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At the Rodel Foundation, we believe important conversations should
be informed by data.

FUTURE

While statistics are important, data doesn't mean much without
context — numbers gain significance when understood as
part of a story.
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This book is intended to provide the basics — the facts and figures*
essential to begin an informed discussion about education in Arizona.

So, our charts and graphs are accompanied by content intended to
promote conversations rooted in both fact and history.
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* Facts are facts but numbers are subject to change. The who, what and why for our data is explained on page 50.

We hope this book will be a valuable resource to those interested
in education, whether community members, elected officials, business
leaders, parents, educators or students.

Most of all, we hope it renews appreciation for the role public
education has played, and continues to play, in the life of our
democracy and reminds us that a commitment to public education is
deeply embedded in our traditions as Americans and Arizonans.
To understand and evaluate how schools work today, it helps to view
them through the lens of history…
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Scottsdale Grammar School
Scottsdale, Arizona (circa 1910)
Photo courtesy of the
Scottsdale Historical Society /
Scottsdale Public Library
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Monroe School
Phoenix, Arizona (circa 1920)
Photo courtesy of
Arizona State Library,
Archives and Public Records,
History and Archives Division,
Phoenix, #04-1106

4

PAST
PRESENT
FUTURE

“The more you know about
the past, the better prepared
you are for the future.”
— Theodore Roosevelt
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The concept of universal compulsory education grew out of the
Protestant Reformation.
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Leaders like Martin Luther and John Calvin believed salvation
depended upon reading the scriptures, and they promoted public
education as a Christian duty.
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By 1700, Germany, the leader in the development of schooling,
had laws in most of its states requiring children to attend school.
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In America, our ideas about education came with our earliest settlers,
the Pilgrims…

1620

Along with their desire
for religious freedom,
the Pilgrims brought an
equally fierce commitment
to education.
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Colonial Era

Within 17 years of their
arrival, the Pilgrims
established the Boston
Latin Grammar School
and Harvard College,
laying the foundation for
an education system from
primary school through
university.

Most Americans had little
formal schooling; children
were taught by their
parents or by itinerant
teachers who “kept” school
for a fee.

1830s

1918

The Revolution
transformed the American
concept of education.
Americans believed that
the future of the republic
depended upon
an educated citizenry.

Before the Constitution, the
Northwest Ordinance of
1787 declared “…knowledge
being necessary to good
government…schools
and means of education
shall forever be encouraged.”

Horace Mann, the leader
of the common school
movement, called for free,
compulsory school for
every child in the country.
He believed political
stability and social
harmony depended upon
universal education.

All American children
were required to
attend at least
elementary school.
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“If a nation expects to be ignorant
and free…it expects what never was and
never will be.”
			
— Thomas Jefferson
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1770s
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Post
Revolution
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While the Pilgrims were laying the foundation for public education
in Massachusetts, Spanish missionaries were settling in Arizona…
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1687

1776

1820s

Father Kino founded
San Xavier mission near
what is now Tucson.

Americans declared
independence from
England while Spain
established a military
fort in Tucson.

Mexico achieved its
independence from
Spain. The Alta California
Territory was formed,
which included Arizona.

1912

The end of the MexicanAmerican War resulted
in Mexico ceding Arizona
to the United States for
$15 million.

The Arizona Territory was
established. Each township
was granted two sections
of land in support of public
education. Arizona's first
public school opened eight
years later in Tucson.

Arizona became the
48th state of the United
States of America.

The Arizona Constitution
established education
as a fundamental right of
“all pupils between the
ages of six and 21.”
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1863
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1848
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“Self-government and universal education are inseparable…
the first duty of a free state is to make…education as free to
all citizens as the air they breathe.”
			
— John Goodwin, Arizona’s first Territorial Governor
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Since statehood, Arizona’s education landscape has become
increasingly more complex…

Lawsuits

Legislation

1953 – Phillips v. Phoenix Union High School District
A year before the U.S. Supreme Court decided the
Brown case, an Arizona judge declared “a half century
of intolerance is enough” and ruled segregated
schools illegal.

1980
As the foundation of Arizona's current school finance
system, the Equalization Formula was adopted to
equalize tax rates and per-pupil spending.

