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YEAR IN REVIEW

YEAR IN REVIEW
Thank you for your support!
Since 1947, SWCA has championed a
thriving construction industry in
Southwest Washington.
We help our members be more profitable,
train their employees, win more business, and
build a stronger community.

Your SWCA Retro Plan Administrator

What's New with
2018 Benefits!

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
PERSONAL INSURANCE
RISK MANAGEMENT
SURETY

www.psfinc.com
ALASKA // OREGON // WASHINGTON

2017

• Competitive Rates & Plan Designs
• Direct Quoting NOW Available Year Round
• Support Regulatory & Compliance
Responsibilities
• Enhanced Enrollment & Billing Services
• Full Service Benefits Administration

Contact Us Today at
services@Whatif-USA.com

503-260-6309
WhatIf-USA.com

✓Save $1,500 on start-up fees
✓No administrative burden
✓Plan design flexibility

CALL TODAY

(360) 694-7922

President’s Message

Executive Report
Darcy Altizer

Mike Nieto
2017 proved to be a great year for
the SWCA and its 362 members. The
local construction industry is booming
and our contractors are working hard
at building a great region. We have
seen record-breaking construction
projects in and around our area,
where our members are out making
things happen for the betterment of our community.
The SWCA Foundation handed-out $20,000 worth of
scholarships to students, as well as a $2,000 grant to
the Battle Ground YMCA task force to perform a market
study. The SWCA was also the top sponsor for the
VBJ’s Top Projects award ceremony. As “champions of
the construction industry,” we have filled several key
decision-making seats within our membership to ensure
our contribution for the future of construction. For
example, we have partnered with Clark County to help
aid them in revamping the permitting process.

SWCA Board of Directors

The SWCA was proud to celebrate our
70th anniversary in 2017! A milestone of
this magnitude happens in organizations
that are dedicated and understand the
importance of hard work, collaboration, and
staying true to its core values.
Southwest Washington is an area where
construction and economic development
flourished in 2017. Experts in the industry report that it is
expected to continue in 2018. This is good news, but comes
with a critical challenge: a shortage of qualified workers.
I assure you that we are working hard on your behalf to find
a long-term solution. To satisfy the needs of business in the
short-term, the SWCA will roll out the Construction Executive
Summit on February 15, 2018. The goal of the Summit is to
help the industry increase efficiencies through implementation
of best practices and the building of relationships with
construction professionals throughout the region. As an
association, we are proponents of laying the groundwork
for business success through equal, affordable educational
opportunities. Please join us for the Summit, lets focus on
preparing the industry for continued success.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Construction Connection is
Southwest Washington’s premier
construction industry publication.
We’re excited to announce
Contractor Chat, a podcast
launching in 2018. More details
are on their way, sign-up for our
newsletter on-line to stay current.

PLANS ONLINE

Subscribe to our on-line Plan Center for a first-look at
new jobs up-for-bid. Host your own Private Plan Center,
an automated system allowing contractors to customize
settings to maximize project efficiency from start to finish.
Saving time and money is easy with Plans Online!

NETWORKING & FUN!
President
Jim West
Jim West
Commercial Real
Estate

President Elect
Jerry Sauer
Excavator Rental
Services

Treasurer
Drew Barrett
Barret & Co. CPAs

Secretary
Chrissy
Lyons
Port of
Vancouver

Past President
Mike Nieto
Catworks
Construction

Bryce Sinner
Landerholm Law
Firm

Tracey Malone
Halbert
Construction
Services

Shane Tapani
Tapani, Inc.

Jared Currie
Anchor Concrete

Outgoing Board
Members
Lisa Littleton
Albert Schlotfeldt
Alasdair Mackenzie

Garren Elmer
North Fork
Landscape

Ron King
3 Kings
Environmental

Kelly Walsh
Schwabe,
Williamson &
Wyatt

Michele
Freeman
Columbia Bank

Michael Wagy
CalPortland

Lisa Cartwright
Assistant Executive
Director

Karl Tapani
JRT Mechanical

Thank you for your service!

IN MEMORY

SWCA Staff

Darcy Altizer
Executive Director

Keith Stewart
Stewart Plumbing

The SWCA lost two prominent members of the
construction industry: Eric Sander (below, left) and Scott
Campbell (below, right). We want to take a moment to
honor their service to the SWCA.

Andrea Smith
Marketing &
Communications
Manager

Kathy Esparza
Plan Center Assistant

The SWCA knows that
people do business with
people they know, like, and
trust. We’re here to help
you increase your presence
throughout the tight-knit
contracting community.
There’s an option for every
budget: Sponsor an event or
podcast, take advantage of
our advertising toolbox, or
register for an event. Thank
you to those that sponsored,
attended, and made our
events FUN in 2017!

SWCA FOUNDATION

The SWCA strives to do more than build profits, we strive
to build people. In 2017, the SWCA Foundation awarded
$20,000 in scholarships to 16
local students pursuing careers
in construction-related fields.
Hunter Lindberg (pictured left)
was the top scholarship recipient.
He is majoring in engineering at
WSU Vancouver. The Foundation
awarded a grant to the Battle

Ground YMCA Task Force to
support the completion of a
market study. The Foundation
organized over 1,000 volunteers
for Dozer Day and in partnership
with Catworks Construction, the
Foundation organized a minidozer day for a terminally ill boy
(pictured right).

MEMBER BENEFITS

Our core focus is to provide our members with great
value. To do this, we offer
a variety of money-saving
benefits to help ease
financial burdens: 401(K),
Retrospective Rating
Program, Health Insurance,
Life & Disability Insurance,
digital advertisement creation, photography services, and
discounts on education & certification courses. Don’t wait
to take advantage of these benefits, get started today.

EDUCATION

The SWCA held a
successful Succession
Planning Seminar in
2017 and expanded
safety training &
certification classes.
We’d like to extend a
THANK YOU to the
experts that aided
in the development of these programs. We are beyond
excited to announce the first-ever Construction Executive
Summit, launching in February 2018. See you there!

EXCELLENCE IN BUILDING WORKFORCE
PARTNERSHIPS AWARD

In 2017, Workforce Southwest
Washington awarded the SWCA with
the Excellence in Building Workforce
Partnerships award. We will continue
building upon these partnerships to
address the workforce shortage.

