
Happy New Year! This is the last year that 
we will celebrate being in the teens…Did 
anyone get the chance to re�ect on 2018? 
What would we have changed, what should 
we have changed and are we going to 
change in this year?
�In talking with businesses what I hear is 
“We are going to do more training.” “We 
are going to support the organizations that 
support us.” “We want to be greener.” “We are 
going to advertise di�erently.” “We are going 
to communicate more e�ectively.”� What I 
wanted to hear is, “We are going to do as 
much business as we can locally.” The reason 
for me wanting to hear businesses say that is 
because that is what they expect from their 
customers. It’s only natural that they would 
hold themselves to the same standard….
right?
Being the Band of Locals President for the 
last few years it’s important that I walk the 
walk if I talk the talk. Brian and I were able 
to purchase everything for Christmas in 

our Community. JC Penney’s, The Blue Cow, 
Schuberg’s Bar…have you seen their new 
hats, sweatshirts and t-shirts? Really cool! 
We also shopped locally at Golden Visions, 
Three Girls Bakery, Artworks, Serendipity, 
VanDrie Home Furnishings and Menards. 
We had a blast doing it too and it felt good 
because we know the dedication behind the 
smiling faces. It was easy �nding what we 
wanted, because our community supports 
those businesses and that makes it easier to 
�ll their shelves with what we all want.
�Brian and I get our gas at Currie’s because 
you will always be entertained and if you’re 
lucky they might even come out and help 
you �ll your tank….especially if you have 
a puzzled ‘I don’t know what I am doing’ 
expression on your face like I often do when 
I �ll up my car and try to push the right 
buttons and then pull out the nozzle so 
it comes up with an even number, which 
almost never happens!
�We loved seeing and visiting with our 
community in our own shop too. It felt good 
to be supported. It was nice to be part of so 
many holiday gatherings and being part of 
a holiday tradition. I guess when you have 
been around for 40 years or so that is what 
you become- a tradition and I am thankful 
for that honor.
�Our radio show is every Friday on Sunny 

97.3 at 9:15am and is a perfect example 
of celebrating locally-owned businesses. If 
you go to our Band of Locals Facebook page 
you will see countless videos of past shows. 
They tell you the story about the people 
behind these businesses…their dreams 
and how they give back to their community. 
Giving back to the community is important 
and your locally-owned businesses do that 
even when there are many times they are 
asked to donate from a stranger who has 
never set foot in their business before. Think 
about it…
�2019 is here and I believe if we all stick 
together, work, play, plan and create 
together, our communities are going to even 
be better than they are now and we will 
have fun getting to know one another along 
the way.
�Living in a close knit community we are 
given opportunities to honor businesses and 
people who are an integral part of who we 
are. Dr. John Bailey has been a Band of Locals 
member and longtime chiropractor and is 
retiring this year, selling his practice and if 
we are lucky will stick around so we can talk 
him into volunteering! Seriously, we have 
been blessed to have Dr. John Bailey in our 
community and I am thankful of the many 
times that he straightened my husband 
Brian out when I couldn’t! We wish John a 

happy retirement with grateful hearts.
�Have any of you made any New Year 
Resolutions…..most of my friends 
say getting in shape is one of their top 
priorities. We have three great Band of 
Locals Businesses that are in the business 
of making you look and feel great, and they 
also make you sweat, yes sweat!!!! Give PT 
Plus Physical Therapy and Fitness a call at 
231-592-0027. You also can stop in at the 24 
hour Gym located downtown Big Rapids at 
310 N. Michigan Avenue. It’s called TNT Gym 
and Je� and company will be there to help 
you work out on all kinds of machines that I 
know nothing about. It’s an easy trip up the 
stairs at Artworks to Transformation Fitness 
and Wellness located at 106 N. Michigan 
Avenue. Sue is easy to work with and can 
customize your workout.
�I along with the rest of the Band of Locals 
board would like to wish all of you a healthy, 
happy New Year �lled with blessings and 
the hope that we all get to know each other 
better as we work towards our community 
goals.

Carlleen Rose- 
President of The Band of Locals 
Owner/ The Old Pioneer and Emporium� 
Kilwins Chocolates Big Rapids

Let Your 2019 Adventures Begin!

Happy New Year from The Band of Locals
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It’s hard to believe that 2018 has 
already come and gone, but what an 
exciting year it was!  As we take a brief 
moment to re�ect on a few highlights 
and accomplishments of the Mecosta 
County CVB the �rst one that comes 
to mind is the amazing partnership 
that we have with our friends at the 
Band of Locals.  By working together 
to positively promote and support not 
only our amazing community but also 
with each other, our partnership has 
proven to be a great success for both 
organizations.  From the tourism aspect 
of the Mecosta County CVB of putting 
“More Heads in Beds” to the Band 
of Locals business aspect of putting 
“More Bodies in Businesses,”  working 
together has enabled us to accomplish 
both of our organization’s goals.