1992 – Flores v. Arizona
Parents claimed their children’s civil rights were
violated because the state failed to provide adequately
for Limited English Proficient (LEP) students and
funding for at-risk, low-income minority students.
1994 – Roosevelt v. Bishop
The Arizona Supreme Court held that the system for
funding school facilities violated the State constitution’s
“general and uniform” provision.
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1994
Arizona authorized charter schools, public schools
funded by the state but independently operated
and freed from regulatory constraints in exchange
for public accountability for student achievement.
1998
Students FIRST set new adequacy standards for
school facilities, established a new state board
and provided additional state funding for school
capital needs.

Ballot Propositions
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2000 – Proposition 301
Increased sales tax rate by 0.6% for classroom
expenditures and required inflation adjustments to base
level of per-pupil funding. Originally set to expire
in 2021, the legislature extended the measure to 2041.

“Our progress as a nation
can be no swifter than
our progress in education.
The human mind is our
fundamental resource.”
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2000 – Proposition 203
Repealed existing bilingual education and required
all classes to be taught in English. Students classified
as English Language Learners (ELL) were to be
educated separately through Structured English
Immersion (SEI).

— John F. Kennedy
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2016 – Proposition 123
Increased the base support level for education and
increased state trust land distributions from 2.5%
to 6.9% for ten years. The legislature referred this
measure to the ballot to settle litigation.
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— Chip and Dan Heath, authors
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“Data are just summaries of
thousands of stories.”
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PRESENT: WHERE ARE WE TODAY?
To begin to answer that question, we need to know some key facts:
•T
 he profile of students enrolled in Arizona's K-12 schools.

•H
 ow student performance is measured, nationally and in Arizona.

FUTURE

•T
 he various kinds of public schools in Arizona, how they differ and
how they are evaluated.
•T
 he status of Arizona public school teachers.
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• How much Arizona invests in K-12 education and how it is funded.
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Arizona Public School Students
2018-2019

5%

Race

7%

Other*

NA

AA

During the 2018-2019
school year, there were

1.1+ Million
46%

students enrolled in Arizona
public schools, which includes
traditional district schools
as well as charter schools.

38%
White

White

Native American (NA)

Hispanic/Latino

Other Minority*

African American (AA)

*	Other Minority includes
Asian, Pacific Islander and
multi-racial.

425,297 50,170
513,651 74,956
61,418

Hispanic/
Latino
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Source: Arizona Department of Education (2019), azed.gov/accountability-research/data

Arizona Public School Students
2018-2019
Gender
Male

575,991

51%
Male

Female

549,608

49%
Female

Low-income*

56%

601,296

Lowincome

Special Education†

Special
Education

7%

Eng Learner

†	Special Education includes 18 categories of disabilities, the largest of which
are Specific Learning Disability, Speech Language Impairment and Autism.

English Learner

73,395

Source: Arizona Department of Education (2019), azed.gov/accountability-research/data

15

RESOURCES

143,146

13%

*	Low-income status is determined by student enrollment in the National
School Lunch Program (NSLP), which provides free or reduced-price lunches.
Qualification is based on Federal Poverty Guidelines and household size.
For example, for reduced-price meals, a family of 4 would have annual income
at or below $47,638; for free meals, annual income at or below $33,475.
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Characteristics
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Arizona Public Schools
Traditionally, students attended the schools in their neighborhoods
based on school district boundaries.
Today, through open enrollment, Arizona students may attend
the public school of their choice provided the school has room
for additional students.
And, since 1995, Arizona students may also choose to attend
public charter schools, which are funded by taxpayers but
privately managed.
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Arizona Public Schools
2018-2019

Currently,

82%

of students attend traditional
district schools, while

2,028

Total Number of
Arizona Charter Schools

720
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Source: Arizona Department of Education (2019), azed.gov/accountability-research/data

Total Number of
Arizona District Schools
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18%

of students attend
charter schools.

2,748 Arizona Public Schools
263 Traditional School Districts
555 Charter School Districts
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Arizona Public School Teachers
Currently, there are approximately 60,000 teachers in Arizona
public school classrooms (50,000 in district schools and
10,000 in charter schools). At the start of the 2019 school year,
21% of all Arizona teaching positions were vacant. Teachers cite
pay as the main reason for leaving the profession in far greater
rates than the national average.
Governor Ducey’s 20x2020 plan to increase teacher salaries by
20% is one effort to tackle this alarming trend and attempt to
attract and retain more teachers.
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Arizona Public School Teachers Median Salary, 2019
U.S. Median Salary
$58K

