GARRETT COUNTY HERITAGE AREA
MANAGEMENT PLAN

3. DEVELOPMENT & LAND USE
DESCRIBING LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS
AND TRENDS IN GARRETT COUNTY

DEVELOPMENT & LAND USE
In terms of planning for and
management of the Garrett County
Heritage Area, the analysis of growth
characteristics, including land use
and development patterns, can
assist in identifying the role of
“Stewardship” for the Garrett
County Heritage Area Management
Plan (Heritage Plan). Stewardship
means the responsible and
sustainable management of
resources in the Heritage Area. This
includes man-made resources with
historic and cultural importance as
well as natural resources. In
SOURCE: Peter Johnston & Associates
particular, land stewardship is
important to preserve the significant natural features and landscapes that provide definition for the
Heritage Area.

3.1: SUMMARY
Garrett’s unique natural features are an important part of its heritage tourism economy. Attitudes
toward preservation and conservation often are reflected in the goals and/or policies established in
government plans and ordinances. Specifically, regulations are critical for review because regulations
implement policies. In regards to stewardship, it is important to review the key growth statistics in
Garrett County as well as the many plans and policies that the county has developed to manage growth
and preserve resources. Plans for review include:
The 2008 Garrett County Comprehensive Plan;
The Garrett County Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations;
The Garrett County - Deep Creek Lake Influence Area Master Plan;
The Garrett County Land Preservation and Parks and Recreation Plan; and
Municipal comprehensive plans, zoning ordinances and subdivision regulations, and community
legacy plans.
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3.2: DEMOGRAPHIC SUMMARY
According to the latest U.S. Census, Garrett County’s population was 29,846 in 2000. Garrett County is
ranked 21st in the state for population growth by the Maryland Department of Planning (MDP). Other
western Maryland jurisdictions include Allegany and Washington counties. Allegany is ranked 23rd for
population growth. Washington indicates the largest amount of growth in western Maryland and is
ranked 13th by the state.
POPULATION GROWTH
Population and Dwelling Unit Projections 2000 to 2030: The 2008 Garrett County Comprehensive Plan
(Comprehensive Plan) indicates that population will increase by approximately 12% from 2005 to 2030,
but housing units will increase approximately 15%. As for location, the Comprehensive Plan states the
following:
1.
2.
3.

The Deep Creek Lake area will absorb approximately 60% of new housing unit growth, compared
to 40% from 1990 to 2005.
Garrett County municipalities will absorb approximately 10% of new housing unit growth,
compared to 13% from 1990 to 2005 (not counting potential annexation).
The remainder of Garrett County will absorb approximately 30% of new housing unit growth,
compared to 45% from 1990 to 2005.

Municipal Growth: It is important to note that the county includes eight towns and 11 rural villages.
Garrett towns account for roughly one-fifth (1/5) of the county’s population (see Table 3-1).
Population trends have been mixed in recent years. Town populations overall increased in the
1990s. Four towns have registered declines since 2000. The county has projected that the towns
will continue to absorb a small share of population growth in the next two decades.

CLASSIFICATION
Population
Accident
1990 Census
349
2000 Census
353
2008 Estimate
382
2013 Projection
384
Change
Accident
1990 – 2000
1.15%
2000 - 2008
8.22%
TOTALS – TOWNS
1990 Census = 6,470
2000 Census = 6,560
2008 Estimate = 6,865
2013 Projection = 6,557
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TABLE 3-1: POPULATION BY TOWN – GARRETT COUNTY, MD 2008
TOWNS
Deer Park Friendsville Grantsville
Loch Lynn Kitzmiller
419
577
616
461
275
405
539
619
469
302
430
546
694
426
263
428
532
736
413
262
Deer Park Friendsville Grantsville
Loch Lynn Kitzmiller
-3.34%
-6.59%
0.49%
1.74%
9.82%
6.17%
1.30%
12.12%
-9.17%
-12.91%
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Mt. Lake Park
2,040
2,248
2,055
2,000
Mt. Lake Park
10.20%
-8.59%

Oakland
1,820
1,930
1,764
1,715
Oakland
6.04%
-8.60%

Change 1990 – 2000 = 4.70%
Change 2000 – 2008 = -4.44%
Source: Claritas, Inc.; Thomas Point & Associates

