WHAT’S HAPPENING September
HELLO SEPTEMBER, HELLO FALL!
WARBA
CVB was able to become a tourism marketing
partner of this amazing state brand for not
only the Spring and Summer seasons but for
this Fall and upcoming winter months as well.
The Mecosta County Convention & Visitors
Bureau has had an amazing and busy summer With the state matching funding program
our $50,000 investment in Pure Michigan, we
this year. We have been able to host and
promote many exciting events and adventures gained a $100,000.00 ad campaign for all of
Mecosta Country.
throughout Mecosta County.
For starters, our strategic investment of
$100,000 in the Michigan’s Dragon Trail Project
will provide both Mecosta and Newaygo
counties endless opportunities in outdoor
recreation on a national level along with
enabling the Mecosta County CVB an amazing
marketing opportunity for our community.
We also are proud to have the distinction of
having the longest of 3 suspension bridges on
the trail being named after our organization.
We partnered with our Mecosta County golf
courses and amazing hotels creating the
GolfBR.org Program. Our local golf program
also allowed us to partner with the Chicago
District Golf Association putting Mecosta
County in front of their over 80,000 members.
Speaking of great partnership, we had an
amazing time bringing back Blues, Brews
& BBQ with our friends from the Big Rapids
Lions Club. The support and participation
was so amazing that we are excited to say we
will be bringing this fantastic event back for
2020. Mark your calendars for Saturday, June
27 as you will be able to enjoy the annual
Big Rapids Air Fest at Roben-Hood Airport
in the morning hours and then beginning in
the early afternoon we will kick off our 2nd
Annual Blues, Brews and BBQ Festival at the
Big Rapids Bandshell.
Our Blues, Brews & BBQ Festival committee
is currently working on next year’s musical
lineup as well as other festival activities. If
you are interested in being a vendor, setting
up a booth to promote your business or would
just like to volunteer, please feel to email us at
assistant@bigrapids.org.
Your trip not only begins at Michigan.org but
at BigRapids.org as well. The Mecosta County

Let’s not forget one our favorite, local
partnerships with our friends of the Band
Of Locals. With the Mecosta County CVB’s
mission of “more heads in beds” and the
Band Of Locals mission of “more bodies in
businesses” we have created an amazing,
combined marketing team!
The Mecosta County CVB was also honored to
have Casey Weed helping us out once again
this summer and keeping the Welcome Center
open for guests and visitors on Saturdays.
Thank you Casey for all of your help! Anyone
needing resources or information on Mecosta
County can always find it at the Mecosta
County CVB office and Welcome Center
Monday through Friday from 9:00am-5:00pm.
During the busier vacation months, June
through August, the Mecosta County CVB
ensured the Welcome Center was staffed and
open from 9:00am-2:00pm to assist summer
vacationers. It’s been a great summer and we
are looking forward to the coming fall season
as well.
Speaking of the Welcome Center, the Mecosta
County CVB and the Mecosta County Area
Chamber of Commerce have made quite a few
improvements in just the past few months as
well. New mulch, an underground irrigation
system and new building signage. Soon to
come – new outside signage. We will keep
you posted on details in the next few weeks.
With the beginning of September and the
onset of the fall season that means it’s time
to celebrate the Annual Wheatland Music
Festival in Remus September 6 through
the 8. Each year, thousands of children and
adults converge on the 160-acre festival
site to enjoy a wide variety of traditional

arts. Festival goers take part in workshops,
demonstrations, dances, and impromptu jam
sessions throughout the site as well as the
stage performances, juried arts and crafts and
a wide variety of food. For more information
on the annual festival along with other classes
and events such as Winter Fest, Traditional Arts
Weekend and MAD Week, visit them online at
wheatlandmusic.org.

being sold in advance for $5.00 each at local
businesses and organizations including the
Mecosta County CVB. Over 30 prizes including
1st Place Prize - $100, 2nd Place Prize - Brand
New in Box Youth Crossbow. Any remaining
ducks can be purchased 8:00am-10:00am the
morning of event at Big Rapids City Hall and
Hemlock Park. Duck Races begin at 10:00am
in Hemlock Park.