AZ
CO

U.S. Median Salary
$60K

AZ
CO

UT

UT

NM

NM

Secondary

AZ $45K (49th)*
CO $48K (46th)*
NM $56K (30th)*
UT $59K (24th)*

AZ $48K (48th)*
CO $50K (47th)*
NM $57K (32nd)*
UT $59K (27th)*
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*(National ranking) Source: Expect More Arizona, Center for the Future of Arizona, Arizona State University Decision Center for Educational Excellence
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Elementary
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Grading Arizona Public Schools
Federal law requires states to measure school performance.
Arizona uses an A-F letter grade system to show how well schools
are meeting their obligation to educate students. Different
factors go into the grades depending upon the school level.
K-8 Schools
Grades for elementary and middle schools are based
primarily on student scores on AzMERIT. Growth,
or how much students improved from year to year,
accounts for 50% of the grade; 30% is based on
proficiency; 10% is based on English Language Learner
growth and proficiency; and the last 10% is based
on various factors including rates of absenteeism and
number of students with disabilities.
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Grades 9-12
Additional factors are considered in determining
high school grades. Proficiency accounts for 30%;
growth for 20%; graduation rates for 20%; college
and career readiness for 20%; and the performance
of English Language Learners accounts for 10%.

Grading Arizona Public Schools
2018-2019
K-8 School Letter Grades

9-12 School Letter Grades
A

28% (65)*

B

31% (396)*

B

35% (80)*

C

31% (393)*

C

30% (68)*

D

11% (141)*

D

5% (12)*

F

2% (28)*

F

2% (4)*

*(Total number of schools) Source: azreportcards.azed.gov/static/A-FSummary
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25% (311)*
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Measuring Student Performance
Over the past 30 years, the State Board of Education has
adopted different assessments to measure student achievement.
Since 2014, the standardized AzMERIT test (now called AzM2)
has been given annually to students in grades 3 through 		
high school to measure their proficiency in English Language
Arts (ELA) and Math.
The test is intended to measure mastery of Arizona's College
and Career Ready Standards, which are comparable to
nationwide expectations.
22

Measuring Student Performance
K-12, 2019
English

Math

13%

15%

Level 4

39%
Lowest
Level

Level 4

42%
*Passing means scoring at
top two levels of proficiency
(Levels 3 and 4)

Level 2

Source: azed.gov/assessment/azmerit

29%
Level 3

42%
of students passed* Math.
While scores have improved,
over half of Arizona students
are failing in most grades.

27%
Level 3

*Passing means scoring at
top two levels of proficiency
(Levels 3 and 4)

22%
Level 2
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19%

Lowest
Level
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of students passed* ELA.
While scores have improved,
over half of Arizona students
are failing in most grades.

36%

PAST

Percentage of K-12 Students Passing AzMERIT
in 2019 Based on Race and Income
English

PRESENT

56%
White

32%

Hispanic/
Latino

30%

African
American

20%

Native
American

30%

Students Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch
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Math
56%
White

32%

Hispanic/
Latino

27%

African
American

21%

Native
American

30%

Students Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

National Measures of Student Achievement
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is known
as the nation's report card and is considered the gold standard
for measuring student progress. The same test is given to a
random sample of students across the country in grades 4, 8
and 12, allowing for state-to-state comparisons.
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Arizona’s NAEP scores have improved since 2000 but still fall
below national averages in all categories. Significant differences
exist between white students and students of color as well as
low-income and higher-income students.
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Percentage of Arizona Students Proficient and Above
Compared to National Averages*
4th Grade Reading

PRESENT

35%
National
Average

31%

Arizona
Students

8th Grade Reading
34%
National
Average

28%

Arizona
Students
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4th Grade Math
41%

National
Average

37%

Arizona
Students

8th Grade Math
34%
National
Average

31%

Arizona
Students

* While still trailing national averages, Arizona has made gains in reading and math at both grade levels since 2009.