As we enter into this new year of 
2019 we are excited to continue 
moving forward with not only our two 
organizations collaborating on events 
and working together on community 
projects but to also work with other 
businesses and organizations within 
Mecosta County that have the same 
positive and supportive outlook for 
each other that we have.  

This past year the Mecosta County 
CVB is proud to have promoted our 
communities’ tourism and recreation 
opportunities with billboards in Grand 
Rapids and Lansing as well as at the 
West Michigan Whitecaps Baseball 
Field.  Tourism has a huge impact on 
not only Michigan’s economy but also 
right here in Mecosta County.  Travel 
Michigan’s Economic Impact Study 
shows that visitation to Michigan 
grew 2.9% at the end of 2017 with 
more than 122 million visitors to our 
state. Their spending also increased by 
4% to close in on $25 million.  Visitor 
spending supported 224,000 jobs, an 
increase of 1.4% with 3,000 more jobs 
than in 2016.  The year’s robust tourism 
activity generated $2.7 billion in state 
and local funds.  We couldn’t be more 
excited than to work in such a great 
industry!

Did you know that the Mecosta County 
CVB promoted over 4,550 community 
events during 2018 on our Community 
Events Calendar at no cost to local 
businesses, groups or organizations. 
Many carried over to other a�liate 
website calendars we partner with such 
as West Michigan Tourist Assoc., Travel 
Michigan (Michigan.org) and MI4fun.  
If you are either hosting or know of 
community event that we may not 
have listed on our calendar please let 
us know by either contacting us directly 
at 1.888.229.4fun or by going onto 

our website at BigRapids.org, going to 
our Community Events Calendar tab 
and then clicking Submit New Event 
in the upper right hand corner of the 
Community Event Calendar page.  It’s 
just that easy and best of all, there is 
no annual membership fee or dues 
required with us to have your event 
listed.   We are here to proudly support 
and to promote Mecosta County and 
all of the amazing tourism activities we 
have here!   

The Mecosta County CVB also hit 
the trails once again, both this past 
and coming year, by partnering and 
renewing memberships with Friends of 
the White Pine Trail, Michigan Outdoor 
News, Michigan Linear DNR State Park 
Guide, Michigan Trails and Greenways, 
MI State CVB Outdoor Recreations 
Organization, Michigan Trails Magazine 
and Michigan DNR Trails and Fishing 
partnership program.

Locally, we not only helped to promote 
but also have helped sponsor the Big 
Rapids Summer Bandshell Concert 
Series, Festival of the Arts, Tuba Bach, 
Morley Celebration on the Pond, Big 
Rapids Summer Fest, FSU Friends & 
Family Weekend and the Veterans Day 
Celebration & Memorial Wall, just to 
name a few.

We also provided numerous Relocation 
Packages to potential new residents 
and Welcome Bags to many conference 
attendees.   We made a lot of great 
and new friends that stopped by the 
Welcome Center for information on the 
area plus activities and happenings.   
The Mecosta County CVB also sta�ed 
the Welcome Center on Saturdays this 
past summer as well.

From outdoor recreation, festivals and 
events to indoor exhibits, meetings, 
shops and more – the Mecosta County 
CVB is here to help you Create Your 
Adventure in the greater Big Rapids 
area!  What’s on the schedule for 2019?  
We will keep you posted in the very 
near future on quite a few new and 
amazing events and partnerships for 
the coming year.  

Looking to keep that ongoing New 
Year’s resolution to get and stay in 
shape while having fun?  Check out 
the great variety of classes o�ered by 
the Big Rapids Parks and Recreation 
Department.  Enjoy Water Aerobics, 
Thai-Chi, Pickle Ball or Line Dancing.  
No matter what your age or your �tness 
level they have an activity for you.  
More details can be found on either 
the Big Rapids City Parks or Recreations 
page at brpr.org or on the Mecosta 
County CVB Community Events 
Calendar at BigRapids.org.

Enjoy a day full of winter fun on 
January 12, from 10:00am-6:00pm at 
Cran-Hill Ranch’s Annual Winterfest.  

