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DCHA is the only organization focused on
producers and managers raising dairy calves and
replacement heifers, and we collaborate across
the industry to help advance and improve this
critical segment.
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Dairy Calf & Heifer Association

OUR HISTORY
Founded in 1996, the Dairy Calf and Heifer Association is the only
organization focused on producers and managers raising dairy calves and
replacement heifers. DCHA’s focus is to provide the platform for sharing best
practices, peer learning, networking and unbiased industry expertise. We will
continue to collaborate, grow and evolve to meet the growing needs of the
dairy industry.

DCHA LEADERSHIP
DCHA Board of Directors oversee the association direction through handson industry knowledge. These seats are filled by dairy producers and calf and
heifer raisers representing each region of the United States, plus corporate,
academia and allied industry representatives.
The Board of Directors collaborate to bring real-life experience, expertise and
opportunities to members.

KEY INITIATIVES
DCHA takes pride in providing unbiased information, resources, knowledge sharing, networking and connection opportunities
through:

ANNUAL CONFERENCE:

INDUSTRY PUBLICATIONS:

•

•

•

Annual three-day conference held in the spring
draws speakers from across the globe, with more than
600 attendees and a diverse calf and heifer focused
trade show
DCHA supports its members by providing a $100
discount on conference registration

•
•
•

Gold Standards: a framework for raising dairy calves and
heifers
Heifer Notes: quarterly newsletter published in Hoard’s
Dairyman
E-newsletter
Complimentary Dairy Herd Management subscription

PEER LEARNING AND NETWORKING:

DISCOUNTS AND INCENTIVES:

•
•
•
•

•
•

Members only Facebook group for networking
Facebook page
Twitter page
Website with resources and articles
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Member discount on FutureCow® brush purchases
Workers’ compensation program available exclusively to
DCHA members from First Pioneer Insurance Agency

Dairy Calf & Heifer Association

VISION
Growing your dairy’s future

MISSION
To assist member calf, heifer and dairy/beef producers in improving their herd health and profitability by providing leading edge
Gold Standards and best practices information as well as industry-leading networking opportunities.

PURPOSE
Calf and heifer growers partnering with allied industry and academia dedicated to growing high-quality replacement heifers and
dairy beef.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
For the last three years, DCHA has had tremendous growth in the numbers of calves, heifers and dairy beef represented at our
annual conference. From 500,000 head in 2015 to over 2 million head represented in 2017, DCHA continues to be the leading
calf and heifer organization. The annual conference includes the latest in cutting-edge research and topics, the best of the best
speakers and networking opportunities with people from all over the United States and the world. The Gold Standards is the leading
document for anyone seeking to be the best in calf and heifer raising! Become part of DCHA and go for the gold in your calf and
heifer enterprise.

LANE SOLLENBERGER
DCHA President
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2016-17 DEMOGRAPHICS

Average # of head
per operation:

Dairy producers and
calf & heifer raisers:

2,400 650
Membership Demographics:
Producer:
Corporate:

2

MILLION

Total Head Represented

Age Demographics:

45-60

58%

47%

20%

Allied Industry*:

12%

Students:

10%

Under
45

* Veterinarians, Academia, Nutritionists, Consultants

48

38%

15%

60+

10

countries

states
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The DCHA Board of Directors voted on Oct. 3, 2016 to adjust the DCHA fiscal year from a calendar year to a
July 1–June 30 year. This offers DCHA the opportunity to more accurately and clearly measure fiscal impact of the
annual conference.

