a parallel path. These new
transportation improvements brought
the county full circle to its very
beginnings and highlighted its important
history as well as its natural scenic
beauty.
Driving for Leisure: Driving for leisure
would transform Garrett County into a
major tourism destination in the later
part of the 20th century. U.S. Route 40
revived interest in both Braddock’s Road
and the old National Road, which linked
SOURCE: Peter Johnston & Associates
the country’s eastern and western lands in
the early 1800s. It created the county’s
modern circulation system and enlivened its tourism industry.
As the motor car moved into full gear, highways and local roads created linkages between Garrett
County’s many historic sites and its natural scenic areas. This transportation system also linked the
county’s historic towns. Automobile transportation opened Garrett County fully to the outside world.
Famous national sites, such as the Casselman River Bridge, could now be viewed, experienced, and
enjoyed by motorists. Access also was provided to resort areas such as Deep Creek Lake and state parks,
77
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which housed many of the county’s natural wonders, such as Swallow Falls. More than anything, the rise
of the automobile, and a fully developed transportation system, allowed Garrett County to experience
renewed economic prosperity in the last half of the 20th century.
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF GARRETT COUNTY IN THE 20TH CENTURY
Garrett County’s significance in the 20th century was two-fold. The county contributed to the industrial
revolution by providing raw material resources such as timber and coal. The county also contributed to
the growing phenomenon of leisure travel. Garrett’s many natural areas and scenic wonders provided
an idyllic place for people to vacation and enjoy the fresh mountain air. This was enhanced with the
development of our nation’s modern transportation system network, which developed after World War
II. In many ways, the highway system opened Garrett County up to a much broader audience in the
outside world and contributed to the revival of the resort-based economy it enjoys today.

1.10: GARRETT COUNTY IN THE 21ST CENTURY
As Garrett County moved into the 21st century, resort complexes at Deep Creek Lake such as Wisp have
become major economic engines for Garrett. In particular, Wisp Resorts offers recreation, facilities, and
services for all four seasons. This includes fishing, boating, sailing, skiing, and swimming. The regional
airport, located in McHenry, Maryland, combined with the county’s major federal and state
transportation routes, provides easy access for visitors.
REBIRTH OF THE TOURISM INDUSTRY
Deep Creek Lake: Some of Deep Creek Lake’s original cottages still exist and are now important historic
sites in the county. The Flying Scot sailboat still sails and races on the lake today. Winter recreation and
sports have been greatly expanded and WISP Resort offers modern skiing facilities and services still
housed on the slopes of Marsh Mountain. Recreation is combined with expanded shopping,
accommodations, and dining experiences in the nearby Deep Creek Lake area.
Deep Creek Lake is further supported by the towns of Accident and Oakland, the county seat. Oakland
offers modern shopping convenience and also provides for specialty shops in its historic downtown.
Nearby Accident offers a local-specialty grocery. This business sells locally produced artisan German
meats and sausages, as well as organic foods. The Drane House (1801) in Accident, one of Garrett’s
oldest historic sites, still stands today and can be visited by tourists.
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The National Road: Along the Old National Road, Towns
such as Grantsville and Friendsville, located on U.S. Route
40 Alternate (near I-68), provided important links to the
past such as the historic Casselman River Bridge (1813).
Spruce Forest Artisan Village, located near Grantsville on
the Old National Road, provides a window into the past. It
is a recreation of early pioneer life in Garrett County and
an important heritage resource where “one may see native
crafts and trades including pottery making, basket
weaving, woodcarving, weaving, painting, stained glass,
SOURCE: Peter Johnston & Associates
and heirloom teddy bear creations.”80 According to the
county’s “Maryland Heritage Area Recognition
Application;” Garrett County Heritage Plan, prepared by the Urban Research and Development
Corporation (URDC) in 2003:“Spruce Forest has preserved the frontier character by collecting and
preserving pioneer log buildings from throughout Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia. A
period-finished log home and school give the visitor a taste of frontier life. Nearby Stanton’s Mill, the
Casselman Bridge, and Drover’s Inn (now the Casselman Inn), with its cast iron road marker, take us back
to the days of the National Road.”81
Tourist Entertainment: In particular, the modern
Town of Oakland not only serves as the county seat
but also a major tourist destination, offering festivals
and entertainment. The town’s traditional and
charming downtown area provides for unique
shopping and dining experiences in the county. The
old B&O Railroad Station is now part of a museum
complex and gift shop. In addition, the Garrett County
Historical Society Museum offers a rare glimpse into
the county’s treasured past.
SOURCE: Peter Johnston & Associates
Shopping and dining experiences in Garrett County add
to the ambiance of the tourism experience. Places such
as the old Pennington Cottage in Deer Park, now the “Deer Park Inn,” provide modern cuisine prepared
by a master French chef. The “Oak and Apple Bed and Breakfast” in Oakland provides a quaint place to
stay and enjoy the neighboring scenery of the county in comfort and style. Combined with a host of
other shops, restaurants, hotels, motels, and B&B’s, Garrett County’s tourism industry is quickly growing
into a mature stage.
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Much of the successful tourism effort in Garrett County is coordinated by the Chamber of Commerce,
which has a large “state of the art” Visitors Center in McHenry, Maryland, near Deep Creek Lake. Efforts
also are supported by local tourism services such as digital information kiosks in most of the major
towns. The continued partnership between Garrett County and its towns with the State of Maryland,
particularly the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, remains vital for the future success of the
Garrett County Heritage Area and the tourism program.
Although, fate and circumstances certainly contributed to the creation and development of Garrett
County, it was the rugged individualism of its settlers that turned this frontier area into a thriving world.
The county’s history is steeped in trials and tribulations from building lasting transportation routes to
the harvesting of natural resources for the advancement of its peoples, the state, and the entire
country. These efforts were all part of the force that created and united a nation and its peoples. Garrett
County is more than Maryland’s western frontier; it is the nation’s gateway to the west, epitomizing
America’s pioneering spirit.
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