Garrett County and State of Maryland projections (see Table 3-2) tell a slightly different story than
the projections shown in Table 3-1. The Garrett County Comprehensive Plan projects growth in the
towns and the county as a whole to 2030. This reflects an average annual growth of 138 residents
or roughly 57 new households per year (based on the average household size in 2009 and estimated
at 2.44 persons per household).
TABLE 3-2: POPULATION OF TOWNS AND GARRETT COUNTY, MD 2000, 2005, AND 2030
JURISDICTION (COUNTY)
2000 (CENSUS)
2005 (ESTIMATE)
2030 (PROJECTION)
Garrett County
29,846
29,950
33,400
Unincorporated Areas
22,981
23,310
25,387
JURISDICTION (TOWNS)
2000 (CENSUS)
2005 (ESTIMATE)
2030 (PROJECTION)
Accident
353
340
390
Deer Park
405
392
517
Friendsville
539
518
618
Grantsville
619
593
818
Kitzmiller
302
288
382
Loch Lynn Heights
469
449
475
Mountain Lake Park
2,248
2,164
2,357
Oakland
1,930
1,896
2,446
TOTAL TOWNS
6,865
6,640
8,003
Source: U.S. Census; Maryland Department of Planning; Garrett County

HOUSEHOLD INCOME
As shown in Table 3-3, the distribution of
household income reflects the current
situation in Garrett County as of 2009. The
1990s brought increases in the number of
households with income at the lower level
(under $15,000) and the upper level (over
$50,000) at the end of the income
spectrum.1
In 2007, the most recent year for which
consistent income estimates are available,
Garrett County’s median household income
of $42,041, amounted to approximately
84% of the national household income of
1

Garrett County Community Action Committee
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TABLE 3-3: HOUSEHOLDS BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME
GARRETT COUNTY, MD 2009
INCOME INTERVAL
NUMBER
PERCENTAGE
Less Than $15,000
1,796
15.2%
$15,000 – $24,999
1,495
12.6%
$25,000 – $34,999
1,538
13.0%
$35,000 – $49,999
1,990
16.8%
$50,000 – $74,999
2,353
19.9%
$75,000 – $99,999
1,306
11.0%
$100,000 – $149,999
889
7.5%
$150,000 – $249,000
330
2.8%
$250,000 – $499,999
108
0.9%
$500,000 or More
36
0.3%
TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS
11,841
100.00%
Average Household Income = $55,912
Median Household Income = $43,227
Per Capita Income = $22,723
Source: Claritas, Inc.; Thomas Point & Associates

$50,233 and 62% of the Maryland state figure for household income of $68,080. According to
figures from the U.S. Census Bureau released in December of 2008, approximately 13% of the
county’s population was in poverty (some 3,747 residents), higher than the state average of 8% and
lower than the national figure of 13%.
There has been a dramatic increase in the number of households in the upper-income category,
starting at $75,000. Although the county population was down by almost three hundred, there was
an increase of 99.6% in the number of households with incomes greater than $75,000 between
2000 and 2009. At the same time, the number of households with incomes under $35,000 declined
even more dramatically by 1,392 households. This trend reflects the changes in the county’s
population as more affluence finds its way into Garrett from outside the region(s). Garrett County’s
desirable location as a resort and tourism destination and the focus on good jobs have had an
impact on the county at all levels.
EDUCATION
In the current year 2009, approximately 6% of the county population, age 25 and over, has earned a
master’s, professional, or doctoral degree. Approximately, 8% had earned a bachelor’s degree. The
comparable figures for the United States, as a whole, are 8.9% for the master’s and higher and
15.8% for the doctorate.
RACE AND ETHNICITY
Garrett County has a very homogeneous population with respect to race and ethnicity. In the
county the population is approximately 99% “white alone,” and 0.7% black. The county’s current
estimated Hispanic or Latino population is just 0.5%. The corresponding national figures are: 73%
“white alone,” 12% black, and 15% Latino. The most commonly cited ethnic origin of Garrett
County residents is German, accounting for nearly a fourth of the population (approximately 23%,
or 6,704 residents). More than 96% of residents speak English at home.
AGE
Garrett County’s population is old and getting older, relative to the United States as a whole. In
2000, the median age was 38.2. It increased to 40.1 in just nine years. In 2000, an estimated 15% of
the county’s population was age 65 or older (compared to 11% statewide). This age group is
expected to grow to 27% by approximately 2025. The national median age in 2009 is estimated at
36.7. As an important note in relation to age demographics, according to the Garrett County
Comprehensive Plan, one of the county’s largest employers is health care. In particular, the three
large nursing homes are a reflection of the county’s aging population. In correlation with an aging
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population, the average household size in Garrett County will decrease over the next 20 years from 2.47
persons per household to 2.31 persons per household by 2030.