2016 Financial Report

2017-2018 Proposed Budget
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT
The DCHA annual conference offered a diverse lineup of speakers and producer
panels, unveiled new industry insights and provided unmatched networking.
More than 600 dairy calf and heifer growers, dairy farmers and allied industry
professionals who represent more than 2 million cattle, attended the 2017
DCHA Conference, April 11-13 in Madison, Wis. Attendees traveled from 30
states and 10 countries.
Calf and heifer performance, employee empowerment and animal welfare were
the key topics of this year’s conference. Conference highlights included farm
tours at a variety of types of operations in the area including new group calf
housing and transition barns. A variety of daily educational session, as well as
open trade show throughout allowed producers, learn and immediately find ways
to integrate new ideas from vendors in the show.
This year’s keynote speaker, Ruby Newell-Legner educated members on how
to bring a positive work environment and foster trust in their operations. The
conference concluded with the DCHA Annual Meeting celebrating another year
of success and welcomed two new board members, Sam Gardner of Huddleston,
Va. and Megan Kissel of Wendell, Idaho. Emily Butner of San Marcos, Calif., was
recognized as the 2017 scholarship winner.
“This year’s DCHA conference was one of our finest ever,” said Lane
Sollenberger, DCHA president and general manager of Dream Farms in
Newburg, Pa. “The information shared by keynote speakers and producer panels
paired with excellent farm tours, educational breakout sessions, trade show
and unmatched networking has elevated the level of education and expertise
shared at the conference. Additionally, the Gold Standards have complemented
all aspects of DCHA’s goals. We look forward to the 2018 conference in
Milwaukee, Wis. on April 10–12.”
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ABOUT THE GOLD STANDARDS
The Gold Standards provides a framework
for raising dairy calves and heifers,
including research-based benchmarks,
welfare and best management practices.
A passionate committee comprised of
15 members from across the United
States, including calf and heifer raisers,
allied industry professionals and academia
worked to update the Gold Standards in
2016, previously revised in 2011. These
industry leaders have brought their
expertise and dedication to calf and
heifer raising in this edition of the Gold
Standards. This resource is the result of
their tireless efforts, which will help drive
the industry for years to come.
Dr. Sam Leadley, calf and heifer management specialist for Attica
Veterinary Associates, Attica, NY, was actively involved on the committee
and has put the Gold Standards into practice through his consulting work.
“At some point in every consulting relationship with clients we end up
talking about the dairy’s goals for the calf enterprise,” says Leadley. “The
production standards in the Gold Standards provide the framework for this
conversation. I use the Gold Standards as a guide to keep the conversation
on track in setting farm-specific performance goals.”
The Gold Standards include all ages in one document with welfare and best
management standards. It also contains quick visual information and design
enhancements.
The Gold Standards are available to DCHA members only.

SPONSORS
Dream Farms, City View Farms, Circle Heifer Development, BonHome Livestock, LLC, Zoetis, Biomin, CHR Hansen, Calf-Tel, Down
Home Heifer Solutions, FutureCow, Multimin 90, ImmuCell, University
of Wisconsin-Madison Dairyland Initiative, Land O’Lakes Animal
Milk Products Co., GPS Dairy Consulting LLC, Tenderfoot, Newport
Laboratories, Milk Products, Dairy Tech Inc. , Phileo Animal Care, Peach
Teats, Nutriad, Merck Animal Health, Purina Animal Nutrition, Vimifos,
DeLaval, Vita Plus, DBC Ag Products, TechMix
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Why were the Gold
Standards developed and
by whom?
The DCHA Gold Standards reflect the
latest industry standards for raising
calves and heifers and are the result of a
collaborative industry committee.

How are the Gold
Standards used?
The Gold Standards establish calf and
heifer raising benchmarks to set herd
performance goals.
Additionally, the Gold Standards allow
the industry to identify key areas
for improvement, conduct training
and implement plans to support the
performance targets for individual farms.

Committee Members
Thank you to the Gold Standards
Committee Members: Dr. Bob James,
Dr. Sam Leadley, Dr. Sam Barringer,
Katie Grinstead, Brian Wesemann,
Larry Van Roekel, Marcie Feine, Amber
Mirabal, Gary Geisler, Jim Leick, David
Mathes, Dr. Rob Farrugio, Jamie
Franken, Dr. Doug Hammon and Dr.
Stuart Hall.

Dairy Calf & Heifer Association

SPONSORS
DCHA would not be possible without the generous support of our industry sponsors.
Thank you to our current sponsors for supporting the association and our mission to help dairy producers, calf managers and
industry members focused on dairy calf and heifer growth and management.
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2017-18 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

Vice President

Secretary/Treasurer

Elizabeth Quinn

Paul Jacobs

Director at Large

North Central Regional Director

Southeast Regional Director

Western Regional Director

Academia-at-Large Director

Allied Professional

Company-at-Large Director

Lane Sollenberger

Vickie Franken

Dr. Bob James
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T.J. McClure

Amy Shiplett

Tamilee Nennich

Sam Gardner

Director at Large

Megan Kissel

Brent Caffee

Dairy Calf & Heifer Association

Member Networking
facebook.com/groups/DCHAmembers
Social Community
facebook.com/calfandheifer
twitter.com/calfandheifer

calfandheifer.org
855-400-DCHA

