ARBORLAND MONTESSORI CHILDREN’S ACADEMY
Developing Future Leaders

A

rborland Montessori Children’s Academy
cultivates future leaders by applying and
teaching the Montessori Method of Education

– an innovative, child-centered approach to education
developed by Dr. Maria Montessori. Arborland is one
school with two campuses in Fullerton—one on Hughes
Drive and the other on Valencia Drive. However, the
faculty, students and parents all function as one community. The curriculum stems
from an educational philosophy that encourages teachers to “follow the child” and
promotes self-discovery and independent learning among the students.

“Every child is born with a special
talent,” explains Arborland
Principal, Dr. Sueling Chen. “Our
job as educators is not to decide
what the talent is, but to develop
that strength to benefit society.”
Dr. Chen’s extensive educational
background, including a Doctorate
in Education from USC, has
strengthened her knowledge
of learning. This, together with
her experiences in teaching and
parenting, allows her to serve
well in her position and better
understand the perspectives of
the educators and parents of
Arborland students.
“The name, Arborland, is
significant to the school’s
goal of encouraging growth
and development,” explains
Dr. Chen. “Arbor relates to the
growing of trees, which holds
many similarities to human

development,” she continues. “You
just have to trust that you give [the
students] all the ingredients they
need and they will grow well. It
shows that education is nonstop.
Learning is nonstop.”

“Every child is born
with a special talent.
Our job as educators
is not to decide what
the talent is, but to
develop that strength
to benefit society.”
- Dr. Chen
The Montessori Method differs
from traditional schooling. Rather
than educating through lectures,
the focus is placed on hands-on

learning and self-directed activity.
The teaching philosophy
applied at Arborland focuses on
giving children opportunities,
experiences, and feelings of
love and appreciation to inspire
confidence that prepares them
to be independent and respectful
adults. The school offers
programs for toddlers through
sixth graders. An infant program
is scheduled to be introduced in
fall 2019.
“It is our belief that each child is
a unique individual with their own
special needs and background,
and should be recognized as
someone special,” explains Dr.
Chen. “In order for the child
to grow and learn, they must
first feel safe, accepted and
competent in an environment that
is encouraging, nurturing, and
supportive as well as challenging.”

Arborland Montessori has two locations in Fullerton. Pictured above is the entrance of the Hughes Campus.

Students learn in multi-age groups that
follow their mental level–ages three
to six, ages six to nine, and ages nine
to twelve. The three-year cycles intend
to mirror society as students follow a
three-period lesson plan that can be
applied to most everything: first to see,
next to do, and finally to teach.
Children first witness a procedure being
done by someone else, a process of
indirect, yet dynamic learning. Second,
they complete the task, experiencing
it for themselves. And third, they take
on a leadership role by taking the
knowledge they learned and passing it
on to another individual.

First grader learns to skip count by multiples of seven with Montessori materials.

By sharing classroom space and
grouping the children by age, the
older students take on leadership
responsibilities and become role
models to the younger students.

The school aims
to develop not
only community
leaders, but world
leaders.
At Arborland, the preschool and upper
grade levels maintain a one-to-twelve
teacher-student ratio encouraging
individualized attention and personal
interactions between students and
instructors. Toddlers receive extra care
through interactions at a one-to-six
teacher-student ratio.
The curriculum includes language arts,
math, physical education, science,
social sciences, art, music and
technology. Parents may also choose
to place their children in extracurricular
activities, including more individualized
lessons in swimming, tennis,
gymnastics, dance, art, and musical
instruments – with all activities taking
place on the Arborland campus.

Small classroom sizes provide more opportunities for one-on-one interactions.

Preschooler uses a cylinder block to refine fine motor skills and discover depth.

In addition, the school aims to
develop not only community
leaders, but world leaders through
its Dual Language Program
providing Spanish/English
Dual Language Immersion and
Mandarin Chinese/English Dual
Language Immersion.
Arborland students have achieved
multiple successes, including
a first place win at the Orange
County Department of Education’s
Pentathlon for three consecutive
years. Other unique opportunities
offered have included a summer
trip to China where students
participated in an international
science competition entitled
Global Natural History Day.

Dr. Chen beams with pride when
speaking about her alumni.
Many have gone on to attend
prestigious universities including
Harvard and Yale.
Some alumni work for prominent
companies including Microsoft,
Xiaomi and the New York Times
and others are pursuing careers
as business owners, doctors
and educators. Some who are
pursuing teaching have even
come back to teach at Arborland.
In fact, Dr. Chen has been recently
joined by her daughter, Veronica,
who has taken on the role of
Assistant to the Principal at
Arborland. Veronica Chen began

her education under her mother’s
tutelage at Arborland and later
graduated from Sunny Hills High
School. She went on to receive her
bachelor’s degree from Cornell
University and master’s degrees
from UCLA and USC studying
Teaching and Business.
“We want them to pursue
their interests,” says Dr. Chen.
“Education has to follow the
human development to serve the
purpose. It has to follow the child
to bring the best out of the child.”
For more information on
Arborland Montessori Children’s
Academy, visit their website at
arborland.com. .

To help students gain a global perspective, students learn about different cultures by studying different countries and celebrating their
learning during International Culture Day.