WISE (Women’s Information Services) will
host its first annual 5K Fun Run & Walk on
September 7 from 8:30am - 12:00pm at
Northend Riverside Park in Big Rapids. This
is a family friendly event. All proceeds will
benefit WISE and help fund WISE programs.
On-Site Registration is $35. (Cash/Check only)
with students just $15.00 and children under
10 free. Strollers & Wheelchairs Welcome.
All minors must be accompanied by an adult
who is also registered for the event. The
registration fee is a non-refundable gift to
WISE, Inc. in case of withdrawal or cancellation
due to inclement weather. More information
can be found at wiseagainstviolence.org.

Softball Tournament will take place
September 14 & 15 at Vogel Field for all Upper
games and Hemlock Park for all Lower games.
First and Second place teams will receive a
custom made plaque from Lake and Lodge
Realty & Nanos Gifts and Trophies. To register
your team or for more details contact Cody at
231.592.4019.

The Open Arms Child Advocacy Center will
be holding an “Honor the Children” night
of entertainment fundraiser on Friday,
September 13, from 6:00pm-9:00pm at the
Holiday Inn Conference Center. The Open
Arms Child Advocacy Center serves Mecosta,
Osceola, Newaygo and Lake Counties. The
agency’s services are designed to improve the
outcome of child abuse prosecutions and to
minimize the trauma children suffer as a result
of the multiple interviews children often have
to undergo to tell their story. “Performers
from all four counties will provide a night of
entertainment, sure to make you laugh and
cry” states Wendy Samuels, Chair of the Board
of Directors. The evening will also include
a silent auction and raffle. Contact Ann at
openarmscac.com for more details.
Join in the fun, while supporting a great
organization, with the Lucky Duck Races and
Softball Tournament, hosted by Our Brother’s
Keeper Shelter, September 14 and 15. Lucky
Duck Races are September 14 with Ducks

I’ve enjoyed writing this column for the last
year talking about our local businesses and
what they offer to create vibrant communities
with their own uniqueness. I’ve also written
about how our local businesses give back by
supporting charities, schools and the many
activities that create a special signature to
our area.
The Big Rapids community and surrounding
communities stand out with their generosity
for Angels of Action, The Manna Pantry
and dozens of other amazing organizations
that help those less fortunate. There is one
organization though that needs our help
and that is the homeless represented by Our
Brother’s Keeper Shelter.
Life can be difficult and when one is presented
with hard times most of us are fortunate to
have a support system ...family, friends, and
our church who we can turn to. Not everyone
is that lucky...they find themselves living
under bridges, in the woods, in run down cars
anywhere they can... to lay their heads. It’s
happening in our community.

I’m asking each and every one of you to think
about the people in our community who don’t
have a cozy bed to crawl into as we open the
door to our bedrooms. When you hear the
sound of rain splashing against the roof over
your head think about the rain dripping down
the face of one sleeping in the woods with no
cover to shield them.
The chilly fall air will soon make way for snow
and ice and the homeless desperately looking
for ways to keep warm. It’s heartbreaking that
Our Brother’s Keeper is struggling to stay open
for those who have nothing.
There is hope for them if your heart can feel
the dilemma and not look the other way. There
are people like Cody Wyman, Troy Landis and
the new Our Brother’s Keeper board that are
desperately looking for ways to keep the doors
open and provide a warm safe place to shelter
our homeless and get them back on their feet
to fend for themselves.

For a complete list Events, Annual Festivals
and Things To Do in Mecosta County visit our
mobile friendly website at BigRapids.org and
check out our Community Events Calendar
or visit us in person at the Mecosta County
Welcome Center located at 127 S. State Street,
Big Rapids.
We hope you have an amazing time Creating
Your Own Fall Time Adventure in beautiful
Mecosta County!

While we strive to address the struggle to keep
Our Brother’s Keeper open there is something
you can do to help in a small way and that is
to purchase a duck. It’s just five dollars and I
am asking you to buy lots of them, as many as
you can afford. I’m also asking you to spread
the word.
On Saturday, September 14th at 10:00 am your
ducks will be in a race for prizes donated by
your local businesses on the river by Hemlock
Park. All money from the sale of the racing
floating ducks will go to our Brother’s Keeper.
You can purchase the ducks at the following
Band of Local businesses...
Lake and Lodge Realty
Pizza in Paris
Blue Cow Cafe
Curries Towing
Old Pioneer Store
Preferred Office Machines
Toppings
J. D. Fitness
Three Girls Bakery
Cardinal Spa

I was naive enough to think that being
homeless couldn’t possibly be happening in
this community. Now that I know different
those values taught to me as a child in this
community are calling for me to act and not
look away. How about you?
There will be a gathering at my family’s farm,
a special place named Ole’s, at 6:00 pm on
Monday, September 9th where the board will
be having a meeting. We will be sharing a
meal with a dish to pass. If you have an interest
in joining us please contact me at my business
The Old Pioneer Store 231-796-2502.
There are other ways you can help. Your
business can partner with Our Brother’s Keeper
monetarily. You can volunteer, you can buy a
duck...you can help us and together we can
be a community that won’t allow the less
fortunate go without shelter and that will help
us all sleep better at night.