Arizona’s 2019 NAEP Scores and
Achievement Gap by Race
4th Grade Reading

4th Grade Math

228

220

250

White

205

National
Average

Hispanic/
Latino

196

206

241

White

227

National
Average

Hispanic/
Latino

African
American

Native
American

Native
American

8th Grade Math

273

295

White

263

223

African
American

FUTURE

8th Grade Reading

National
Average

217

White

251

Hispanic/
Latino

282

Native
American

Source: nationsreportcard.gov/profiles/stateprofile/overview/AZ

239

African
American

269

Hispanic/
Latino

259

Native
American

267

African
American
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240

National
Average
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Arizona's 2019 NAEP Scores and
Achievement Gap by Income
4th Grade Reading

4th Grade Math

PRESENT

231

Students Not Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

220

National
Average

202

251

241

National
Average

226

Students Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

Students Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

8th Grade Reading

8th Grade Math
272

Students Not Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

263

National
Average

248

Students Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

28

Students Not Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

291

Students Not Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

282

National
Average

270

Students Eligible
for Free or
Reduced-Price Lunch

Source: nationsreportcard.gov/profiles/stateprofile/overview/AZ

What is Arizona's Total State Budget?
FY19 Appropriations (in Billions)

10%
4%

Other

Child
Safety

6%

Economic
Security

7%

10%

45%
K-12

General Fund
Total Budget
FY19

Economic Security

AHCCCS/DHS

Child Safety

Corrections

Other Agencies

$4.7 $0.7
$1.9 $0.4
$1.1 $1.0
$0.7

FUTURE

Universities

$10.4
Billion

K-12 Education

Universities

Corrections

Source: Joint Legislative Budget Committee Staff, 2019 Appropriations Report
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18%

AHCCCS/
DHS
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How is Arizona's State Education Budget Spent?
Transportation

Operational Areas, 2018
PRESENT

Food
Service
Instruction
Support

Student
Support

Instruction
Administration

Plant
Operations

30

Instruction

Instruction Support

Plant Operations

Food Service

Administration

Transportation

54% 5.6%
11.9% 5.1%
10.4% 4.7%
8.3%
Student Support

Source: Arizona Auditor General, March 2018

How Much Does Arizona Spend Per Student?
State Funding, 2001-2019*
$5,500
$5,000
$4,500
$4,000
$3,500
FUTURE

$3,000
$2,500
$2,000
$1,500

$500
FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08 FY09 FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19
*Inflation adjusted funding per student. Source: Joint Legislative Budget Committee
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How Public Schools are Funded
Arizona does not fund schools directly. The money for
instruction and operation of individual schools is paid to the
school district.
The state funding formula is known as the “Equalization
Formula.” It starts with a base amount for every student which
may be increased based on student characteristics as well as
needs for transportation, technology or textbooks. Funds are
also added based on a teacher’s professional experience. 		
This formula is used to fund both district and charter schools.
32

How Public Schools are Funded
Core Funding
Equalization Formula
Base Amount

+

Additional Assistance

+

Student Characteristics

+

Teacher Funding

FUTURE

Base Amount: The same amount for every student.
Additional Assistance: Provides “soft capital” for transportation, technology and textbooks;
Provides all capital needs, including buildings, for charter schools.

Teacher Funding: Provides compensation for experience and evaluation systems for teachers.
33
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Student Characteristics: Known as Group A & B weights, allocates additional funds for students with special
needs, the size of the district or charter and the grade levels served.
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How Public Schools are Funded
Supplemental Funding
One of the biggest differences between traditional district
schools and charter schools is the way in which they are funded.
District schools, unlike charter schools, have access to local property taxes.
That means they can ask voters to approve additional funding, over and above
what they receive from the state general fund, for a variety of purposes:

M&O overrides
to pay teachers

Capital overrides
for technology

K-3 overrides for
elementary education

Bonds for
school buildings

District schools may also access funds from the School Facilities Board for new
school construction, building renewal and debt service. Charter schools access
Additional Assistance from the general fund for all capital needs.
34

How Public Schools are Funded
Supplemental Funding
In addition to funding from the state general fund, public
schools — both district and charter — receive funding from:
• Propositions and voter initiatives.
•C
 lassroom Site Fund, helps fund
teacher compensation.
•S
 tate Grants, funds targeted programs
such as K-3 reading.
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•P
 ublic school tax credits allow
individual taxpayers to deduct up to
$200 from their taxes for donations
to district or charter schools.