Winterfest is a free community event 
located at the Christian based Cran-Hill 
Ranch in Rodney.  Fun for the whole 
family including a free meal served 
from 11:00pm-4:30pm with snacks 
and drinks available for purchase at 
the Barn Store all day.  Free activities 
include;

Tubing Hills – 3 di�erent tubing hills 
to choose from; tubes provided; no 
personal sleds, skis, snowboards, 
etc.  Toddler Sledding Hill (down slip 
& slide hill in sleds provided by the 
Ranch)  Ice Climbing – 30’ ice tower, 
Broomball, Snowshoeing, Ice Skating, 
X-Country Skiing, Pony Rides, Petting 
Farm, Bon�re w/ Marshmallows, Arts 
& Crafts, Game Room plus Tractor 
Drawn Wagon Rides – 4-5 wagons 
running continually during the whole 
event.  More details can be found on 
their website at cranhillranch.com or by 
calling 231.796.7669.

Wheatland Music Organization presents 
a Jamboree at the cabin on January 12 
from 2:00pm-5:00pm.� This informal 
gathering is free of charge and open to 
the public.� Musicians of all levels are 
welcomed (Acoustic only).� For�more 
information call 989.967.8879.

Join Clinton from Red Market in 
downtown Big Rapids on January 
12 from 10:00am-12:00pm for: The 
History of Hemp.  In this class Clinton 
will be talking about one of the most 
signi�cant plants for mankind.�In this 
hour and a half class we will explore 
the history of this dynamic plant, and 
how it has contributed to shaping our 
history, and why it seriously is a cash 
crop for humanity and the future of 
this planet.  To register for the class or 
for more information visit the Red Fox 
Market online at redfoxmarket.com or 
call 231.660.9000.

If you have recently gotten engaged, 
congratulations, and be sure to check 
out the Y102 Bridal Show at the FSU 
University Center on January 14 from 
1:00pm-4:00pm.Visit with over 20 local 
businesses exhibiting, demonstrating 
and sampling their bridal and wedding 
products, services and ideas! Venues, 
caterers, �owers, tuxedos, DJs, 
photographers, cake/cupcake bakeries, 
outdoor tents and much more! Fashion 
shows by America’s Bride and featured 
stage demonstrations thru-out the 
show. Win door prizes - including $102 
cash awarded hourly.  The Y102 Bridal 
Show is sponsored by the Holiday Inn 
Hotel & Conference Center Big Rapids.  
Admission is just $3.00 in advance or 
$5.00 at the door. Visit the Y102 Bridal 
Show page on Facebook, their website 
at: wybr.com or call them directly at 
231.796.7000.

Wheatland Music Organization in 
Remus will be hosting Traditional 

Dances 2018/2019 on�January 19 from 
7:00pm-10:00pm.  Includes contra 
dance and music by Hawks & Owls with 
calling by Polly.  Come with or without 
a partner.  All dances are taught and no 
experience is needed.  Grade and High 
School students are free.  All others are 
just $5.00 each.  Visit them online at 
wheatlandmusic.org or call them at 
989.967.8879.

A Star is Born, staring Lady Gaga and 
Bradly Cooper, will be shown January 
27 at the FSU University Center at 
4:00pm and 7:00pm. Both movie times 
will take place in UC Room 202, Sunday, 
January 27th. No tickets required. We 
can’t wait to see you there.

Before we know it, February will be 
here and the Mecosta County CVB will 
have all of the details for the month-
long Festival of Arts activities and 
classes on our website. We will also 
provide Festival of the Arts booklets in 
the Welcome Center as soon as they are 
available. 

With the beginning of the New Year we 
are also beginning on our new Visitors 
Guide for Mecosta County.  Working in 
collaboration with the Pioneer Group, 
the Mecosta County CVB is developing 
our 2019 Mecosta County Visitors Guide 
highlighting all of the great things to 
Experience, Explore and Enjoy right 
here in our own community.  This 
publication is distributed at numerous 
locations including all MDOT Welcome 
Centers and our new home, the 
Mecosta County Welcome Center.  
The Visitors Guide is also included in 
all relocation packages, area hotels, 
conference and Welcome Bags, FSU 
and numerous trade show including 
Chicago, IL-Novi, MI-Columbus, OH and 
Grand Rapids, MI.   

Advertising in this magazine-quality 
publication can help you attract new 
customers, generate more public 
awareness of your business and put 
your name in front of over 10,000 
potential customers.  We invite you 
to join us in this marketing e�ort to 
bring more tourist dollars to our local 
community and build a better economy 
for all of us in Mecosta County. 

For further information on how you 
can be part of this popular marketing 
tool, please contact Tim Hahn with the 
Pioneer Group at 231.592.8322.

On behalf of the Mecosta County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau and our 
great area lodging facilities we would 
like to wish everyone a safe, prosperous 
and happy New Year.

Connie Koepke – Executive Director 
of the Mecosta County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 
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