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2018 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President 

Keith Ostlund 

Premium Waters 

 

Vice President 

Nate Applegren 

Applegren Construction 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Rob Johnson 

J & J Construction 

 

Past President 

Jennifer Johnson 

Gate City Bank 

 

Directors 

Aaron Rosten 

GF Abstract & Title 

Brett Thoreson 

Vreeland Remodeling 

Jeff Vonasek 

Northland Custom Woodworking 

Chad Roberton 

Roberton Construction 

Stacey Kemp 

Simonson Lumber 

 

Executive Officer 

Stacy Anderson 

Greetings Forx Builders Members, 

Happy New Year! Hope everyone had a great Christmas 

Holiday, and that Santa was good to you all.  Winter has 

definitely arrived and has made its presence known with 

some chilly days already this season. 

Hard to believe that 2018 has come and gone, and my 

time as President of Forx Builders is quickly coming to 

a close.  As I look back over the past year, there were 

many ups and downs.  I was able to meet other members 

from around the state, representatives from NAHB, and 

legislators from Bismarck and Washington.  I was honored 

to meet these people and represent our great Association.   

The Home Design & Garden Show, Builders after Hours, Golf Tournament, 

Chili Cook-off / Bean Bag Tourney, along with the countless laughs, memories, 

and friendships made are definitely highlights for me.  The success of our 

Association is a collaborative effort, and no one can do it alone. I want to thank 

our members, Forx Builder committee members, and my fellow Board of 

Director members.  I would also like to thank Stacy Anderson, our Executive 

Officer, for getting involved right away after being hired in June, and helping me 

to keep the Association moving forward.  The first four months of my Presidency 

were a stressful time after losing our previous Executive Officer.  Stacy was 

willing to do whatever I asked of her to help me ñmake it workò.  I would also 

like to thank outgoing Board members Brett Thorson, Rob Johnson and Jennifer 

Johnson for their years serving on the Board of Directors, especially during my 

term as President.  

The annual Home Design & Garden Show is quickly approaching. If you haven't 

sent in your registration, please do so as soon as possible. The show is a great 

way to showcase your products and services.  Show dates are March 22nd, 23rd 

and 24th at the Alerus Center in Grand Forks.  The 2019 General Membership 

Meeting and Installation of Officers banquet is Monday, January 28th at the 

Ramada Inn in Grand Forks. Hope to see you all there! 

I would like to Welcome Nate Applegren, our 2019 President, along with 

incoming Board of Director members. Once again, thank you for the opportunity 

to serve as your President!   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Keith Ostlund 

Premium Waters, Inc. 

2018 President, Forx Builders Association  

Keith Ostlund 
Board President 

Presidents Messageé. 
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As stated in his obituary, LeRoy was a man who loved bigðhis love 

was all encompassing, inclusive and genuine.   He made room in his 

world and his heart for everybody he met.  His smile and his laugh were 

infectious.  What a great way to describe the wonderful man we got to 

know.  He was one of kind; he was one of the good guys! 

I first met LeRoy long before Forx Builders; we tailgated near each other 

at the Alerus Center prior to (and sometimes after) Sioux football games.  

He always had time to greet you with a smile and a genuine concern for 

how you were doing. 

Upon becoming a member of Forx Builders, he was one of the first people to reach out to me to ñget 

involvedò.  He would tell me, ñIt's a great way to meet people, make new friends and showcase your 

products and servicesò.  All of the above are still true today. I was fortunate enough to work with LeRoy 

for many years while he was a member of the Home Show Committee and also the Board of Directors. 

Even near the end of his journey, he took time out of his day mid-November to stop by and say óHiò to all 

that had gathered for our annual Chili Cook-off & Bean Bag Tournament. He cared about others even with 

everything he was going thru. Sadly for some of us in attendance, it was the last time we got to see him 

and say goodbye.   

LeRoy served as President of Forx Builders Association in 2002, 2012, 2013 and also served as President 

of the ND Association of Builders in 2015.  In 2002 and 2012 he was selected by his peers to receive the 

Forx Builders Associate of the Year award; in 2012 he was recognized at the state level by receiving the 

same award from the ND Association of Builders.  This award is presented annually to an Associate 

member who exemplifies member spirt, association activity and participation and demonstrating good 

business practices with other members and the community. He was a long time member of our Home 

Show Committee, serving as Co-chair for many years.  He was also a long time member of our 

Membership and Project House Committees.  As you can see from the aforementioned recognition, he was 

deeply invested in all aspects of our Association.  He contributed immensely to the overall success of Forx 

Builders!   

On behalf of myself, our members and the countless others who have had the opportunity to work with 

LeRoy over the years, I want to thank his wife Jan and their children, Chad and Lindsey, for sharing him 

with us.  His selfless act of giving time, talents and kindness have made us all better people for knowing 

him. May God Bless You Our Friend! 

 

As we raise our glasses in your memory, ñThis Buds For You Buddyò. 

 

Keith Ostlund 

2018 President ï Forx Builders Association  

A  Special Tribute 
In Memory of Our Dear Friend LeRoy Kurtyka  
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 Time to Renew! 
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FEBRUARY 

Members with February Anniversaries 

renew by February 28, 2019 

A & L Siding & Home Improvement 

Applegren Construction [Nate] 

BeMobile 

Community Contractors 

Finley Lumber & Supply 

In Depth Inspection, Inc 

Keithôs Security World 

McKenna & Associates PC 

Mikkelson Consolidated, LLP 

Newman Outdoor Advertising 

Northern Plumbing Supply 

Rick Simon Electric, Inc 

Rivardôs Turf & Forage 

Rusco Window Company 

Sterling Carpet One 

Sticky Construction, Inc 

Vigen Construction Co. 

MARCH 

Members with March Anniversaries renew by March 31, 2019 

Advanced Business Methods 

All Seasons Garden Center 

Applegren Construction [Ralph] 

Bergstrom Electric, Inc 

Berkshire Hathaway 

Century Electric Inc 

EGF Economic Development 

Fargo Glass & Paint Company 

Gregôs Lawn Care 

Lawn King 

Lunseth Plumbing & Heating 

Morton Buildings Inc 

Naastad Brothers, Inc 

Precision Electric & Plumbing 

Rusty Wysocki Building Co, Inc 

Steamatic of Grand Forks 

Swingen Construction Company 

Valley Truck Parts & Service, Inc. 

Vasek Construction, Inc 

Vibrant Painting & Contracting, LLC 

Windows Plus, Inc. 