FUTURE

• Federal funds for targeted programs
such as Title I, which provides
additional funds to schools serving
high concentrations of low-income
students; National School Lunch
Program (NSLP) and Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
which ensures that students with
disabilities are afforded free education
appropriate to their needs.
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“Learning is not attained by
chance, it must be sought for
with ardor and diligence.”
— Abigail Adams
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FUTURE: WHERE DO WE WANT TO BE?
Arizona’s elected state leaders and local school board members have
the primary responsibility for setting the public education agenda and
funding priorities. The federal “Every Student Succeeds Act” (ESSA)
requires states to set long-term goals and measure progress toward
meeting those goals.
The private sector plays an important role, too. Foundations, institutes
and business organizations have weighed in with influential research,
grants and advocacy in support of public education.
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Of note are the statewide nonpartisan efforts to build broad consensus
about the importance of education and articulate shared goals.
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While everyone wants to improve K-12 education, debates continue
over standards, accountability, equity and resources.
Amidst the controversy, however, a movement to build a more
aspirational consensus has emerged. Foundations, along with non-profit
entities, the faith-based community and education associations,
have convened with corporations, educational institutions and
citizens to develop a statewide vision for Arizona’s education future.

“The best way to predict the future is to invent it.”
38

— Alan Kay

Arizona Education Progress Meter
January 2020

22%

46%

41%
Grade 8
Math

High School
Graduation

2030 Goal
45%

2030 Goal
72%

2030 Goal
69%

2030 Goal
90%

Quality
Early Learning

13%

Grade 3
Reading

55%

46%

78%

Arizona Ranks

49/50

Post High School
Enrollment

Attainment

Median Elementary
Teacher Pay

2030 Goal
7%

2030 Goal
70%

2030 Goal
60%

2022 Goal
Reach National Median
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Opportunity
Youth
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Roadmap for P-20 Education Funding
The Arizona Education Progress Meter was introduced
in 2016 by the Center for the Future of Arizona and
Expect More Arizona. To advance the goals of the
Progress Meter, Expect More Arizona convened over
80 organizations representing business, education
and community leaders from across the state to
create the “Roadmap for P-20 Education Funding,”
outlining the long-term investments needed by 2030.
P-20, shorthand for Preschool through Grade 20
(baccalaureate degree), has been adopted by
policymakers to acknowledge student needs at
every point along a continuum. It attempts to create
a seamless public education system that ensures
students come to kindergarten ready to learn,
elementary students are ready for high school,
college students don’t require remediation and college
graduates are qualified to enter the work force.
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R oadmap F oR
p-20 E ducation
F unding

Achieve60AZ
Launched in 2016, Achieve60AZ is a grassroots
alliance working to get 60% of adults to hold
a degree, license or certificate by 2030. More than
60 leaders from community, business, philanthropic
and education organizations worked collaboratively
to develop goals and create focus areas to boost job
training and education levels in Arizona. Increasing
attainment levels for minority populations in Arizona
is a top priority of Achieve60AZ.
If Arizona’s workforce meets projected labor market
demands it will provide $7.6 billion in economic		
and social gains and potentially double the state’s
annual economic growth rate, according to research
by College Success Arizona.
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Read On Arizona
In 2010, in response to the need for dramatic
improvement in third graders’ reading proficiency,
the legislature enacted “Move On When Reading,”
a series of laws requiring students to demonstrate
sufficient reading skills in order to advance from
third to fourth grade.
To accelerate progress, in 2013, a unique
collaboration of state agencies, philanthropic
partners and community stakeholders launched
an early literacy initiative called “Read On Arizona.”
This public-private partnership works with
stakeholders to improve school readiness and
third-grade reading outcomes. Its interactive
mapping tool, MapLIT, provides community-specific
literacy data to identify effective approaches,
critical gaps and opportunities for improvement
and investment.
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Arizona Pathways to Prosperity
In 2007, The Center for the Future of Arizona began
publishing a series of studies detailing the consequences
of Arizona’s low high school graduation rates.
To encourage greater student success and to enable
more students to earn degrees and credentials with
labor market value, CFA has led “Arizona Pathways
to Prosperity” to focus on creating opportunities for
students, building a talent pipeline and strengthening
the economy.

46%

of Arizona residents have
completed a 2- or 4-year
degree or received a nondegree credential.