“Advocates for Injured People”

1.800.924.2915

115 Ives • Big Rapids, MI
231.796.5887

Downtown Big Rapids

231-796-5881

SchubergAgency.com

TYLER SCHUBERG

Certified Insurance Counselor

Big Rapids • Boyne City
Cedar Springs • Cheboygan
Gaylord • Gladwin
Grayling • Houghton Lake
Newaygo • Roscommon
West Branch

231.592.1000
Big Rapids Eagles
Aerie & Auxiliary 2535
18361 16 Mile Rd. • Big Rapids, MI

(231) 796-6453

September 8th - Breakfast 9 am-Noon - Grandparents Day
September 18th - Wings Dinner - 5:30-7:30 pm
September 28-29th - Casino Bus Trip to 5 casinos
October 2nd - Swiss Steak Dinner - 5:30-7:30 pm
October 13th - Breakfast 9 am-Noon
October 30 - Feather Party

Community Bible Study

Carlleen Rose-President of The Band of
Locals. Owner of Kilwins Chocolates, Fudge
and Ice Cream of Big Rapids And The Old
Pioneer Store and Emporium

SATURDAY
FUN RUN SEPTEMBER
7 NORTHEND
2019 RIVERSIDE PARK
& WALK
8:30AM CHECK-IN & ON-SITE REGISTRATION

QUESTIONS JESSICA • (231) 796-6600 EXT. 144
& INFO: JWILSON@WISEAGAINSTVIOLENCE.ORG

Personal Injury/Wrongful Death Attorney

The Freedom • The Value • The Brook

Mecosta County Convention
& Visitors Bureau

It’s difficult finding work when you don’t have
an address, food, clothing or a place to clean
up or transportation...we need to be able to
offer a beginning for those who have nothing.

*ON-SITE REGISTRATION IS $35 (CHECK/CASH ONLY)

Mark Warba

Connie Koepke – Executive Director
Mecosta County Convention & Visitors
Bureau – Your official tourism resource for
Mecosta County

WOMEN’S INFORMATION SERVICE , INC. (WISE) PRESENTS THE 1ST ANNUAL

5K

Continuing to
serve the injured
in
West Central
Michigan

211 Maple Street • Big Rapids, MI
www.bergelinmurphy.com

A HOME FOR ALL!

I’ve had the opportunity to meet and talk with
some of these folks and it’s been humbling.
The thought of the only door locking to help
them is not acceptable if we pride ourselves
in our generosity to the less fortunate, in the
community we live and work in.

The 14th Annual Big Rapids Germanfest is
September 20 from 6:30pm -11:00pm at St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church. This is not a hot dog
and domestic beer party like some supposed
“German” parties. Rather, the intent is to
have an enjoyable evening featuring a real
German dinner buffet, real imported Bier
and Wein, and dancing to real German music
on our spacious wooden dance floor - all
under 20,000 square feet of “Big Top” tents.
Authentic German food and drink, live music
featuring Immigrant

LAW OFFICES, P.C.

heartfullartstudio.com

17461 Northland Drive, Big Rapids (behind Brink’s Body Shop)

231-250-0873

Space Limited. Please RSVP at: routleyd@sbcglobal.net or jbookshaw@charter.net

Sept. 7th - Story & Pottery Paint 10:30-11:30
Sept. 7th - Open Paint Saturday 11:00 - 3:00
Sept 10/11th - Art Lesson-Kandinsky 3:45 - 5:15
Sept 14th - Celebrate Dot Day(Free) 10:00 - 2:00
Sept 17/18th - Art Lesson-Cave Art 3:45-5:15
Sept. 21st - Sketch It Saturday 10:30-11:30
Sept 21st - Open Paint Saturday 11:00-3:00
Sept. 21st - Story & Pottery Paint 1:00 - 2:00
Sept 24/25th - Art Lesson - Woolly Mammoth 3:45-5:15
Regular Studio Hours: Tues-Wed-Friday 12:00-5:00