HOUSING
The number of housing units has increased slightly in Garrett County since 2000 (see Table 3-4). The
quality of the housing stock is good, with approximately 41% of the units having been constructed
in the past 20 years. Most of this growth has occurred in the vicinity of Deep Creek Lake. The vast
majority of housing (78%) is owner-occupied and the distribution of homeowners versus renters has
not changed significantly over the decade. Perhaps the most dramatic changes in the housing
market are apparent in the changes regarding housing values. This is attributed to what is known as
the “Lake Effect,” whereby resort homes are being constructed to accommodate the growing
tourism industry. Perhaps even more interesting is the comparison of housing values between the
western Maryland counties and the state as a whole. There have been enormous gains in housing
values in Garrett County. For example, the average value of a home in 2002 was $259,119
compared to $75,129 in Allegany County, $142,631 in Washington County, and $224,667 for the
entire state.
TABLE 3-4: HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS – GARRETT COUNTY, MD 2000 AND 2009
CLASSIFICATION
2000
2009
Tenure of Occupied Housing Units
Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Total
11,476
N/A
11,841
N/A
Owner-Occupied
8,945
77.95%
9,271
78.30%
Renter-Occupied
2,531
22.05%
2,570
21.70%
Average Length of Residence
14
N/A
12
N/A
Owner Occupied Housing Values
Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Total
8,945
N/A
9,271
N/A
Less than $20,000
425
4.75%
221
2.38%
$20,000 – $39,999
841
9.40%
266
2.87%
$40,000 – $59,999
1,130
12.63%
469
5.06%
$60,000 – $79,999
1,636
18.29%
540
5.82%
$80,000 – $99,999
1,773
19.82%
624
6.73%
$100,000 – $149,999
1,631
18.23%
2,211
23.85%
$150,000 - $199,999
613
6.85%
2,018
21.77%
$200,000 – $299,000
488
5.46%
1,573
16.97%
$300,000 – $399,999
198
2.21%
527
5.68%
$400,000 – $499,999
78
0.87%
287
3.10%
$500,000 – $749,999
63
0.70%
323
3.48%
$750,000 – $999,999
46
0.51%
101
1.09%
$1,000,000 or More
23
0.26%
111
1.20%
Median All Owner-Occupied Housing Value
$84,972
N/A
$157,553
N/A
Housing Units in Structure
Number
Percentage
Number
Percentage
Total
16,761
N/A
18,261
N/A
1 Unit Attached
589
3.51
690
3.78
1 Unit Detached
12,624
75.32
13,817
75.66
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2 or More Units
Mobile Home or Trailer
Median Year Structure Built

1,400
2,116
1975

8.35
12.62
N/A

1,449
2,268
1979

7.93
12.42
N/A

Source: Claritas, Inc.; Thomas Point & Associates

OCCUPATION OF RESIDENTS
There is a broad distribution of occupations in Garrett County (see Table 3-5) with the sales and
service sectors accounting for two of every five jobs. Professional work is important (15% of all
jobs) but is well below the corresponding national figure of 20.3%.
TABLE 3-5: CIVILIAN EMPLOYED POPULATION (AGE 16+) BY OCCUPATION – GARRETT COUNTY, MD 2009
OCCUPATION
NUMBER
PERCENTAGE
Management, Business, and Financial Operations
1,460
10.8%
Professional and Related Occupations
2,033
15.0%
Service
2,419
17.9%
Sales and Office
3,086
22.8%
Farming, Fishing, and Forestry
254
1.9%
Construction, Extraction, and Maintenance
1,924
14.2%
Production, Transportation, and Material Moving
2,354
17.4%
TOTAL
13,530
100.00%
Source: Claritas, Inc.; Thomas Point & Associates

3.3: DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USE SUMMARY
Overall, development in Garrett County includes full-time and part-time residences as well as increased
commercial development. Garrett County’s transition from a rural and natural resource-based economy
to a resort economy has had an impact on land use and development patterns. This is particularly
noteworthy in the Deep Creek Lake area, where a large number of seasonal homes have been
constructed, “almost 4,000 in 2000.”2 Due to the growth in seasonal housing units, the 2008 Garrett
County Comprehensive Plan (Comprehensive Plan) evaluates future growth primarily from the
perspective of housing units, rather than population.3 It is important to note that from a broader
perspective, in regards to state growth as a whole, Garrett County is still rural in nature, being ranked
21st in Maryland for growth by the Department of Planning (MDP).
GARRETT COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT PATTERNS
The Garrett County Subdivision Ordinance (Subdivision Regulations) was first adopted in 1997, long after
most of the state’s jurisdictions adopted subdivision ordinances. This was largely due to the rural
environment in Garrett County and the fact that such regulations were not needed prior to 1997.
2