65%

of all jobs require some
postsecondary education
beyond high school
in 2020.
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Source: arizonafuture.org/az-progress-meters/education

56%

of Arizona public high school
graduates are enrolled in a
postsecondary institution
immediately after graduation.
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“Knowledge about our
government is not handed down
through the gene pool.
Every generation has to learn it.”
— Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
RESOURCES

RESOURCES
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WHAT DO WE NEED TO KNOW?
The governing law for schools in Arizona begins in Article XI of
the Arizona Constitution and dictates the kinds of schools we
have, the individuals and entities who govern them, and the ways
in which they are to be funded.
Where the Constitution leaves off, the legislature begins. Since 1912,
Arizona legislators have enacted laws filling 19 Chapters of Title 15,
Arizona Revised Statutes. Title 15 is a comprehensive compendium of
laws covering the structures governing education at the state,
county and local levels, and the powers and duties of those entities.
45
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School Governance in Arizona
Key Sections of Article XI of the Arizona Constitution
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Section 1
“The legislature shall provide for the establishment and maintenance of a general and uniform public school
system, which system shall include: kindergarten schools; common schools; high schools; normal schools;
industrial schools; universities…”

Section 2
“The general conduct and supervision of the public school system shall be vested in a state board of
education, a state superintendent of public instruction, county school superintendents and such governing
boards for the state institutions as may be provided by law.”

Section 10
“The revenue for the maintenance of the respective state educational institutions shall be derived from the
investment of the proceeds of the sale…of such lands as have been set aside by the enabling act…In addition
to such income the legislature shall make such appropriations, to be met by taxation, as shall insure
the proper maintenance of all state educational institutions…”
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School Governance in Arizona
Key Sections of Arizona Revised Statutes, Title 15
Chapter 2, State Governance of Schools, provides for:
State Board of Education
Role is general supervision and regulation
of public education system
Superintendent of Public Instruction
State-wide elected official; executes policies
of State Board of Education

Arizona Department of Education
Led by the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction; responsible for school finance,
certification of teachers, providing information
about school districts

Chapter 3, Local Governance of Schools, provides for:
County School Superintendents
School District Governing Boards

Subsequent chapters of Title 15 cover instruction, attendance
and school district budgeting.
47
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Federal Role in Education
1954

Cold War

1964/ESEA

The U.S. Supreme Court,
in Brown v. Board of
Education, intervened to
address legally sanctioned
discrimination. Relying
on the 14th Amendment’s
requirement to provide
equal protection of
the laws, the Court ruled
“separate but equal”
schools unconstitutional.

Soviet launch of Sputnik
created anxiety that our
schools were falling behind
and opened the door to
more federal intervention
in K-12 education.

President Lyndon Johnson
signed into law the
Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA) as
part of the War on Poverty.

48

The law, in effect since
1964 under different names,
introduced the various
“Title” programs.

Nine provisions, from Title I
(addressing the needs
of low-income students)
through Title IX (banning
discrimination on the
basis of sex), collectively
and dramatically changed
the role of the federal
government in the world 		
of K-12 education.

1983

2002

2009

2015

A Nation at Risk was
published as President
Ronald Reagan was
planning to repeal many
of the provisions of ESEA.
The report’s grim portrayal
of the state of American
education and its decline
in competitive standing
caused the President
to change course and add
new provisions to ESEA.

President George W. Bush
reauthorized ESEA as
“No Child Left Behind”
(NCLB). It called for 100%
proficiency in math and
reading nationwide by
2014 and expanded the
role of standardized
testing to measure student
achievement.

President Barack Obama
followed with “Race to the
Top,” a competitive grant
program which rewarded
states for adopting certain
polices. It changed the
way teachers are evaluated
and placed even more
emphasis on tests.

President Barack Obama
signed into law the latest
reauthorization of ESEA,
called “Every Student
Succeeds Act” (ESSA).
It returned some federal
power over education back
to the states including
evaluation measures and
teacher quality standards.
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2201 East Camelback Road, Suite 403 Phoenix, AZ 85016

480.367.2920 rodelaz.org

Rodel acknowledges that any attempt to capture data in static form makes it immediately open to question
since numbers, amounts and statistics are fluid. For that reason, we have used the most current data available
as of December 2019. The information in this book will be available on our website rodelaz.org and we will
attempt to keep the electronic version as up to date as possible.
All data was obtained from publicly available sources. Whenever possible, we relied on the Arizona
Department of Education’s excellent website as the source for data (azed.gov). Arizona’s education budget
and spending statistics were obtained from the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (azleg.gov). For the sake
of national comparisons, we relied on recognized and respected sources such as the National Council
of Education Statistics (nces.ed.gov).

RESOURCES

While this publication is the sole production of the Rodel Foundation of Arizona, attribution has been noted
to local sources of information and we direct you to their websites for further information:
achieve60az.com
arizonafuture.org
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azgovernor.gov
collegesuccessarizona.org

expectmorearizona.org
readonarizona.org
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