2008 “Draft” Garrett County Comprehensive Plan; Garrett County Government, Environmental Resources Management – ERM, Whitman
Requart & Associates, Maryland Departments of Planning and Natural Resources; 2008, 2-4.
3
2008 “Draft” Garrett County Comprehensive Plan; Garrett County Government, Environmental Resources Management – ERM, Whitman
Requart & Associates, Maryland Departments of Planning and Natural Resources; 2008, 2-4.
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Between 1997 and 2006, approximately 16,000 acres were subdivided for residential development.
About 40% of all subdivided land was located in the Deep Creek Lake area and 60% in the rest of the
county (almost entirely in rural areas).
From 1997 to 2006, some 1,010 new lots “…were created on over 9,100 acres of rural land at an average
lot size of 9.1 acres, accounting for approximately 57% of all land subdivided during this period.”4 In
addition, the Comprehensive Plan states the following: Garrett County has a large rural land base in
relation to developed land. However, the amount of subdivision and housing development in rural
portions of the county (9,147 acres in 9 years), as well as the way that this development fragments
contiguous resource areas is of concern for its impact on forest and agricultural resources, rural
character, and water resources. 5
Future Land Uses: The County has developed several proposed land use categories to help manage
future growth and development (see Table 3-6). Garrett County does not have zoning outside the Deep
Creek Watershed but does use a Land Classification system to regulate and control subdivision of land
(but not use). The classification system is included as part of the Subdivision Regulations and also serves
to guide decisions concerning community facilities such as public water and sewer.
TABLE 3-6: PROPOSED LAND USES (2008 “DRAFT” GARRETT COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN)
CLASSIFICATION
EXISTING (2005)
PROPOSED
LAND USE CATEGORY
ACRES
PERCENT
ACRES
PERCENT
Rural Resource (RR)
66,489
16
181,761
43
Agricultural Resource (AR)
73,056
17
106,074
25
Lake Residential 1 (LR1)
39,663
10
17,495
4
Lake Residential 2 (LR2)
5,719
1
Rural Development (RD)
361
1
0
0
Rural (R)
221,771
53
88,423
21
Suburban Residential (SR)
6,626
2
4,748
1
Town Residential (TR)
2,412
1
4,842
1
Town Center (TC)
853
1
1,157
1
General Commercial (GC)
2,337
1
1,926
1
Commercial Resort (CR1/CR2))
475
1
483
1
Employment Center (EC)
740
1
1,870
1
Towns
4,847
1
5,131
1
TOTAL
419,630
100
419,630
100
FUTURE GROWTH AREAS
0
0
3,057
1%
Source: 2008 Garrett County Comprehensive Plan.

2008 Garrett County Comprehensive Plan: The Comprehensive Plan:
Significantly expands the Rural Resource areas and the Agricultural Resource areas, primarily by
reclassifying large areas of remaining rural areas to either Rural Resource or Agricultural Resource;
4
5

Ibid, 3-6.
Ibid, 3-6.
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Changes the Remaining Rural classification to Rural;
Expands the growth areas around Friendsville, Grantsville, Loch Lynn Heights, Mountain Lake Park,
and Oakland;
Adjusts land classifications around Oakland and Mountain Lake Park; and
Proposes major changes to the land classifications in the Deep Creek Watershed.
Growth Management for Resource Areas: Nearly 68% of Garrett County is included in the Rural
Resource (RR) or Agriculture Resource (AR) land use areas. Many of the heritage resources in the
Heritage Plan, especially natural and scenic areas, fall within these two land use classifications.
According to the Comprehensive Plan:
RR areas comprise primarily the county’s large and contiguous timber and forest lands. The county’s
intent is for these areas to remain rural and to conserve natural resources, primarily forest and
timber resources, for future generations.”6
AR areas make up approximately 25% of the county. These areas are large and contiguous,
predominantly devoted to agricultural use, whereby it is the county’s intent for these areas to
remain rural to conserve natural and agricultural resources for future generations.7
In AR areas, new residential and other forms of development are permitted, provided rural resources
are protected. Garrett County will continue to support the permanent preservation of these areas for
their natural resources through purchase of development rights or easement acquisition by government
agencies and private organizations. As part of this support, the county will consider using its funds to
supplement state funding through the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF),
which is used to purchase development rights on agricultural lands.8
The Comprehensive Plan further recommends that new residential development in RR and the AR areas
be subject to development standards specifically designed to protect rural resources. This includes
cluster standards intended to conserve contiguous forest and agricultural resources for the protection of
scenic views. This also includes enhancing the quality and extent of open space. Guidance provided in
the Plan includes designing subdivisions in a way that gives highest priority to the protection of
contiguous resources, rather than the location of potential home sites. Resources include farm fields,
forests, scenic views, environmentally sensitive areas, and cultural features such as historic sites.
Growth Management for Ridgeline Development: The Comprehensive Plan recognizes ridgelines as a
sensitive area in need of protection. This has important significance for the Heritage Plan. Ridges
contribute to the aesthetic, scenic, and overall quality and character of the county. They also attract
visitors to Garrett, who are vital to the health of the tourism sector of the local economy.9 Protecting
scenic resources is a primary goal of the “Sensitive Areas Element” in Comprehensive Plan.
6

Ibid 3-12
Ibid 3-12
8
Ibid 3-13
9
Ibid.
7
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Garrett County and its municipalities currently only regulate ridgelines to the extent that wetlands,
steep slopes, and/or habitat of threatened or endangered species occur on-site. Otherwise, ridgelines
are not protected. It is important to note that development on ridgelines outside the Deep Creek Lake
Watershed has changed since 2003, with the proposal of three wind-power projects (clusters of wind
turbines). These wind turbines are over 400 feet high (two on Backbone Mountain and one on Big
Savage Mountain on the Allegany County/Garrett County border). Proposals have focused attention on
the potential for the large-scale use of ridgelines for wind power. Garrett County acknowledges the
potential negative impacts of wind power facilities but also recognizes the potential benefits associated
with “Green Energy” development. The Comprehensive Plan recommends that the county establish a
framework for regulatory control of ridge top development through subdivision, sensitive areas, and
possibly, zoning controls.
Growth Management for Scenic Byways: Recently adopted amendments to the county’s Subdivision
Regulations have added protections for scenic highways. Regulations are applicable to the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The entire length of designated Scenic Byways in the county;
Maryland Route 495 (Bittinger Road) and the entire length of Scenic Byways from I-68 to Maryland
Route 135;
Maryland Route 135 (Maryland Highway) including the entire length from Bloomington to
Oakland;
Maryland Route 38 (Kitzmiller Road) including the entire length from Maryland Route 135 to
Kitzmiller;
Rock Lodge Road from Maryland Route 495 to State Park Road, then through Deep Creek Lake
State Park to Glendale Road;
Oakland to Bittinger via Herrington Manor Road, Swallow Falls Road, Mayhew Inn Road, U.S.
Route 219, Glendale Road, and Rock Lodge Road; and
Grantsville to Bloomington via New Germany Road, Big Run Road, and Savage River Road.

The subdivision of land along these scenic roads requires, to the greatest extent possible, the
preservation of scenic views and rural character in regards to development sites. This includes
adherence to the following design guidelines:
Locating subdivision lots near existing tree-lines or forests or behind natural topographic features;
and
Limiting the removal of existing hedgerows, walls, and trees adjacent to roadways and plant trees
along the roadway to screen or buffer new development, unless trees would block scenic views.10
Growth Management for Deep Creek Lake: The Deep Creek area presents a unique set of issues and
opportunities for growth management in Garrett County. The Comprehensive Plan addresses future
development of this area in a separate master plan concept entitled the Deep Creek Influence Area
10

§ 159.123 Development Abutting Scenic Byways, Garrett County Subdivision Regulations, June 2010
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Master Plan.11 According to the Plan, development of the Deep Creek Lake area will have “…a direct
impact on the environmental and visual resources of Deep Creek Lake” as well as impacts on the
facilities, services, and infrastructure provided to serve area residents and visitors.12
The Deep Creek Lake Watershed is approximately 40,937 acres with the proposed impact area covering
some 43,407 acres, including the entire watershed and other areas outside the watershed (parts of the
Youghiogheny and Bear Creek Watersheds).13 The Plan also identified 19 sub-watersheds that will be
affected. The Deep Creek Lake Influence Area is projected to experience growth through 2030. This
includes 4,050 new housing units.14 This equates to approximately 175 housing units processed per year.
In addition to new residential growth, the county projects more than one million square feet of new
businesses, both commercial and retail development, to serve the Influence Area.
Among other things, the Comprehensive Plan recommends a specific scenic protection area for Deep
Creek Lake (see maps below).15 Amendments to the Deep Creek Lake Zoning Ordinance added a “Deep
Creek Lake Scenic Protection Overlay District.” As stated in the purpose of the scenic overlay district,
“the ridges and crests surrounding Deep Creek Lake create a series of scenic views from the lake and
shoreline. The Scenic Protection District is an overlay district intended to preserve views of these
features and thereby protect the natural beauty of the area.” 16

3.4: MUNICIPAL LAND USE AND MANAGEMENT
Garrett County expects 13% of all new housing units, and nearly a third of all year-round population
growth, to occur in the towns. As in the county, the policies and regulations established in municipal
plans and ordinances play an important role in land use, development, and resource preservation. All
municipalities in the Garrett County Heritage Area are Target Investment Zones (TIZ’s) in the Heritage
Plan (see Chapter 6: Heritage Area Boundaries). These are places where capital funding for projects will
be concentrated. They also are Priority Funding Areas (PFA’s) in the State of Maryland, which can assist
in leveraging funding for Heritage Area projects.
MUNICIPAL PLANNING AND HERITAGE-RELATED INITIATIVES
Recent municipal plans have been prepared for Garrett towns, including Comprehensive Plans
(2009/2010) and community legacy plans (2004). Town plans and ordinances set the overall policy
framework in municipalities for decisions about such things as appropriate land uses and capital
projects. They also provide a window into the thoughts and designs of towns in regards to heritage
11

2008 “Draft” Garrett County Comprehensive Plan, 4-1.
Ibid.
13
Ibid.
14
Ibid, 4-7.
15
Ibid, 4-25.
16
Chapter 157 Article 4, Overlay Districts, § 157.036. Deep Creek Lake Scenic Protection Overlay District, Deep Creek Lake Zoning Ordinance,
June 2010.
12
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preservation and tourism. It is important to note that each town in the county has goals, objectives, and
recommended actions in relation to heritage preservation and tourism. Universal recommendations in
all the municipal plans (Comprehensive Plans and/or community legacy plans) indicate the recognition
on the part of local governments that more must be done to sustain the intrinsic characteristics of
heritage resources by developing the following:
1.
2.
3.

Historic district design guidelines to assist property owners in proper rehabilitation;
New infill and redevelopment construction guidelines to protect historic resources; and
A façade grant program for property improvements in the commercial district aimed at retaining
historic features.

The following summarizes relevant municipal heritage-related policies:
Town of Accident: The Town of Accident is the location of one of Garrett County’s most important
historic and cultural sites, the James Drane House (circa 1800). This is one of the oldest existing
structures in Garrett from its early pioneering days in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Accident
also boasts many historic structures in the older parts of town, including some located along Maryland
Route 219. Town policies indicate that the development of businesses for tourists represent
opportunities on which the community can capitalize. This includes businesses such as bed and
breakfasts and specialty shops that complement the town’s heritage, and the Drane House as an
attraction in the Heritage Area.
Land use policies include protecting the integrity of the historic character and fabric of the town as a
guide for future development, including the maintenance of historic structures for future generations.17
To achieve these policies, the Accident Comprehensive Plan recommends that the town:
Explore the possibility of applying for historic district status with the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP).
Consider design standards based on National Park Service standards for the rehabilitation of historic
structures to help property owners protect the long term integrity of historic buildings, especially in
the town center district located along Route 219.
Work with Garrett County and local farmers to take part in farmland preservation programs.
Work with Garrett County to limit development on the hillsides and farmlands that surround the
town to preserve scenic vistas.
Work with the Maryland Environmental Trust (MET) and local trusts to acquire donated
conservation easements that preserve scenic corridors, views, and gateways.
The Accident Community Legacy Plan (Accident CLP), adopted in 2004, established a specific town goal
of promoting the town’s heritage. The Accident CLP includes specific actions to address the preservation
of historic resources in the community. As stated in the CLP, “Accident is one of the oldest communities
17

Volume 2, Comprehensive Plan, Town of Accident, 2009, pg 9.
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in the county and region, it has a story to tell that many tourists will find interesting. This story cannot
be told, however, if the historic buildings and resources are not preserved.”18 The following are among
the specific actions from the CLP:
Surveying the community to determine whether a National Register nomination for Historic District
status is feasible and appropriate;
Developing historic district design guidelines to assist property owners in the proper rehabilitation
of their buildings; and
Developing new infill and redevelopment construction guidelines to ensure compatible
development and redevelopment in the historic core.
Town of Deer Park: The “Land Use Element” of the Deer Park Comprehensive Plan establishes a goal of
protecting the historic character of the town as a model for how new areas should develop over time.
Town policy clearly indicates that historic Deer Park should be maintained for future generations and
tourism opportunities should be developed and marketed. In addition, the “Community Facilities
Element” expresses the sentiment that “…the culture and history in Deer Park, expressed in its physical
town design and historic structures, are central to community life.”19 This includes promoting the town
square as a gathering place for the community. The Comprehensive Plan includes several recommended
actions for the Town of Deer Park to pursue to realize its goals and implement policies, including:
Applying for historic district status with the NRHP for the town square area;
Adopting a building code to prevent the further loss of historic structures and reduce the incidence
of blighted structures;
Adopting design guidelines for the restoration of historic structures in conjunction with adopting a
zoning ordinance;
Enhancing the central town square in front of the municipal building as described in the town’s
Community Legacy Plan;
Ensuring improvements are made to the town square, as described in the Community Legacy Plan;
Facilitating streetscape improvements along Main Street, as described in the Community Legacy
Plan;
Developing marketing materials and walking tours for the historic and cultural features of Deer Park,
including Flying Scot boat manufacturing, the Deer Park Inn, and Deer Park Spring Water; and
Working with Garrett County’s Economic Development Department to establish another bed and
breakfast location in Deer Park.
Developing and promoting Deer Park’s heritage also is a central goal of the Deer Park Community Legacy
Plan (Deer Park CLP). It is the town’s vision that, “…visitors enjoy the recreational amenities and history
associated with the town.”20 The CLP outlines several actions for the town to assist in realizing this

18

Community Legacy Strategic Plan: Accident, Maryland, 2004, pg 24
Volume 2, Comprehensive Plan, Town of Deer Park, Maryland, pg 17.
20
Community Legacy Strategic Plan: Deer Park, Maryland, 2004, pg 16.
19
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vision and developing tourism attractions and promotions around the community’s heritage by
developing:
A joint promotion with Flying Scot Boats to host facility tours;
An annual “Deer Park Water” festival as a new county attraction; and
An interpretative exhibit of the Deer Park Inn on the Hotel Road site.
Town of Friendsville: The Town of Friendsville’s position on the importance of historic resources is
expressed in the 2009 Friendsville Comprehensive Plan. These sentiments are summarized in specific
policy statements such as:
The integrity of the historic character and fabric of Friendsville is protected for future generations.
The cultural and historic resources in Friendsville are central to community life.
Friendsville is a town known for tourism and hospitality to visitors.
The historic character and structures in Friendsville are preserved for future generations.
Historic properties in Friendsville are well-maintained.
Historic structures in Friendsville, such as the historic mill building and the Friend Family Museum
are preserved and restored, if feasible.
Future development in and around Friendsville does not disturb the scenic vistas that are a part of
town's character.
Friendsville is actively promoted as a location rich in tourism opportunities.
Friendsville capitalizes on opportunities provided by proximity to the Youghiogheny River, Deep
Creek Lake, and other county attractions.
Friendsville’s Comprehensive Plan outlines a number of implementation actions that address the
preservation of historic resources as follows:
Explore design standards for the rehabilitation of historic structures to help property owners protect
the long term integrity of historic buildings;
Work with the Maryland Historic Trust to determine eligibility for the listing of structures on the
NRHP and apply for historic district status;
Amend the zoning ordinance to ensure scenic areas are protected; and
Survey and prepare a National Register nomination for Historic District status for the town center.
It seems premature to assess progress on implementation actions as the Comprehensive Plan was only
recently adopted in 2009. However, the Plan does indicate a willingness on the part of Friendsville
officials to explore more rigorous design guidance for the protection of significant historic resources as
well as an emphasis on heritage tourism development.
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The Friendsville Community Legacy Plan (Friendsville CLP) contains a number of recommendations that
address the preservation of historic resources. These include surveying the community and preparing a
National Register nomination for Historic District status as well as developing:
Historic district design guidelines to assist property owners in the proper rehabilitation of their
buildings;
New infill and redevelopment construction guidelines including amending the zoning ordinance; and
A façade grant program for property improvements in the historic and commercial districts.
Town of Grantsville: The Grantsville Comprehensive Plan establishes several goals and policies that
underscore the town’s desire to preserve significant cultural, historic and natural resources. These
include:
Community Character - Preserve the town’s historic character.
Physical Environment - Preserve the historic character of Grantsville as a guide for development and
protect the Casselman River and its tributaries from the negative effects of development along the
river bank.
Economic Development - Increase tourism by expanding existing historical sites such as Penn Alps,
developing water power for Stanton's Mill, and attracting more antique and craft shops.
Land Use and Growth Management – Ensure the continuance of the town’s traditional character,
including its historic sites and structures for future generations to enjoy.
The Comprehensive Plan recommends the following implementation actions to achieve the goals and
policies described above by:
Adopting a “Historic Resource Preservation Overlay District” in the areas designated for historic
resource preservation on the town’s Comprehensive Plan Map;
Applying for historic district status with the National Register of Historic Places;
Requiring that the rehabilitation of historic structures conform to the general design of existing
buildings in the community for height, set back, size, and materials;
Pursuing a program to purchase properties in disrepair and rehabilitate the site and or structure for
commercial or residential investment; and
Adopting design standards for new and infill development, which are consistent with the height,
setbacks, size, scale, and character of existing areas of the town.
The Comprehensive Plan suggests targeting efforts toward the most highly visible buildings in
Grantsville, where positive change will be most noticed. This includes working with the Maryland
Historical Trust and Local organizations to provide information to property-owners on the proper
methods to rehabilitate and maintain older buildings. Regarding the topics of revitalization and
economic development, the Grantsville Comprehensive Plan states that the downtown has great
potential. However, no single strategy may bring overwhelming success. Instead, the town advocates
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many different types of conjunctive efforts that may be needed. The Plan notes that “great success has
been experienced by communities following the recommendations of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation.” Grantsville's Downtown revitalization effort should encourage the rehabilitation of
historic architecture and the establishment of a Historic District and Commission to oversee
preservation efforts.”21
Town of Kitzmiller: Both the Kitzmiller Comprehensive Plan and Community Legacy Plan (Kitzmiller CLP)
include the preservation and enhancement of historic resources as an important goal. This reflects the
town’s desire to ensure that historic structures are maintained for future generations. A related goal of
the Kitzmiller CLP is to develop and promote recreation and heritage tourism opportunities in the town.
Specifically, the Comprehensive Plan outlines a number of action strategies for implementation to
achieve municipal goals including:
Applying for historic district status with the National Register of Historic Places;
Adopting a building code to prevent the loss of historic structures and reduce the incidence of
blighted structures; and
Pursuing the infill development opportunities outlined in the Community Legacy Plan.
Town of Loch Lynn Heights: Loch Lynn Heights has many aspirations, as the other towns in Garrett
County, which is reflected in the3 2004 Loch Lynn Heights Community Legacy Strategic Plan.
Recommendations include:
Design guidelines to assist property owners in the proper rehabilitation of their buildings;
New infill construction guidelines and an amended zoning ordinance; and
A façade grant program for property improvements in the commercial district.
Mountain Lake Park: A goal in the draft Mountain Lake Park Comprehensive Plan is the preservation of
the town’s historic character. This establishes a policy to maintain resources for future generations.22
The Comprehensive Plan also recommends the town develop design guidelines for the restoration of
historic structures. Similar recommendations are found in the Mountain Lake Park Community Legacy
Plan. These recommendations include:
A historic landmark commission to seek Certified Local Government designation; and
Formal design guidelines for the restoration of the homes and cottages in the National Register
district.
Town of Oakland: In a recent survey conducted as part of the Oakland Community Legacy Plan (Oakland
CLP) process, residents listed “historic resources” as a town strength and heritage tourism as an
21
22

2009 Town of Grantsville Comprehensive Plan, pg 73
Simply entitled, Mountain Lake Park, Maryland
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opportunity. These sentiments are reflected in the Oakland Comprehensive Plan, wherein the town has
established the following policies and recommendations:
Ensure town land use regulations facilitate, rather than discourage, the preservation of scenic,
historic, and cultural resources;23 and
Commit to the preservation of Oakland’s unique heritage.
Oakland has many unique historic structures, including the Baltimore & Ohio Trail Station and Museum.
The town’s Comprehensive Plan states that it “will continue to preserve its historic resources and
continue to promote them.”24 Oakland also is a National Register Historic District, which was listed in
1984. It is located in the older section of town in the central downtown area. The district includes 206
buildings of various types, periods, materials, and designs. Property owners who invest in the
rehabilitation of buildings are eligible to claim a 20% federal and a 25% state tax credit, based upon the
total project cost. The former 2002 Oakland Comprehensive Plan recommended that the town adopt a
Subdivision Ordinance. As envisioned, the Subdivision Ordinance, “…like the zoning ordinance should be
used as a means for preserving the unique small town character and heritage of Oakland, and ensuring
compliance with the Governor's Smart Growth Initiative.”25 Oakland has not yet implemented this
recommendation.
The Oakland CLP establishes as a main goal the continued, “…revitalization of the downtown in a
manner consistent with the small town historic charm of the community.”26 As one way to advance this
goal, the Oakland CLP recommends developing context sensitive façade guidelines based on the
National Park Service’s Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings along with a façade grant program. The Oakland CLP also suggests that
the town take steps to further enhance its historic district by participating in the Certified Local
Government program, run by the Maryland Historical Trust. Under this program, municipalities can
apply for special grants (Certified Local Government Sub-grants) to support historic preservation if the
following activities are conducted:
Establish and maintain a qualified historic preservation commission;
Enforce local legislation for the designation and protection of historic properties;
Maintain a system for the survey and inventory of historic properties; and
Provide for public participation in its activities.
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2002 Comprehensive Plan, pg 42.
Ibid, pg 46.
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Community Legacy Strategic Plan: Oakland, Maryland, 2004, pg 19.
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